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 SACRAMENTAL+ _ - |” 
MEDITATIONS|Þ 
Upon "mo ——_ places.” 


SCRIPTU RE 


WHEREIN © | 
Believers are affiſted in preparing} 
their hearts, and exciting their affecti- þ 
ons and graces, when they draw nigh] 


to God in that moſt awful and ſolemn 
Ordinance of the 


Lozds Supper. 4 


By Jo. FLAVEL,. 
Miniſter of Chriſt in DEVON. 


Cant: 4.16, 6. Awake, 0 North wind, and come th 
South, blow Auth + pac that the 
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[ nel carhag, give i unto dead men. 
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Lore fie be Communion. with the living 
| :  God:;'20 mor ebexeſ}} from 


this Table, than the Emperors Gueſts:had 
- from his Table, where Loaves of Gold 
" were ſet before them to eat. ' There is more 
, "than: a fbew of grace in the Sacrament; it 
'--bath not only the. wviſeble. ſige, but. the ſpi- 
' ritual grace” alſo. wbich it TY | _ 


- -that there be. more Fat ag F 
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-tho ted cn migh on the Lo In inthe Or- 
\ diwarice, - 
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| that is in him be excited. ad: exerciſed 
bat: this Wwe 6 - 3 not Faith in- 
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ſelves fo take bold "of him 2 Ia. 64. 7. 
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and true note of Luther , ſpeaking. to 


this very point of preparation for the 
Sacrament 3 xever are men ; 
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SACRAMENTAL 
MEDITATIONS, &c. 


124 


The Firſt Meditation 
UPON 


Plal. 89. 7. God is greatly to 
be feared in the Aſſembly of his 
Saints, and tobe had in Reve- 
rence of all that are about hins. 


HERE are ſpecial Seaſons 
wherein the Saints ap- 
proach .ncar unto God 
in this Life, and where- 
in the Lord comes near 


unto them : n\ 

It pleaſeth the Majeſty of Heaven 
ſometimes to admitpoor Worms of the 
Earth-to ſuch ſenſible and ſweet per- 
| B ceptions 
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Sacramental Beditations, 
ceptions of himſelf, as are found above 
all expreſſions, and ſcern$ to be a tran- 
fient glance upon. that glory, which 
glorified cyes more (tcadily behold a- 
bove, Believing we rejoyce with joy un- 
* ſpeakgble, end full of 2lory, or 16. Joys 
as it is, 4. Pct. 1. 8, A tt. how: 
{weet and excellent foever ae fore- 


40- taſis of Heaven are, Heaven it (lf. will 


. be an unſpeakable ſvrprize to ' the 


Now among all thoſe Ordinances, 


02. Mon- wherein the Bleſſed God manifeſts bim- 


þ 500, 


* 
\ 


; es 
, mw” 


ſelf to the Childreny of Men, none are 
found to ſet forth more of the joy of his 
Preſence, than that of. the Loxds Sup= 
per”: At that blcſſed Table are ſuch 
{ſenſible embraces betwixt Chriſt and 
Believers, as do afford a delight and 
{olace beyond the joy of the whole 
Earth. 

And where ſuch ſpecial mii: 
tions of God are, ſuitable diſpoſitions 
and preparations (hould be; Grd 


* .our part to meet the Lord, #1; mat 


And certamly, we (hall find fon 
.enough for it, it we well conſider' the 
importance of this Scripture before us, 
God 4 preatlyto be feared in the Aſſembly 
of bis Saints, and to be bad in Reverence” 

of 
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Sacramental-Beditations- 3 
of all that are round abort him , wherein ] 
we have © ; 


1. Object } | | 
The 4 2. Subje&; of divine Worthipi' © - 3 
. (3+ Mode $ | 1 


Firſt, The Obje& of Werſhip, God; x. 
God is to be feared : In alldivine Wor- b 
ſhip Men and Angels have to do with 
God. All things. (faith the Apoſtle } 
| are open and naked to the eyes of him, with 
whom we bave to do,' eb. 4.13. with 
whom we have ſpeech or buſineſy. So it 
may be ſenſed, when we Worſhip, we 
draw nigh to God, and that about the 
greateſt concerns and weightieſt buſt- 
neſs in the world. | | 
Secondly , The Sxbje, or the Per- 2, 
ſons that approach unto Cod in his 
worſhip, bis Saints, and all that are a- 
bout him. By Saints , many Interpre- 
ters do in this place underftand the A4n- +4 
gels, called Saints from the purity and «4 
holineſs of their Nature and ſo' make A 
the next clauſe exegetical of this. 
Thoſe that before were calPd Saints in 
reſpe& of their Natzre, are in the next 
words faid to be ſuch as are round a- 
bout him ; his Sate!ites, Attendants, or 
0 thoſe 


4 Sgcramental Beditations. 


bove us as the Angels, do perform their 


thoſe that ſtand as Servants.about 
him, to do his pleaſure where they are 
deſcribed by their Office; and both 
theſe ſcem to be grounded upon the 
precedent Verſes. Who'in the Heaven 
can be compared to the Lord * Who a- 
mong the Sons of the Mighty (or of God) 
{o the Angels are calPd; Fob 1: 6. can 


be likened to the Lord? And though it 


be true, that the Angels worſhip and 
ſerve the Lord with greateſt reverence 
and dread (tor theſe are bis nigh Ones, 
ax {uch as .are round about him). yet 
there is noneccſlity to limit this Scrip- 
cure fo narrowly , by excluding the 
people of God on Earth ;. they alſo are 
tis Saints, and more frequently ſo 
filed, though they be Saints of a lower 


- Claſs and Order; and- they alſo are 


round about- him as well as the Angels, 
and when they worſhip him, he 1s in 
the midſt of them, Matth. 18.20. and 
the place where they Aſſemble to wor- 
ſkip, is call'd the place of his Feet, I/a. 
60. 13. But if we find not the Saints 
on Earth in the dire& and immediate 
ſenſe of - this Text, yet we-muſt needs 
meet them.in the rebound and conſe- 
quence : For if Creatures ſo much a- 


Service, and pay their Homage to the 
higheſt Majeſty with ſo much fear and 
reverence; (hall not inferiour Creatures, 
the poor Worms of the Earth, tremble 
at his preſence ? 'And this brings us to 
the third thing. 

Namely, the Mode , or manner m 


which the Worſhip of God is to be per»- 


formed, viz. With great fear and re- 
verence. God i4 greatly is be feared , Piſ- 
cator Tranſlates it Vehementer formidat- 
dus, to be vehemently feared 3- and op- 
poſes it to that formal, careleſs, trifling, 
vin ſpirit, which too often is found in 
thoſe that approach the Loxd in the du- 
ties of his, Worſhip. = 

The Obſervation from hence will 
be this. 


Obſervation. 


That the greateſt compoſedneſs and ſeris 
ouſneſs of ſpirit is due to God, from all 
thoſe that draw nigh unto bim in bis Wor- 
ſhip. 
| End this is no more than what the 
Lord expreſly requires at our hands , 
Levit. 10. 3. I will be Sanflified in" them 
that come nigh #nto me : So Heb. 12.28, 


3 God 
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Let .s have Grace, whereby we may ſerve 
B | 


Sacrameutal Beditations. 5: 


o 
on 
& 


2 by.” TR 
a. , 


E 6 
E-.> 

s « . 

LI » 


F em/oft. 
Flib. 3. de 
"Sactradot. 


- 
-— 


: -* "I" ate i 
v * S 
_'L 
os TT. - 
p, ſ bo 
» . 


, . ” 


ADIAtions. 
God acceptably, with r@erence and Godly 
fear, for our God is a Conſuming fire. 

And as this diſpoſition and temper 
of ſpirit is due to every a&t.and part of 
Gods Worſhip, ſq (to accommodate 
this general to our particular occaſion) 
it is eſpecially dae; to this great and 
{folemn Ordinance of the Lords Sup- 
per. 

It is the Obſervation of the Caſuiſts, 
that Sacramentum & mortis articulus 
equiparantur, the Sacrament of the 
Lords,Sppper, and the very point of 
death require equal ſeriouſneſs 3 a mans 
ſpirit*ſhould be- as deeply ſolemn and 
compoſed at the Lords Table, as upon 
a Dcad-bed : We thould go to that 
Ordinance, as if we were then going 
into another world. 

The Primitive Chriſtians uſcd to fit 
up whole Nights in Meditation and 
Prayer, before their participation of the 
Fords Supper 3 and theſe Nights were 
calFd Figilte , their Watches. Such 
was the Revercnce the Saints had for 
this Ordinance ( which. they uſually 
call d myſterium tremendum, a tremen- 
dous Myſtery) that they would not give 
ſleepto their cyes; or ſlumber to their 
eye-lids, when ſo-great and ſolemn a 
day drew near, And 


-And'that all this ſolemn preparation 
is no more than needs, will convincing- 
ly: appear ito-us upon the y—_ 
grounds and reaſons. 


Firſt, 'From the- ſolemn nature and Reaf. 1, 


ends ofthis Ordinance for whatis the 
expreſs deſign and uſe of it, buta lively 
repreſentation of the Lords death , 
1Cor.'TI..26. As often as ye eat this 
Bread, and drink this Cup, ye do (hew the 
Lotds death till be come. Jeſus Chriſt is 
therein ſet forth Crucihed before us, 
and not to make a bare reggeſentation 
of it to us, as a thing whereurJye have 
no-perſonal "intereſt or concerriment, 
but to repreſent his death lively, and 
feal our title to it firmly : This is my body 
which is broken for you, ver. 2 4. 

Now which of theſe is to be attended 
witha dead, careleſs, and fligh Nperie? 
Is't the repreſentation of Chrifis 2 
God forbid. -Q, if there be any ſubje&t 
of Meditation in the worldable to Ak 
up the very ſpirits ofa man, this is it. 


The Sun fainted, the Heavens 


monrn'd in black, the very Rocks rent * 


in pieces when this Tragedy was acted ; 
and hall 'our hearts be more (enlelefs 
and obdurate than they at'the repreſen» 
tation of it? But loe, here isjmoxe than 
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Sarramental Beditations, 
a repreſentation 3 Chriſt is ſet forth in 
this Ordinance 'as Crucified for you, as Nl © 
ſuffering! and; enduring alt this wy your { 
room and ſtead : Now; | 

Suppoſe, Reader, thy ſelf to be juſtly | 
Condemned to the torture of the Rack, 
or Strappado; and that thy-Father,Bro-+ 
ther, or deareſt Friend preferring, thy 
life to his own , wonld become thy 
"Arnevxos: Ranſomer , by, undergoing 
the torment for thee 3 and all that- is 
left for thee to ſuffer, were only by way 
of Sympathy with him ? Suppoſe now 
thy felt, ftanding by that Engine of 
Torture; and bcholding the members 
of thy dear Friend diſtorted, and all out 
of joynt, _ hearing the doletul groans 
extorted by the extremity of anguiſh z ' 
and under all theſe torments, ftill main- 
taining a conſtant love to-thee, not 
once repenting his torments; for thee 3 
couldſt thou ſtand there with dry eyes? 
could thy heart be-unafteted and ftu- 
pid atſuch afight? Write him rather 
a Beaſt, a Stone, than a Man, that 
could do (0. 

Bat this is not all : The Believers in- 
terelt in Chriſt is Sealed, as well as the 
ſufferings of Chriſt repreſented i in this 
_ Ordinance, 

And 
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And.is aSealed Intereſt in Chriſt, fo 
cheap or common. a thing, as that ic 
ſhould not engage, yea, ſwallow up all 
the powers of thy ſoul! O what is 
this! What is this ? 

The Seal of God (ct to the Soul of a 
poor Sinner, to confirm andratihe its 
title to the Perſon of Chriſt, and the 
incſtimable treaſures of his Blood ! 
Surely as the Sealing up of a man to- 
Damnation, is the ſum of all miſery, 
and that poor Creature that is {o Sealed 
hath-cauſe . enough to mourn and wail 
to Eternity : So the ſcaling up ofa ſoul 
to Salvation, is the ſum of all mercy 
and happineſs; and the Soul that 
is {o ſealed, hath cauſe enough tolie at 
the feet of God, over-whelmed with 
the ſenſe of ſoinvaluablea mercy. 


Secondly: As the nature and ends 2, Reafe® 


MS 


of. the Ordinance call for the. greateſt 
compolednels of ſpirit, fo the danger 
of unworthy receiving ſhould work our 
hearts to the moſt ſerious frames :» For 
if a man be here without his Wedding- 
garment, if he cat and drink unwore 
thily, it is at the greateſt peril .ot his 
foul that he doth' ſo, 1 Cor. 11. 27. 
fore whoſoever ſhall eat this Bread, 
nd drink, this Cup of the Lord unwortbsly, 
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pas be guilty of the Body and Blood of the 
Lord. 

To prophane and undervalue that 
Body and Blood of the Lord, is a fin a- 
bove meaſure finfu], and the puniſh- 
ments of ſuch fm* will be moſt dread- 
ful ; tor ſtill, the more excellent. the 
Bleſſings are that come by any Ordi-. 
nance, the more dreadful the Curlſcs 
are that avenge the abuſe of ſuch mer- 
cies. Howſoon may a man draw fear- 
tul guilt upon his ſoul, and dreadtul 
judgments upon his body, by an heed- 
leſs management of ſuch ſacred myſte- 
ries! For this cauſe many are weak and 


fickly among you, and many ſleep, ver. 30. 
It is a moſt weighty. Note that a 


> Goodwins worthy Pen ſets upon this Scripture 3 


they diſcerned not the Body of his Son 
' Jeſus Chriſt in his Ordinances; - but in- 
ttead of that holy, reverend, and deep- 
dyed behaviour which was due to it, 


> both from their inner and outward 


man, as being a Creature of the higheſt 
and deepeſt Sandihcation that: ever 
God Sanctified 3 Sanctihed not only to 
a. more excellent and glorious condi- 
tion, but alſo to many ends and pur- - 
poles, of far higher and dearer _—_ 

ment, both for .the glory of God, and 
bene- . 
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Sactamental-Beditations.” *7 7 
benefit of men themſelves; than all o- F.. 
S ther Creatures whatſvever, whether in | 
Heaven' or Earth : they handled -and 
dealt by it in -both kinds, as if it had 
been a common or unſ{anCctihed thing : 
Thus they diſcerned not the Lords 
b Body. 
And as they diſcerned not his Body, 
ſo neither did God (in ſome ſenſe) 
diſcern theirs; but in thoſe fore Strokes, 
and heavy Judgments which he in- 
flicted on them, had them in no other 
regard or conſideration, than as if they 
had bcen the bodies of his Enemies, the 
bodics of wicked and finful men, Thus 
drawing the model and p'at-form of 
their puniſhment (as uſually he doth) 
from the ſtructure and proportion of 
their im, 

Thus the Juſt and - Righteous' God 
builds up the breaches that we make 
apon the honour belonging to the” bo- 
dy of his Son, with the ruins of 'that 
honour which he had given unto ours, 
in health, ſtrength, life, and many 0- 
ther outward comforts and ſupports. 

O then what need is there of a moſt 
awkal and compoſed ſpirit, when we 
approach the Loxd in this Ordinance! 


Thirdly: 


e 


WF. 


72. Sacramental Weditations: 
| Thirdly : As the danger of unwors: | 
thy receiving ſhould compole us to the. 
greateſt ſeriouſneſs, ſo the remem- 
brance of that frame and temper Chriſts 
{pirit was in, when he actually ſuffered, 
thoſe things for us, ſhould compoſe 
our ſpirits into a frame moreſuitable 
and agreeable to-his; when we ſee his 
death, as it were, a&ed over again be- 
fore our eyes,. was his heart roving and- 
wandering in that day ? :Did- he not 
ſenſe and mind the work he was goivg 
about ? Was his heart like thine, ſtupid 
and unaffeQed with theſe things ? Look 
but upon that Text, Lake 22. 44. and 
you {hall ſee whether it were ſo or no. 
It's ſaid (when this Tragedy drew nigh, 
and his Enemies were- ready to ſeize 
| him in the Garden) That being in an 
Agony, he prayed more earneſtly, and bis 
ſweat was, as it were, great drops of 
Blood falling down to. the gronnd: And 
Matth.-26, 38, he ſaith, My ſoul is 
exceeding ſorrowful, even unto death. His 
{qul was full of ſorrow, and 1s thine 
full of ſtup..'':y5 ? God forbid. | 
If thy heart be, cold , Chriſt's was 
hot : If-thou canſt not ſhed a tear, he 
pqured out clods of blood from every 
part, Oh! how unſuitable is a dry 
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eye, .and an hard heart to ſuch an Or, 
dinance as this ! 


Fourchly : As the frame Chrilts "ry + Reuſe 


rit was. in, at his death, ſhould com- 
mand the molt folemn frame upon our 
ſpirits, at the xecognizing: of itz ſo the 
things .here Abe , require and 
call for the higheſt exerciſe of every 
grace of the ſpirit in our ſouls; 'for.we 
come not thitheras idle Spedators, but 
as aQive Inſtruments to gloritie God by 
exerciling every grace upon Chriſt, as 
Grucifief tor us. 


Behold here among the reſt,- 


1, The proper obje& of Faith. 
2. Theflowing ſpring of Repentance. 
3+ The powertul attractiye of Love. 


Firſt : The proper objed "of Faith "is 
here. This Ordi 4. ako as a glaſs, re 
preſents: tothine eye that ET Pers 
{on, of whom the Father ſaid, This is 
my Beloved Son , in whom I am well 
pleaſed, Matth. 17. 5. Ot whom he 
ſaid, I bave laid belp upon one that is 
mighty. This was he thatwas made Sin 
for us, whohad no Sin, that we might be 
made the Righteouſneſs of God m him, 
2 Car, 5. 2Is Who trod the Wine- 
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- , prefs alone, and ishere tobe ſten inhis 

; red Garments: Every drop of his pre- 
cious Blood- hath a tongue calling ifor 
Faith to behold it, poured-forth,as a 
Sacrifice to God for fin. This (faith 
he) is thecup of the New Teſtament in 
my Blood, which was ſhed for many for 
the remiſſion of ſun... 

And what footing could thy Faith 
find for Pardon and Salvation any 
where elſe? *Tis: Chriſt Crucihed that 
Faith claſpes as the laſt and only hope, 
and refuge of a poor Sinner. Here all 
Believers drop Anchor : This is that 


bleſſed obje&t on whom they take .the 
dead gripe, or laft graſp, when their 
m——_ and heart-firings are break- 


ing, hen you ſee the Blood of 
Chriſt lowing torth, how can Faith be 
filent in thy ſoul ? When he bids thee, 
as it were, to put thy finger into his 
fide, ſhews thee his hands and his feet 
there, it will cry out in thy ſoul, my 
Lord, and my God. 

Secondly : The flowing ſpring of , 
Repentance is here, if there be any fire 
that can melt, or hammer that can 
break a hard heart, here it is, Zech. 12. . 
12. They ſhall look, upon me wham they 
bave.pierced, and mayrn. . Nothing laies 

= 


i 
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ſec how low Chrift was laid in his Hu- 
miliation for it. 

Here the evil of ſin is alfo repreſen- 
ted in the cleareſt glaſs that ever the 
eye of man-ſaw it in. The ſufferings. 
of the Son of God diſcover. the evil of 
ſin morethan the everlaſting torments 
of the Damned can do. So that if 
there be but one drop of Spiritual ſor. 
row in- the heart of a Chriſtian, here 
me-thinks it ſhould be ſeen. dropping 
from the eye of Faith. 

Thirdly : Themoſt attradive object 
of love is here : Put all Created Beau- 
ties, Exccllencies and Perfe&tions to- 
gether, and what are they but black- 
neſs and deformity compared with 
lovely Jeſus? My Beloved ( faith the 


 enamour'd Spouſe) is whitf and ruddy, 


Cant.5. 10. Behold him at. the Table 
in his perfe& Innocency, and unparal- 
lePd ſufferings. This is he who was 
rich, but for our ſakes became "poor, that 
we through his poverty might be rich, 
2 Cor. 8. 9. This is he that parted 
with his honour firſt, - and his life next 
yea, he parted with his honour in his 
Incarnation, that he might be capable 
to part with his lite for our Redemp- 


tion. . Be- 
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a gracious ſoul lower'in it ſelf, than'to 
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Behold- here the degrees of his Suf- 
ferings, and by them meaſure the de- 
grees of his Love, Behold in his death, 
as in the Deluge all the Fountains be- 
neath;- and the Windows of Heaven a- 
bove opened ; the Wrath of God,” the 
Cruelty of'Men, the fury of Hell break- 
ing in together upon him, and his ſoul 
{ſurrounded with ſorrow : And how 
can this be repreſented, and thy foul 
not aſtoniſhed at this amazing match=- 
leſs love- of Chrift? Surely one flame 


"doth not more. naturally produce ano- 


ther, than the love of Chriſt thus re- 
preſented to a gracious -ſoul, doth pro- 
duce love to Chriſt , and that in the 
molt intenſe degree. 


QOſe 1. 


How.naturally doth this Do@tine 
ſhame and humble the belt hearts for 
their finful diſcompoſures, vanity, and 
deadnels3 for the rovings and wan+ 
derings of their hearts, even when they 
come near the Lord in ſucha ſolemn 
Ordinance as this is ? | 

The Holieſt- man upon Earth may 
lay his hand upon his brealt, and ſay, 
Lord, how unſultable is this heart of 
me 
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mine, to ſuch an obje of Faith as is 
here preſented to me? Doth ſuch a 
temper of ſpirit ſuit thine awful pre- 
ſence > Should the- repreſented 'Ago- 
nies and ftiffterings of Chriſt for me, be 
beheld with a ſpirit no more concern - 
ed, pierced and wounded for fin? Q 
how can I look upon him whom I have 
pierced, and not mourn, and be ia bit- 
terneſs: for him, as for an only Son, a 
Firſt-born! O the {upifying and be- 
numming power of lin! Oh the efficacy 
of Unbelict! 

It was charged upon the Iſraelites, as 
the great aggravation of their fin, that 


they provoked God at the Sega, even at the Pla, 106% 2 


red Sea, the place where their miracu- 7 
lous Salvation was wrought. But Lord 
Jeſus, my hard heart provokes thee in 
an higher degree, even at the red Sea 
of thy precious invaluable Blood , 
by which my eternal Salvatioh was 
wrought. O my God, what a heart 
have I? Did the Blood of Chrift run 
out ſo freely and abundantly. for.me, 
and cannot I ſhed one tear for my fins 
that pierced him ? O let me never be 
Friends with my own heart, | till it 
love Chriſt better, and hate fin [NOFE. 


Uſe. 


is 
. ff, 


| Ofe 2. 


- 


| 


This Scripture hath alſo an awaking} 
voice toall that come nigh toGod in 
any of his Ordinances, eſpecially in} 


this Ordinance. O Chriſtians ! be- 
think your ſelves where you arc, -and 


what you are:doing: Know you :not 


that the King «comes in to. fee the 


Gueſts? Yea, you do know that God: 


is in this place 3 an awtul Majelty be- 
holds you. Al the Churches ſhall know 
that I am he that ſearcheth the heart and 


the reins, and will give #0 every one @s- 


bis work ſhall be, Rev. 2.23. © 

Thy buſineſs, Chriſtian, is not with 
Men, but with God, and the ſolemneſt 
buſineſs that ever thy thoughts were 
verſant about. Thou art here to re- 
cognirze the ſufferings of thy Redeemer, 
totake the ſeals and pledges of thy Sal 
- vation from the hand of his ſpirits 
imagine the ſame thing which is now 
to be done ſpiritually, and by the mi- 
nifiry of Faith , were but to be per- 


formed viſibly and audibly. by the mi- | 


niſtry of thy ſenſe:. 
Suppoſe Jeſus Chriſt did perſonally 
ſhew himſelf at this Table, and were 
| pleas'd 
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pleas'd to make himſelf known in 

breaking of Bread, as once he did to 

the Difciples. Suppoſe. thou ſaweſt 
ringh him appear at this Table, as he now 
d inf} doth appear in Heaven, 4s a Lamb that 
' inf} bad beenſlain? Imagine thou heardeſt 
be- {| him - ſay., Believer, this precious 
and Blood of mine was ſhed for thee 
notÞ there be Millions of Men and Women 
in the world naturally as good as thee, 
FT that ſhall have no intereſt in it, -or be- 
nefit by it: But for thee it was ſhed, 
ow || and for the remiſſion of thy fins; my 
1d | Blood was the only thing in the world 
aj that was equal to the demerit of thy 

ſins, and it hath made full atisfaRtion 
th to God for them all: Thy fins which 
eſt } are many, are therefore forgiven thee 3 
re | my Blood hath purchaſed the eternal 
e- | Inheritance of glory for thee; and this 
r, | dayI am come to delſer the ſeals and 
LJ pledges thereof into thine hand. Take 
tz | then the ſcals of eternal Salvation this 
w | day : Take thine own Chriſt with all 
- | that he is and hath in thine arms: 
-.$ Whatever I have ſuffercd, done, or pro- 
- F cured for any of my Saints, I have 
{| ſuffered, done, -and procured the ſame 
y | for thee. Why, all this is here to be 
2 | done as really and truly, though in a 
] . F more. 
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more ſpiritual way , at this Table; 
and ſhall not ſach buſineſs as this is 
fully tix and engage thy heart ? ? What 
then ſhall. do it? 

Awake Faith awake Repentance; ; 
awake Love; yea, let all the powers 
of my ſoul be throughly awakened this 
day, to attend the Lord. 


THE SECOND 


MEDITATION 


UPON 


Jer, I2. 2. Thou art near in their 
mouth, and far from their reins. 


= H1S Scripture gives us the 
CharaQer and deſcripti- 
on of; an Hypocrite,” and 
he is here deſcribed. two 
| ways, viz. - I By: what 
he hath. 2. By what he hath not. : 
Firſt : The Hypocrite is deſcribed 


by what he hath 3 he hath God in his 


mouth : Thou art near in their mouth, 
(i. c.) they profeſs with a full mouth, 
that they are thy People, ſaith Piſcators 
or, -they-ſpeak much about the Law.( as 
another {enſes it) God, and his Tem- 
ple, Religion with itsrites are much 


talked of among them, they. hay hjm 


in 


TI, 
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in thcir prayers and duties4 and this is 


all that the Hypocritehath of God. Re-.. 


ligion only (anGifies his tongue that 
ſcems to be dedicated to God, but it 
penetrates no farther ; and. there- 
fore, 

Secondly : He is deſcribed by that 
he hath not,or by what he wants; And, 
or but thou art far from their reins, (1.&.) 
they feel not the powers and influences 
of that name which they fo often invo- 
cate and talk of, going down to their 
very reins, and affeCting their very 
hearts; ſo we muſt anderſiand this 
Metaphagical expreſſion here, as the 
oppolition directs. For the rejnshaving - 
{o great and rn 
the heart, which is the ſeat ofaiſeQions 
and paſſions, upon that acddunt 4s 
uſual in Scripture, to put the reins for 
thoſe intimate and ſecret affe&ions, 
thoughts, and paſhons of the heart, 
with which they have ſo near cogna- 
tion, and ſoſenſible a ſympathy. When 
the heart is under great confternation, 
the loins or reins are f{ciz'd alfo,. as 
Dan. 5.6. Then that Kings Countenance 
was changed , and his thoughts troubled 
him,and the joynts of his loins were looſed. 
On the contrary , when - the —_— 

| ip 


"Gerrit wovithtivgs' 
filfd with delight and" gladnefs , the 
reins are {aid to rejoyce, Prov. 23.'16, 


Tee, my rems ſhall rejojce when thy lips 


ſpeak right things, totus |#ticia diſfiliam. 


] "hal even leapfor joy. So then, when 
the Propber faith, God is far from the 
reins of the Hypocrite, the meaning 1s, 
' he feels not the heart-affe@ing cinflu- 
ence and - power' of Religion upon his 
heart and affections, as Gods People 
do. And hence the Note will be. 


T hat God ecmes nearer to the bearts 
md reins of -bis People ' in their duties, 
that he doth to any Hypocritical, or formal 


Profeſſor. 


By Gods nearneſs, we underſtand: 
not-his Ommipreſence, that'neither comes' 
nor 'g0es 3 nor” his love to; his People, 
that abides, but the ſenſible ſweet ma- 
nifeſtations and out-lets of it to their 
ſouls: So jn Pſal. 145. 18. The Lord is 
"nigh unto: all that call upon bim, unto all 
that cal} upon bim-in trath. 
| "Note the: reſtriction and limitation 
(of this glorious privibdge 3 *ris the 
peculiar enjoyment of ſincere , and up- 
right-hearted Worſhippers. Others 
may have Communion with duties, but 
not'with God in them. But 
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But-that, God comes nigh, very nigh: 


to upright.-hearts in their duties, is;a }! 
truth as ſenſibly manifeſt -to ſpixitual 

perſons, as that they are nigh the fire 
when they feel the comfortable heat of 


it refreſhing them: ina cold ſeaſon, 


when they are:almoſt ſtarved and be- 
numed with cold. ab 41S, 
- Three things make this evident, 
Firſt : Sincere ſouls are ſenſible of 
Gods acceſſes to them in their duties 3 
they feel his approaches to their ſpirits. 
Lam. 3.57. Thou dreweſt near, in the day 
that I called »pon thee, thou- ſaidſt, fear 
not, . And what a lurprize was, that. to 
the Church ? Ca:it. 2. S. It is the Voice 
of my Beloved, behold he cometh, &c. 
Certainly there is a felt. preſence 'of 
God, which. ,no words can make ano-- 
ther tocunderijand z they feel the Foun- 
tain flowing abundantly into the dry 
pits, the -heart fills apace, the empty 
thoughts ſwell with a fulneſs of ſpiritu- 
al things which ſtrive tor vent. 
Secondly : They. are ſenſible of Gods 
receſſes ,, and - withdrawments from 
their ſpirits, they teel how the ebb fol 
lows the flood, and how the waters a» 
bate: So you find it in Cant. 5.6, I 


pened to my Beloved, but my Beloved bad 


with» 


Þ ipithdramn himſelf, and 'was gone my 


* foul failed when bt ſpake : I ſought bi 
bus T could net flnd bi ' T called, but he 


| gown ve mg to anſwer. ' The Hebrew is very. 
* -Path 


-Pathetical, He was' gone, be was' gone. 
A fad'change of the' frame of her heart 
quickly followed. - * 

Thirdly ; The Lords nearnefs tp the 
hearts and reins of his People in their 
- duties, is evident to'them from the. ct- 
fects that it. leaves upon their ſpirits. 
For :look: as it is with the Earth and 
Plants, - with 'reſpe& to the approach 
.or. remove of the Sun 'in'the Spricg 
and Autumn: So it is here as Chriſt 
ſpeaks, Lk; 21. 29. When ye ſee the 


Figg-tree attd all the Trees ſhoot forth, we 


know'that Summer is nigh at hand, ' An 
| 6.1. Sun renews the face of the 

Earth, and makes Nature-ſmile. The 
Trees bud and bloſſom, the Fiſhes riſe, 
the Birds ſing, it's a kind of Refſur- 
xeon to' Nature from the dead, So 


is it when the Lord comes near the = Pre-- 


when dy- 
ng, ſaid, 
Firſt, A real taſte of the joy of the 7 (bal 


Lord is here given to men, the fulneſs *221ge my 
place, not 


$4 omph= 


hearts and reins of men in duty : For 
then they find that - 


whereof is in Heaven; hence call d.? 
2 Core 1,23, The earneſt Ad bis Spirit: u, 


26 


Cant. 1. 
12% 


at bu Ta- 

ble, my 
Spihenard, 
{of 


What is. this ? Certainly it.is ſome- | 
. or-grols corporeal. pleaſures; but is of 


whilſt the . #nſweredſt me, and ftrengthenedft me with 
' King ſteth ftrength in my ſoul : Hope was low, and 


, 


And 1 Pet. 1. 8. Glorified | Foy ,.-or Y 
ſhore- Salvation... Q , what-'is this? 


thing that hath no Athnity with feſh, 


another nature, fomething which tranl- 
cendsall that ever was telt or taſted in 
thig world, fince we -were firftconver- 
(ant among fenſible objects. 

Secondly : A mighty firength and 
power cofning 'into their ſouls , and 
aQuating all its facultics and graces. 
When; Gcd comes near; new powers 
eptcr the ſoul ; the feeble is as Damid, 
Plal. 138. 3. In tbe day that I cried,abow 


Faith was weak, little firength in any 
race, except deſires 3 but when the 
ord cames, firength comes with him. 

Then as it is Neb. 8.10. The joy of the 

Lord is yoxr firength. O the vigorons 

fallies of the heart to God ! Pſak-63. 8. 

0 the ſtrength of Love, Cant.8.6, Duties 

arc other manner of things than they 

were wont to be. Did not \eur hearts | 

burn within ws, Luk. 24. 32. 

Thirdly ; Arcmarkablc transfortna- | 
tion and change of ſpirit folows it. 


Theſe 


'- Theſe things are found to be mar- 
- velouſly affimilatirg., + "The fights of 
_ God, the felt preſence of God, isg' as - 


fire which quickly affimifates what is 
put into it, to its own likeneſs. So 
2 Car. 3, 19, They are (aid to be chan- 
ax b>r $ to glory, It alwaysleaves 
the mind more refined and abftrated 
from groſs material things,and chang- 
&d into the ſame Image. - They havea 
fimilirade of God upon them, who 
have God near unto their hearts and 
reins. reality 14, 
_ Fourthly : A vigorous working - of 
the heart Heaven-ward : . A mounting 
of the foul upwards. Now the ſoul - 
fhews that it hath not forgot its way 
home again. Itis with ſucha ſoul as 
ſenſibly embraces Chriſt in the arms of 
Faith, as it was with Simeon, when he - 
took him bodily into his Arran. Now 
( faith he) let thy Servant depart in 
peace, for mine eyes have ſeen thy Salva» 
tion. Of itwould have the wingsof a 
Dove to flie away from this polkated 
world, this unquict world, and be at 
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I. Infer. Then certainly- there 'is an Heaven and 
aftate of glory for the Saints, Heaven 
is nodreamor vight Viftion. .It is ſen- 
ſibly taſted and felt 'by thouſands.of 
Witneſſes in this.world they are fure 
it is no miſtake. God is with then of 
a truth,in the way of their duties. They 
do not only rcad of a glorified eye, but 
they have ſomething of it, or like it in 
this world. The pure in heart do here ſee 
God, Matth. 5. 8. The Saints have not 
only a Witneſs without them in the 
Word, that there is a ſtate of glory prec- 
pared for Believers, but they have a 
witneſs in themſelves. Theſe are not 
the Teſtimonies of craz'd:brains, but 
of the wiſeſt and moſt ſerious of men.; . 
not a few, but a muititude of them; 
not conjccurally delivered , but upon 
taſte , feeling , and tryal. O, bleſſed 
be God for ſuch ſenſible Confirmations, 
ſuch{weet prelibations. 


2, Infer. 


2, Infer. But, O, whatis Heaven! and what 
| hat ſtate of gloxy reſerved for the 
Saints! 


Sairits: Doth a glimps of Gods-pre- 
ſence in a duty, go down to the heart 
and reins? - O, how unutterable then 
muſt that be which is ſeen and felt a- 


bove, where God comes as near to:men: 


as can be? Rev.22. 3, 4+ The Throne of 
God and the Lamb ſhall be in it, and bis 
Servants ſhall ſerve bim, and they- ſhall 
ſee bis face. And 1 Theſc 4. 17. And ſo 
ſhall we be ever with the Lord. ' Q, what 
is that ! Ever with the Lord. *,Chriſti- 


ans, what you feel and;tafte here by - 


Faith, "is paxt ' of Heavens glory3- but 
yet Heaven will. be an unſpeakableſur- 
prizal to you, when you came thither 
forall that: It doth not yet appear what 
weſhall be, 1 Joh. 3.1, 2. 


3. Iafer, 


See hence the neceſſity of caſting, 3+ Inffr, | 


theſe very bodies into a new.mold by 


their Reſurrection from the dead, ac- 


cording to that, 1 Cor. 15.41, 1t is 
ſown in weakneſs, but raiſed in power. 
How elſe could it be a Co-partner i 


the. ſoul in the! incffable j-ys.of that. 


preſence above. 


Certainly ay Friends, that which. 
is to be a, Veſſel to contain ſach ſtrong . 
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' liquor as this, had need be ſtrongly 
hooped left it flic to pieces; as old 
Bottles do when fill d with new Wine. 
The ſtate of this Mortality cannot bear 
the fulneſs of that joy. Hold Lord, 
ſtay thy hand (ſaid a choice Chriſtian 
once}-thy Creature is but a clay Veſſel, 
and can hold no more. Ifa tranſient 
glimpſe of God here, be felt in the ve- 
ry xeims3 if it ſo work upon the very 
body by ſympathy with the foul, O, 
what vigorous ſpiritual bodies doth the 
ſtate of glory require! And ſuch they 
ſhall be, Phil, 3. 21. like unto Chrifts 
gloriou Body. | 


4. Tofer. 


Is God fo near to his People above 
- , all others in the world? how godd is 
ittobe near them that are fo near to 
' -God. 'OQ, it would do a mans heart 
good to be near that Perſon who-hath 
lately had God near to his ſoul, -Well 
might David ſay; Pſal. 16.3. All my 
avtghe is inthe Saints, and in the Ex- 
cellent of the Earth. And again, Pfal, - 
I1g. 63. Tama Com «nion of all ſuch as © 
fear#bx. ' O,this is the beazey of Chri- 
Gary fellowthipz. this is the glory -<f 
| that 


that Society 3 not 'the communication 
of thayg gifts, 'but 'the-Savour of God 
on'their Spirits. If any thing be at- 
luring in* this World, this is, 2 Joh. 
I. 3. That ye may bave fellowſhip with ws, * 
and truly our fellowſhip is with the Father, 
and with bis Son Chrift Teſww. e's faid, 
Zech. 8.23. of the Jews, the time ſhalt 
come when there. ſhall be ſach a pre- 
ſence of God among that, People, that 
ten men apt of all Languages ſhall take bald 
oF the Thirt of 'bim that is a Jews, ſaying 

we will go with you, for we have 

that God is with you. 

Chriftiang ; jf there were more of 
God npon you, 'and-in you, others” 
would . not'bs tempted-to- leave your” 
Socicty, and fall in with the Men of 
the World ; they would fay, we will 
go with you, for God is with you. 


5. Infer. 
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"God beſo near to the heart and 5+ Lfer. 


reins of his Pesple in their duties, O, 
how alliduous thould they be in their 
duties * 1's gyod for me to draw nigh to 
Ged, Pfal. 73.28, Good indeed; the 
World cannot reward the expence of 
time at this rate), with all its glory, 

C 4 "Fame 
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fam. 4. 8., Draw nigh. zo. God, and he- 
will-draw nigh to you, : Thou evo + bim 
that rejoyeeth and worketh Righteolffneſs | 
thoſe that remember thee in thy ways, 

Iſa. 64. 5. | 

0. It would be. an encouragement in- 
deed, .it I mightsthus meet God in the 
way. of duty, but that's but ſeldom 1 
can ſo meet God there, in ſenſible 
powerful out-lets of his grace ang love. 
Lam mofily dead and cold. there, * I. 
feel not Communion. with God- going 
down to my heart and reins. 

Sol, Firſt, you draw nigh to God; but. 
is it in truth, or in meer, formality ? 
God is only nigh to ſuch as call. in) 
truth upon him, , Pſal. 145,.18.' ;- _. 

Secondly: If your hearts be ſincere, 
yet are they not ſluggiſh?. Do you ſtir, 
up your ſelves to take hold of God ? 
many there be that donot, Tja. 64. 7. 
and Cant. 5. 3,5, 

Thirdly : Have you not grieved the 
Spirit of God, and cauſed him to with- 
draw from you? -O, remember what 
Pride and Vanity hath been in-you at- 
ter former maniteſtations, Eph. 4. 30. 

Fourthly :+ Nevertheleſs wait for, | 
Cod in his ways; his, coming upon, 

our fouls is oftentimes, yea , mA 
: Ur- 
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{urprizal to-us,” Cant. : 6. 12.) Or ever 7 
was aware, my ſoul made me as the Cha- 
riots of Aminadab, 


6. Infer. 


 _ What ſteddy Chriſtians ſhould all 6.. Tyfer. : 
. real. Chriſtians be? For loe,: what a | 


Seal and Witneſs hath Religion in- the 
breaſt of every ſincere Proteflor of it ? 
True Chriſtians do not only hear by 
report, or learn. by Books the reality of 
it, but feel by experience, and have a 
ſenſible proof of ir in their very hearts 
and reins their reins in(truct them, as 
it is Pſa}, 16. 7. They learn by ſpiritual 
{cnſe ard feeling, than which nothing 
can give greater confirmation: in the 
ways of God. | 

There arc two ſorts of knowledge a- 
mong, men, one Traditional. the other 
Expenimental : This laft, the Apoſtle 
calls a knowing in our ſelves, Heb. 10.34. 
and oppoſes it to .that traditional - 
knowledge which. may be ſaid to be 
without our (clves, becauſe borrowed - 
from other men. . 

Now this experience we have of the-- 

wers of Religion in our fculs, is that 
only which hxes a mans ſpirit in the 
C5 ways. 
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ways of Godlineſs. It made the He- 
brews take joyfully the ſpoiling of their 
gocds 3 no arguments or temptations 
can wreſt truth out of the hand of _ 


rience,non eft diſputandum de guſiu. 
want of this, many Profeſſors turn a- 


fide from truth in the hour of tryal. O, 
Brethren, labour to feel the influctices 
of Religion upon your very heatts and 


reins; this will ferfle you better thith 


all Arguments in the world can- &0 : 

By this the ways of God are more tn- 
deared to men, than by any ottier way 
m the world, When your hearts have 
once felt it, you will aever forſake it. 
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THE FHIRD 
MEDITATION 
UPON 
| Row. 7.21, I find then a Law, 


that when 1 would do good, evil. 
& preſent with me, 


=} 115 Chapter is. the very 
ml Anatomy of a Chriſtians 
heart, and gives an ac- 
count of the mol ſecret 
frames & inward work- 
ings of it, both as to Graces and Cor-- 
| ruptions 3. and this Verſc is a Compen- 
dium of both; for the words are a 
mournful complaint , uttered with a ” 
deep ſenſe of an inward preſſure, by. 
reaſon of Sin'z wherein weare to conſt 
der.three things. 

| 1. The perſon complaining, 

2, The matter of complaint, 

"3. The diſcovery of that matters. 
Firſts . 


I, 
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Firſt : The perfon complainin 
find : 1 Paxl, though. I came. not. bc- 
hind the chiefeſt of all the Apofiles> . 
though. F have beengggrapt into the 
third Heaven,& heard - 1 unuttera- 
ble; yet I for all thar,ftind in me a Law. 
Never was any-meecr man more deeply 
ſanQificd 3' Never any lived at ar 
higher rate of Communion with God 3 
never any did Chriſt more ſervice in 
this world 4 and yet he found a Law 
of.fin in himſelf. 

Secondly : The. matter of the com- 
plaint which conſiſts in a double evil he 
groaned under, viz. 


x. The preſence of ſin at all times. 
» The operation of ſm, efpecially 
at ſome time. "ROT 


_ ER 


Firſt : The preſence of fin at all 


times. Evil ((:ith he) zs preſent with |, 


me, it follows me as my ſhaddow doth. 


By cvil'we mult underſtand no other 


evil 'but fin, the evil of evils ;-which in 


refpe&t of power and efficacy, he alſo 


calls a Law, becaulc as Laws by reaſon 
of their annexed rewards and puniſh- 
ments, have a mighty power and efh- 
cacy upon the munds of men fo fin, 


m- 


c 


N 
"S; 
L. 


we. 


7 mnng capiuteihe 27. 


ig-dwelling-\,that regt of all ourtroy- 
ble and ſorrow , hath a mighty. efficacy 
UNonN Us. 

And this is the mournful matter of 
his complaint: *Tis not :for outward 
AfﬀMicions, though he had many 3. nox 
for what he ſuffered from-thehands of 
men , though he ſuffered many grie- 
vous things3 but *tis frm, dwelling and 
working in him, that ſwallows up all 
other troubles, as Rivers are loſt in the 
Sea this evil was always with him, 
the conſtant reſidence of fin was in his 
heart and nature, 

Secondly : And what further adds 
to his burden, as it dwelt in him at all - 
times, {o it exerted its eficacy more 
eſpecially at ſome times, and. thoſethe 


ſpecial. times and principal ſeaſons ma 3 
his whole life : When I would do good © um ad ops 


(ſaith he) any ſpiritual goody and a- a 
monrg, the relt, when I addreſs my ſelf do, experis: 
to any ſpiritual duty, or Heavenly im- 4/44 lt=. | 
ployment z. when Ldeſign to draw near - rar) 
to God, aud promiſe my {elf comfort ; ſurgit | 
and redreſs i in Communion with him, & percipss. 
then is Evil preſent. O, if I were but t# lex 
rid of it in thoſe hours, "what a mercy __ | 
ſhould I eſteem it , though I were trou- -- 
bled with it at other times! Could I 


but 


_— 
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but enjoy-my 'freedom from. it- ir the 
ſeaſons of duty and times of commu- 
nion with God, what a-comfort would 
that be? But then is the ſpecial ſeaſon 
of its operation. Never, is fin more 
aQive and bufie than at fuch a time z 

and this, O, this is my miſery and bur- 
den. 
Thirdly : The next thing to be 
heeded here, is the diſcovery of this 
evil to him, over which he ſfomourns 
and latnents. Tfind then a Law, faith 
he, I find it (6. e.) by inward ſenſe 
feeling and fad experience. He knew 
there was ſuch a thing as Original{in 
* tn the Natures of men, when he was 
an Unregenerated Phariſee ; but though 
he had then the notion of it, he had 
not the fevfe and feeling of it as now he 
had 3 he now feels what before he tra- 
ditionally underſtood and talkt of, F 
find a Law. q.d. What or how others 
find, I know not, I examine not; 
fone may boaſt of their gifts, and forme 
may talk more than becomes them .of 
their graces3 they may find excellen- 
cies in themſelves, ww admire rhem- 
{elves too much for them : But for my 
part, T find a Law, that when 1 would 
to good,” evil 5 prefent. Iam ſure 1 find 
a. 
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« bad heart in the beſt ſeaſon, a proud 
dead, wandring, hard heatt. Lfind it 
wofully out of order God knows, and. 
this is my miſery. 


Hence Note.. 


Pd 


Doc. 
That the beſt Chriſtians do ſenſibly feel, Dot. 


und ſadly bewail the workings of #heiv 
torruptions 5 ond that tn the very ſeaſons 
— opportunities. of tbirr hence bl with 


Bring chy thoughts Reader cloſe ts 
this point, and fadly ponder theſe three 
things in it. | 

Firſt : In what ſpecial. as Chrifti- 
ans uſe to feel the working of their cor- 
ruption in the ſeaſon of their Commu- 
nioN. 

Secondly : Why is it. that Cortup- 
tion ſtirs and troubkes them more #t 
{uch times, than at others. 

Thirdly : Upon what accaumt this. 
_ O great a burden to every gracious 

rt. 


F, 
| Firſt: As tothe fisſt of theſe, name- 
| - fpecial aCtings aiingsof Corruption in 


ſeaſons of Communion , wa” 


I, 


* .& 
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ſach as have a_natural aptitude and de- 
ſign. to deftroy all' Communion be- 
twixt God and the ſoul, Gal. 5. 17. 
The *fleſh Iuſteth againſt the ſpirit, It's 
contrary to the ſpirit, and by reaſon of 
that contrariety,,a poor:Chriſtian can- 
not.do the things that he would. 

How many times have ſome Chriſti- 


' ans lamented this upon their knees , 


with bleeding hearts and weeping eyes? 
Lord I came hither to enjoy-thee; 1 
hop'd for ſome light , ſtrength ,- and 
refreſhment in this duty. I promis'd. 
my ſelf a good hour; my heart began 
to warm and meltinduty ; I was nigh 
to the expeRation and defire of my 
ſoulz but the unbelief;, deadneſs, and: 
vanity of my heart hath ſeperated be- 
twixtimeand my God, and with-held 
good things from me.. | 

Three things are requiſite to-Com- 
munion with God'in duties. 

Firft : Compolſedneſs of thoughts... 

Secondly : Afivity of Faiths. 
- Thirdly : Excitation of aftections, 
and all theſe are ſenſibly ubſtructed by 
innate Corruption : For by in-dwelling 
ſha. | 

Firſt; The order of the ſoul is di- 


ſturbed-by fending forth nultitudes-af 


vain 


bh p 
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vain and impertinent thoughts to. in- 

feſt and diftra& the: ſoul in its ap- 

proaches to God. the ſenſe of this evil 

gave occalion to that prayer, Pſal. 86, 
HM. Unite my beart to fear thy Name. 

How-much have we to do with our own 
hearts upon this account every day ? 
Abundance -of rules are given to cure 
this. evilz , but the corruption. of. the 
heart,makes them all neceſlary.. : ' 

+ Secondly : The activity. of; Faith is 
clogg'd by naturalunbelict'; O, what: 
difficulties 1s every work: of Faith carri- 
ed through ? Lord I believe, belp thou 
my unbelief, Mark. 9.,24. It, cramps: 
the handof Faith in' every partgf its; 
work 3 the ſoul ſenſibly: feels it (elf 
bound and fetter'd by its own. unbelicf, 
ſo that it cannot aſſent with that ful- 

nels, clearneſs, and determinatneſs that 

it would. It cannot apply with-that 
ſirength, certainty, and comfort itde- 
firesz and thus are the "x of Faith 
pinion'd, that when we ſhould ſoara- 
loft in the. higheſt ads of ſweet com- 
munion with God,. we can but flutter 
upon the Earth, and make. ſome weak 
eſſays and offers Heayen-ward,- which 
often times are. fruſtrated and put by, 
through the unbelict that isiin us. 
© a Third-- 


#'% 
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Thirdly : The excitation of the at- 
fe&ion is rendred difficult by reaſon of 
that natural deadneſs and hardneſs that 
is in the heart, Alas! TOs naturally an 
heart of ſtone, and as caſte it is todil- 
ſolve or melt the Rocks into'a {weet 
ſyrup, as the heart into ſpiritual and 
Heavenly affections towards God. 
There is fearce any one thing 'in this 
world that Chriſtians more patſionate- 
ly bewail, and arc hore” enſibly af- 


flicted for, than the deadnefs and 'hard- 
neſs of their own hearts, Nothing is 
found ſufficient ſometimes to effect, and 
raiſe them ; and yet if they-benot_ex- 


cited out of their torpor and ftupidity, 
they cannet have Communion witty 
in duties, # 


2, 

Secondly : And if we enquire into 
the reaſogg why poor Chriſtians find 
thetnſclves more infeſted by natural' 
Corruption in the ſeaſons of duty, than 
at other times, the reaſons are obvious 
to him that conſiders, 


| x; Doty irritates it. 
Thxega Satan excites it. 
3. God permits it to be (o. 
Fuſt ; 
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Firſt : - Corruption is irritated by 
duty, its provoked by. that which bri- 
des and purges it: Nothing is. found 
more deſtructive to Sin, thanCommu» 
nion with God is, and therefore-no- 
thing makes a frercet oppoſition" to all 
fellowſhip and communion betwixt the 
ſoul and its God, than fin doth. As 


Waters {well and rage when they are- 


obliradied by-a dam, fo do our Cor- 


ruptions, when obſtructed and check'd - 
by duty. Sin would fain make men 


leave praying, and Prayer-would fain 
make men leave {ipning. 


Secondly : As Day: irritates it ; {0+ - 
in fach fea / 
ſoris. When , the- High Prieſt; - 


$atan excites it, cipec 


food before the Lord, Satan was ſeen 
ſtanding at his right hand to reſiſt bin, 


Zech.3. 1. How hard is it for a Chri- © 


ſtian then to be dexterous,- apt, and 


ready for ſpiritual works, whillt Satan 


ſtands at his right hand; the working 
# hand, to make reſiltance. 

The Devil is aware that one hour of 
cloſe ſpiritual and hearty converſe with 
God in Prayer, is able to pull down 
what he hath been contriving and 
building many a year. Now this en- 
vious Spirit having an eaſic acceſs wu 
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to*the phanſie, that buſie and. unruly 


power of the foul, will not be wanting, 


tocreate fuch figments and notions in 
it, as hike a rapid: ſtream ſhall carry a- 
way:the ſoul and all its thoughts'from 
God-in duty. Oh, what adoe have 
moſt Chriſtians to- prevent . the fallies 


and excurſions of their hearts from God. 


at ſuch times ! 

Thirdly : As. Satan exerciſes it, ſo 
the Wiſe and Holy God,-for good: ends 
tahis People, permiitsit to be (0, 


This Thorn in the Fleſh keeps them. 


humble; theſe. lamentcd deftructions 
and corruptions in their duties deſtroys 
their. dependance upon them, ,and glo- 
rying in theth. For if we be ſo'prone 
to-pride and confidence in our duties, 
amidſt ſuch ſenſible workings and 


.minglings of Corruption with them, 
what ſhould we be if they were-more. 
pure and excellent? Theſe things alſo 
make the Saints weary of this World, 


and to groan within themſelves after 
the more perte& ſtate, whergin God 
| ſhall be enjoyed and ſeen in more 
perfection aud ſatisfaction, But. 


Wo 1 &1;z1 
Thirdly :. This-in the mean -time_ 


can» 
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carinot but be a yery grievous affliction 

nd preſſure to. the gracious ſoul, to 
[: thus clog'd and i infeſted by its own - 

Corruptions in the very ſeaſon of its 
communion with. God, For. 

Firſt: By this the ſqul is rendred ve- 
xy unſuitable to that-holy preſence it 
approaches, Hah. 1. 13. Thou art of 
prerer eyes than to behold evil, and canft 
not look, upon Iniquity. Muft the great 
and bleſſed God wait upon a. poor 
Worm till it be at leiſure to attend him? 


| Muſt he be forſaken for every trifle that 


comes in: the way of its phanfie? Oh, 
how provoking an evil is this! Surely 
God heareth not Vanity, netther will the 
Almighty regard it, Job 35. 13. This 
unfiucableneſs of our {pirits Ko the 
Lord, cannot do leſs than cover -our 
faces with ſhame, as it did, Ezra. 9. 6. 
O my God I am aſhamed, and even bluſo 
#0 look up unto thee. 

Sccondly : By this thoſe: benefits and 


- comforts are intercepted , which are 


better than life : There is a ſenſible 


preſence of God, there are manifefta- . 


tions of pardon, peace, and love there 


_ are org influences and freſh a- 


nointings of the ſpirit; there'are a 


thouſand mercics of this kind, that in 


their . 


*3 
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their ſeaſons are communicated to men © 
in the way of duty 3 and would it'riot 
prievea manto the'very heart and ſonl, 
to bedefeated of thoſe ineltimable trea- 
ſures, by the breaking forth of rhe Un- 
belicf, Pride, or Vanity of his own 
heart, when ſuch raercics are almoſt in 
his hand ? Tewr Iniquites (faith the 
Prophet) have ſeparated betwixt you and 
your God, and your fins have bid bis face 
from you that he will not bear, Ta. 59.2. 
Q crael covering! O diſmal Cloud ! 
that hides the Be of God from his 
People, that they cannot | behold it. 
Wherefoream I come from Geſhur (faith 
Abſatom ) if 1 may not ſee the Kings 
face ? 

What doT here upon my knees,faith 
a Chriſtian, if I may not fee God. 
Dnties are nothing to me without 
God : The World and all its comforts 
"are dry and taſteleſs things to me with- 
out God : His manifeſted Favour, and 
ſealed loye are the very life of my life, 
and from this the corruptiun of 'my 
owp heart have cut me off, 

Thirdly : By theſe things the beau- 
ty and excellency of duties are defaced. 
Theſe dead flies ſpoil {that excellent 
Oyntmentz for wherein confifts the 
; beauty 


beauty and true excellengegs ofduries, 


- per of ſoul, with which. they are: per- 
formed ? This makes themuitable'$o 
their object, Fob. 4. 24. take away 
ſpirituality! from duties, and then you 
may .number them among 'your fins, 
and the matters of your ſhame and ſor- 

 yow. Take away the heart from duty, 
and what remains but a dead carcafs, 


, 


without life or beauty ? 
.. Fourthly 3 By theſe things gracious 
ſouls arc greatly puzled and perplexed 


aboutthcir eſtate and condition. | This 
is the fountain of their fears and doub- 
tings O,when a man feels ſuch dead- 
neſs in-his heart towards God, ſuch 
Riffneſs in his will to the willof God, 
ſuch a liftleſs carcleſs temper to all that 
is ſpiritual? How {thinks he) can this 
conſiſt with a renewed fate and tem- 
per? Sureno Chriſtian is troubled with 
ſuch an heart as mine is eſpecially 
when it (hall be found in its ordinary 
courſe ſo free, nimble, and indefatiga- 
ble in its pcrſuits and entertainments of 
things ſenſual and carthly. There it is 
as the Chariots of Aminadab, but here, 
like Pharoabs Chariotsz there it as 
much necds the Cxrb, as it doth the 
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Spur here.,z Lord, ſaith the:poor ſoul, 
L hngke OSU what todo : If: I:do not 
look-into my heart I cannot befinceres 
and if I do, 1 can have no comfort. 
This is a fad perplexity indeed; 

Fitthly and laſtly : By theſe things 
the Spirit of God is:grieved;::and that 
which grieves him cannot/but be:a grief 
and; burden to us : -His motions are 
quench'd by theſe Corruptions, '-his 
{ancifying defigns (as much as lies in 
us) obſtruct} by, theth , ſurely then 
there is cauſe cnoligh why-a Chriſtian 
ſhould. follow every vain thought with 
adeep ſigh, and every ſtirring of unbe- 
lief with a (ad tear. 

The uſetulneſs of this point is great, 
and exceeding ſeaſonable, when we are 
to draw nigh to. Gbd, and addreſs our 
{zlves to ſpiritual duties; It may to 
ercat purpole be improved by ways. © 


2. Direction. _ 


1, Information. 
of.? 
3- Conſolation. 


We may greatly improve. it for our 
Intormation in the: following parti« 
culars, 


Hence 


2X 

 Hencewe may take our meaſures of 
the wonderful and altoniſhing gracs 
and condeſcention of God to his Peo- 


ple, who notwithſlanding all that evil © 


which is preſent with them in the good 
they do, will not reject their perſons or 
duties for all that. 

How doth free grace make its own 
way through {warms of Vanity! How 
doth it break through all the deadnels, 
infidelity and hardneſs of our hearts to 
do us good! Though evil be preſent 
with us, our gracious God will not be 
abſent from us notwithſtanding that. 

How greatly was the Spouſe amaz'd 
at the- unexpected condeſcenſion and 
grace of Chriſt in this matter ? Cant. 
2. 8. Iti the voice of my Beloved, behold 
he cometh leaping over the Mountains, 


- Shipping over the Hills, It is theVoice of 


my Beloved. | That abrupt cutted ex- 
preſſion ſhews a perfect ſurprize. She 
{aw mountains of guilt and unworthi- 
thineſs betwixt Chriſt and her Soul, 
and.yet behold he comes skipping over 
all thoſe mountains and hills: O free 
grace ! rich and admirable grace,which 
with ſo many notwithſtandings, and ne- 
| D verthe- 
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 Saframental Weditations-- Y 
vertheleſſes, will ſave and comfort the 
poor unworthy ſoul! 


2, 

How little reaſon haveany of us to 
be proud of our beft performances! 
There is not a juſt man upon Earth , that 
doth good and finneth not, ſaith Solomon, 
Eccleſ. 7. 20. If there be ſomething ſu- 
pernaturally good in. our duties, yet 
theres abundance of natural evil com- 
mixed with that good; the evil is 
wholly ours, the good wholly Gods : 
we haveno reaſon then to glory in our 
beſt performances, 

It hath been a queſtion with ſome, 
whether ſome ſhort tranſient a&t'of a 
regenerate foul may not be free from 
fin 3 but it was never queſtion d whe- 
ther any continued a&, much leſs a 
courſe of ations could be without ſin. 
Evil will beprefent with us in all wedo, 
"twill be with us in our Cloſets, preſent 
even in the awful preſence -of the holy 
God, in the moſt high and ſolemn du- 
ties of Religion, in the molt pure and 
ſpiritual actions that paſs from us 3 
ceaſe then as from dependance, ſo fro. 

de and Conccitednefs in all you dos! 

Whili our natures are {andifhed but'in 


Patt 


part, and our principles mixt, our du- 
tics and performances can never be 
pure. Who can bring a clean thing out of 
an unclean ? Not one, Job 14. 4. 


0 

5! 3. 

tt How are we all obliged to bleſs God 3. 

T, for Feſis the Mediator; to make us and I 
- our ſinful duties acceptable to God ? 


( Sad were our caſe if this High Prieſt did 

- not bear the Tniquity of our holy things, 

5 as it is, Exod. 28. 9, 'Tis his Obla- 
tion and Interccſhon that obtains and 
continues our pardon for our Prayer- 
ſins, our Hcaring-fins, our Sacrament- 
ſins : Theſe alone would eternally 
damn us, if we had no other, did not 
free grace make us accepted inthe Beloved, 
Eph. 1.6. When evil is preſent with 
'us, then is Chriſt, our Advocate, pre- 
{ent with the Father for us3 and thence | 
it is that we arenot deſtroyed upon our _ 
knees, and that the jealoafie of God 2% 
breaks not forth as fire to devour us in : 
our very dutics. 


4*-. Tfevil be preſent with us, yea, in- 4. 
*, herent in us, in our beſt duties, what 
> * necd had Chriſtians then to watch 4- 

D 2 gainſt- ISS 


52 QSacramental Beditations. 
E, gainſt the external occafions of fin, and 
to keep a cloſe guard upon their ſenſes, 
eſpecially when they have to do with 
God! 

There's danger enough from with- 
in, you need not open another door 
from without. This natural corrupti- 
on is too ative in it {elf, if there be no 
irritation by any -external occaſion 
how much more when the eye and car 
are open and unguarded, and occafions 
are offer'd it from without. Watching 
is half the work of a Chriſtian, whilſt he 
is praying, Eph. 6.18, The Arabian 
Proverb is as inftrudve as it is myſtical 3 
ſhut the Windows that the Houſe may 
belight. 


If evil be preſent when we would do 
good, if it infelt us in our beſt duties 3 
then certainly there is no reſt to be ex- 
pected for any of Gods People in this 
world. Where (hall we go to be free 
from fin; it any where, let us go to 
our Cloſets, to our knees, to the Ordi- 
nances of God yea, but even there c- 
vil is and will be preſent with us, if we 
cannot be free from evil there, it's in 
vain to expect it elſewhere in this 

; world, 


Sacramental Beditations. 
world. Only in Heaven Believers reſt 
from fin, when once they are abſent "p® 
from the body, and preſent with the "42 
Lord, ſta (hall no more be preſent with 4 
them 3 which ſhould make all that hate | 
fin, long for Heaven, and be willing 


to be diſſolved, and be with Chriſt. 
2. For Dire@ion. 


Let all that experimentally ſenſe and 
feel what the Apolile here mourns over, 
carefully attend ſuch dire&ions as may 
prevent the ſpoil of their duties by the 
working of their corruptions in them, 

' Though no rules are found ſufficient 
to prevent wholly the influence of our 
Corruptions upon our duties, yet own 
it as a ſpecial mercy, if it may in any 
meaſure be prevented, or reſtrained.3 
in order whereunto, I ſhall hint briefly 
theſe following rules, which the expe 
rience of many Chriſtians hath re- 
commended as exceeding uſeful in 
this caſe. | 

Firſt: Be more diligent in preparation x, Role, + 
for your, duties, if you would meet with 2 
leſs errno in your duties, Theve- 
ry light of nature teacheth ſolemn pre- 
paration to all important and weighty 
| D 3 buſineſs 
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buſi teſs, and is there more ſolemn and 
concerning buſineſs "in all the world, 
than that which thou tranſaReſt with 
God in duties? Angels approach not 
this God with whom thou haſt todo, 
without profound reſpes to his im- 
menſe greatneſs & awful holineſs, Eſa. 
6.3. When you ſtretch forth your 
hands, it is required that you firſt pre- 
pare your hearts, Fob 11. 13. 

Secondly : Realize the preſence of 
God in all your duties, and awe your hearts 
all that you are able by that conſideration. 
O, think whata piercing holy eye be- 
holds thy heart, and tries thy, reins. 
Wouldf thou not be really aſhamed; if 
thy thoughts were but vocal to men, 
and the workings and wandrings of 


thy heart viſible to thoſe that- joyn 


with thee in the fame duty? O, if the 
preſence of God were more realized, 
certainly your hearts would be better 
ſecured againſt the: incurſions of your 
Corrupttions ! 

Thirdly : Labour for a deeper meaſure 
and degree of Sanfification , many other 
rules are but $F m_—__ Anodynee, to give 
preſent caſe 3 but this is the way to a 
real Cxre : a thouſand things may be 
found helptal to put by a vain _ 

Or 


4 


Sacramental Beditations., 
for the preſent, but chen it returns a- 
gain,and it may be with more ſtrength; 
This is the proper method to dry the 
ſpring: when others are but attempts to 

ivert the ſtream. It habits of grace 
were more deeply radicated , acts 'of 
grace would be more ealie to us, and 
flow more freely from us. 


Laſtly :. Conſider what an aggravation 5, Rule, 


i is to your evil, to vent it ſelf inthe ſpe- 
cial preſence of God in duties, Sce how 
Paul mourns over it in the Text. It 
is not only a fin, but an affronting of 
God to his Face; this grieving of his 
Spirit# the (poil of thy duty ; it is (as 


one aptly calls it ) obex infernalis, an + 


helliſh Bar or Remora to all (weet and 
free intercourſe of the {oul with God. 


3. Conſolation. 


But whilſt I am repreſenting the e-« 
vil of it toſome, it may be there are o- 
thers over-whelmed with the (orrowfal 
{enſe of it; even todiſcouragement and: 
deſpondency : Poor Chriſtian, is this 
thy-caſe? Arc all the Afflitions in the 
world nothing to thee in'compariſon 
with this evit which is preſent: with 
thee , when thou would(t - do good. 

R D 4. Well, 
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Well, though thou canft not do the 
good thou would, nor free thy (elf 
yet from the evil thou wouldſt rather 
than live be freed from : There are four 
things that may be much rclict to thy 
pcnlive ſoul. 

Firſt : Though the preſence of evil even 
in thy beſt duties be ſad, yet thy grief and 
affliction for it is ſrveet, That is a fad 
fin, but this is a ſweet ſign: It is not 
heart-evils, heart-wandrings in duties, 
hardneſs, and unbelief that Hypocrites 
mourn for, but more groſs and exter- 
nal evils, Let this trouble for {1n com- 
fort thee, whcn the preſence of fin 
gricves thee, | 

Secondly : God accepts through Feſus 
Chriſt, what you do ſincerely, though you 
can do nothing purely and perfefily, Cant. 
5. 1. Your finccrity is your Evangeli- 
cal perfcCtion 3; the evil that is preſent 
is not imputed 3 the good that is pre- 
ſent , is (notwithſtanding that come, 
mixed evil) accepted, which is ſtrong 
conſolation. 

Thirdly : You find, your caſe was the 
caſe if bleſſed Paul, a man of eminent San- 
Gity. And if you conſult all the Saints, 
one by one, you will find themall ſick 
of this diſeaſe 3 ſo that your caſe is not 
fingular. Fourthly ; 


_—_ '. Ga 


Sacramental editations. nl 
Fourthly : Towr Fuſtification is perfe, 

and without ſpot, though your $anftifica- 

tion be not-ſo, and the time is coming 

when your Sancifhcation ſhall be - as 

- your Juſtification is 3 and after that 

no more complaints, 


THE FOURTH 


MEDITATION 


UPON 


Eph. 1.13. I» whom alſo, after 
that ye believed, ye were Sealed 
with the boly Spirit of Pro- 
miſe, 


ARCeE ROM his doxology and 

& ſolemn Thankſgiving , 
ver.3. the Apoſtle enume- 
rates the principal Chri- 
flian priviledges that 
gave the occaſion of that thankſgiving, 
among which, this in the Text 1s not 
the lealt, though laſt named, 

In this one verſe we have the two 
noblc as of Faith diſplaid ; its di- 
re a& call'd Truſting, and Its reflex 
a&t, which in order of nature and time 


fol- 


Sealing. - f Bi 
In the latter clauſe (to which I fhalt 
conhne- my Meditations”) ' four things 


muſt be remarked, wiz. 
Subjet 
The roms of Aſſurance. 
Qualicy 


The Subject of Afſurance, which is 
and can be no other than a ſoul that 
hath'clofed with Chrift by Faith, re- 
flex a&s neceſſarily -preſuppoſe dire& 
ones, Never was any Unbeliever 
Sealed, except to Damnation : Aſſu- 
rance is peculiarly the Prerogative of 
Believers. dE 

The Nature of Aſſurance, he calls 
it Sealing 3 an apt metaphor to expreſs 
the nature of it. For Aſſurance like a 
Seal, both confirms, declares, and di- 
ſtinguiſhesz it confirms the grant of 
God, declares the purpoſe of God, and 
diſtinguiſhes the perſon ſopriviledg'd 
from other men. 

The Autior. of Afſurance, which is 
the Spirit, he is the Keeper of the great 
Seal of Heaven, and it's..his Othce to 
con-. 
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Sacramental Peditations: - - 
confirm and ſeal the Bclievers right * 
4 intereſt in Chriſt and Heaven, Rome. -- 

16. 

Laſtly : The qualicy of this m_ 
of Afſurance, or the Scaling Spirit, he 
Seal» in the quality of an'holy Spirit, 


| and of the Spirit of promiſe, 45 | an boly 


Spirit, relating to his previous ſani- 
fying work upon the ſcaled ſoul. As 
the Spirit of promiſe, reſpeQing the-me- 
dium or intftrument, made uſe of by 
him in 'this his Scaling work ; for he 
Scals by opening and applying the 
promiſes to Believers from the Spirits 


order, 
The Note will be this. 


Dodt. 

That the priviledge of Sealing follows 
the duty of Believing. 

There is no ſcaſon more proper 
to treat of the Scaling of the Spirit, 
than at a Scaling Ordinance 3 nor 
can I handle the Spirits ſealing work 
in- a more profitable method , than 
in ſatisfying theſe five Queries par- 
ticularly; and then applying the 
whole, 


1. What 


| Sacrament 1 apeictons. «a. 


I, What i is the Spirits Seating, nd 
how performed ? ' 
2. Why none are Scaled till they Be- 
| 1 lieve? .. 
q 3: Whether all Believers fare Sealed ? 
4. What is the priviledge of being 
Sealed ? 
| 5. What are the effects of the Spirits 
-L- Sealing ? 


I. Query. 
Firſt : Fhat is the Spirtts Sealing I Que 
worlÞ and bow is it performed ? 


Anſwer. 

The Scaling of the Spirit, is hisgi- 
ving a ſure and certain teſtimony to 
the reality of that work of gracehe hath 
wrought in our ſouls, and to ourinte- 
reſt in Chriſt and the Promiſes 3 there- 
by ſatisfying our fears and :doubts a- X; 
bout our eſtate and condition. "4 

Every matter of weight and con- 
cernment is to'be ods”, by two ſuth- 
cient Witneſſes, Dewt,.1 9715; or fin- 
ccrity and intereſt in Chriſt are matters 
of the deepeſt concernment to. us in all 
theworld, and therefore need a farther - 
| witneſs to confirm and clearthem _ oY 

at 1 
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' that of our own ſpirits. the ſpirit it 
{cf therefore: bears witneſs: with our 
ſpirits, Rom. 8. 16. Three things con- 
cur tothe ſpirits Scaling work. 
He Sanctifies the-ſoul. | 
He irradiates and clears that work 
*. of Sanctihcation. 
_ Heenables it thereby to apply Pro- 
miſes. 
The firſt, is his material or objedtive 
Seal, the latter his formal Scaling, 
None but the Spirit at God can clear 


” and confirm our title to Chriſt; for he 


only ſearcheth the deep:things ; 
x Cor. 2.10, andit*s his office, Roms. $, 


I6, ovuwuadupty, to Witneſs with our 
t5. 

This Seal or Witneſs of the Spirit 
muſt needs be trace and certain, becauſe 
Ommniſcience and Truth are his efſen- 
tial properties : He is Omniſcient , 
x Cor. 2. 10, and therefore cannot be 
deceived himfelt:* He is the Spirit of 
Frutch; Joh: 14-17. and therchore can- 
not deceive us3 ſo-that his teſtimony is 
more infallible 'and ſatisfactory than a 
Voice from Heaven, 2 Pet, 1. 19. 

If an Angel ſhould appcar and tell 
us Chriſt had ſaid to him, Go and tell 
 ſucha man, that Iloye him, that I ſhed 
Wy. 


mybloed for him, and will fave him ; 
itcould never give that repoſe andfa-' 
tisfiction to the” mind as the internal 
- Witrieſs:or Seal of the ſpirit doth for 
that\may be a delufion, but thiscannot.. 
The wicneſs of our own heart miay' a-- 
mount toa ſtrong, probability'z but the- 
witneſs of the ſpirit s demonſtration,” | 
1 fob. 4. 24. 

So that as it is the defign and work 
of Satan to caft in doubts and fears into 
gracious hearts, :typerplex and intan- 
gle them, ſo oppoſitely it is the work 
of the. Spirit to clear and: fertle the ſan- 
ified foul, and fill it with peace and 
Joy in believing , Fob. 16. 7. Rom. 14. 


7. 

In Sealing he both attefts the fidens 
uz creditier, 'the' do@rine or obje&t of 
aith and the fidem qua creditur , the 

infuſcd” habit, or grace of Faith : OF 
the former he Gaith, this is my Word, of 
the latter, this is my Work; and his 
Seal or Teltimony is evermore agree- 
able to the written word, Iſa. 8. 20. 
So that what he ſpeaks in ourhearts, 
and what heſaith in the Scripture, are 
ever-more concordant and harmoni- 
ous teſtimonies, 


To 


6. " @archmigtn onvianions? 
: To conclude ,/in Sealing 'the(By-!- 

liever, he doth notmake ufo of 'an aus! 

dible Voice, nor the 'Miniftry of An= 

_ gels, nor immediate-and extraordina- 

Y ry:;reyelations 3; but he makes uſe of 
5 his qwn graces implanted in our hearts, 
; and his own promiſes. written in the 
Scriptures 3. and in this method. he u- 
ſually brings the doubting trembling 
heart of the Believer to reſt and com- 


fort. 
x | 2. Query. 
2.Query. . Fhy are none Sealed till ofter Be 
4 lieving? 
Anſw. 


. It cannot be denicd but that many 
perſons in the _ of nature and unbe- 
lief, may have rounded confidences, 
and falſe corfiforts built thereupon, 
This is evident from Matth. 7. 22, 
Many will ſay unto me in that day, Lorg, 
Lord , have. not we Prophefied in thy 
Name. And Fob. 8. 54, 55+ of whom ye 
ſay that he ia your God, and yet ye have not 
known him. And beyond all is that 
ſtarthng Scripture, Heb. 6. 4, 5. 
Who were once enlightned, and have tafted 
e the Heavenly gift, and were made par- 


takers 


- 
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takers of the Holy Ghoſt, and have taſted 
the good Word of God, and the powers of 
the World to come, if they fall away, 8c, 

But for any except real Believers to 
have thoſe Witneſſes and Sealings of 
the Spirit deſcribed above, is utterly 
impothible, and will evidently appear 
to beſo, whether we conſider 


Author 
Nature 
Thes/ Objedt of this work, 
Mediums 
End and deſign, 


Firſt ; Conſider the Axthor of this 
work, the Spirit of God, who is an Holy 
Spirit, asthe Text calls him, and the 
Spirit of Truth, as Chriſt calls him, 
Foh. 14.17. and it carmot be that e- 
ver he thould give teſtichony to a lye, 


orgive a falſe witneſs, quite croſs to. + 


the very tenour of the written word, as 
he muſt do, ſhould he Seal an Unbe- 
liever. What though they be Elect, 
yet whilſt Unregenerate, they have.no 
actual intereſt in Chriſt-and-the Pro-' 
miles , and.therefore can have non&@ 


Sealcd by the Spirit. Prius eft predicare 


de eſſe quam de cognoſci; we mult be 


Saints 
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\ Saints befose we can be known to 

be fo. _ | 
Secondly : Conſider but the nature 
of this work, and it cannot be, that e- 
ver an Unbelicver ſhould be Scalcd by 
the Spirit : For aſſurance is produced 
in our ſouls by the-reflexive as of our 
Faith. The Spirit helps us to reflect 
upon what hath ben done by him for- 
merly upon our hearts. Hereby we know 
that we know him, 1 Joh.2.3. To know 
that we know, is a reflex at; now it's 
impoſſible there ſhould be a reflex be- 
fore there hath been a dire& at. - No 
man can have the evidence of his Faith, 
betore the habit be infuſed, and the 
vital act firſt performed. 

Thirdly : Confider the objeT matter, 
to:which he Seals, and it will be found 
to be his own SanCtifying operations 
upon -our hearts, and- conlequently to 
our priviledges in Chriſt , Kom. 8. 16, 
1'Foh. 3. 24. The thing or matter at- 
teſted is, that Chriſt abideth in us, and 
that we are the Children of God. But 
noſuch thing can be Scaled till we be- 
Iteve, for neithcr our Adoption nor 
Sanctifcation can be before#aith. 

' Fourthly: Confider the mediums or 
infiruments uſed by the Spirit in.his 
| Scaling 
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Sealing work-, the promiſes are his 
ſealing inftruments, and on that ac-+, 
ure } count he is calf'd the $ pirit of Promiſe in 
' E- Tf the Text : Not only becauſe he is the 
by Þ Spirit promiſed; . but as. the Promiſes 
ed FF containthe ſpirit, ſo the Spirituſes the 
ur J Promiſcs (z.e.) clears them. toour un» 
> F derſtandings, avd helps us to apply 
r- | themto our ſouls; but this he never 
w }F doth, nor can do. till the foul by Fath 
w. | have union. with Chriſt; for till then 
's I ithathno right in the Promiſes, 
- | - Fifthlyand laſtly : Conſider the end 5» 
oO | anddefign of this work of the Spirit, 
» | whichis toſecure to the foul its peace, 
: | pardon, and ſalvation io Chriſthe'feals 
Believers to the day of Redemption, 
| Eph. 4. 30: (i.e) to their compleat 
Salvation : So then it muſt be equally 
impoſhble for an Unbeliever to be 
ſealed as to beſaved. 


3. Query. 


The next enquiry ”, whether all Be= 3 . Query, 
lzevers are Sealed bythe Spirit ? 


Anſw. 


The «eſolacion of this Query will: 
depend 


»4 % , 
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depend upon ſeveral diſtin@tions that 
mult be made upon this matter. 


I. Diſtin&on. 

We muſt diſtinguiſh the different 
kinds of the Spirits ſcaling z all his 
Sealing work is not of one kind, nor to 
one and the {ame uſe and end. 

There is an Objetitve Scal which di- 
ſtinguiſhes the- perſon, and a Formal 
Seal which clears and ratihes his inte- 
reſt in Chriſt and Salvation, The firſt 
he doth in Sandifying us ; the ſecond 
in Aſſuring us. 

When he Scals us Objedively, that - 
is, when he SanCtihes us really by the: 
ivfufion of grace, he Seals us by way 
of diſtinction from other men , which 
is one end of Scaling 3 for though in 
reſpect of Gods decree- and purpoſe 
there was a difference betwixt us and 
others before time, 2 Tim. 2.19. And 
although in regard of Chriſts intention 
in his death, there was a difference be- 
twixtus andothers, Foh. 17.9. yetall 
this while there is no perſonal, a&ual 
difference betwixt us and others, till 
Sanctitication do make one, Eph. 2. 3. 
and 1 Cor. 6, 11. But the Sanctifica« 


tion of the Spirit- makes a real diffe- 
; rence 
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rence in the ftate and temper of the 
perſon, 2 Cor.5.17. and manifeſts that 
difference which EleQion put betwixt 


us and others before-time, 1 Thef, 1, - 


4, 5- And yet all this while a man may 
not be formally Sealed (z. e.) his San- 
Qification may be very doubtful to 
himſelf, and he may labour under great 
fears about it. 


2. Diſtinion. 

The ſeaſons of the Spirits ſealing, 
muſt be diſtinguiſhed 3 and theſe are 
to ſome, 

Firſt : Immediately upon the ſouls 
firſt cloling with Chriſt at Converſion, 
eſpecially when Converſion is wrought 
at riper age, and is uſher'd in by a 
greater degree of the ſpirit of bondage, 
and deep inward terrors. © Thus the 
Prodigal (the emblem of a Convert ſo 
brought home to God |) was enter- 
taincd with the fatted Calf and Mufick, 
but all find not this preſently, as ſome 
do. 

Secondly : Times of eminent Com- 
munion with God are Sealing times : 


There are extraordinary out-lets of 


Peace, Joy., and Comfort , at ſome 
ſcaſonsin duty, which makes the fiate 


of 


2, 
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of the ſoul very clear 3 and banifhes 
all ſcruples and fears from the heart. 

Thirdly : Others are Scaled upon 
ſome emineht hazard they have been 
expoſed to for Chriſt, or ſome extra- 
ordinary ſufferings they have under- 
gone for Chriſt z wherein they have 
carricd it with eminent meckneſs, pa- 

. tience, and fclf-denial, 2 Cor. 1. 4, 5. 
Thus the Martyrs were many times 
Sealed in the depth of their ſuftcrings. 

Fourthly : It's uſually found that. a 
Sealing time follows a dark day of de- 
{ertion, and ſore combats with tcmpta»- 
tion. Poſt Nubila Pheabus. So that Text, 
Rev. 2. 17. is expounded by ſome, To 
bim that overcometh will T give the white 
ſtone. and the new name. 

Fifthly : Dying-times prove Sealing- 
times to many ſouls, if their whole life 
have been like that day deſcribed by the 
Prophet, Zech. 14. 17. neither dark 
nor light, a lite betwixt hopes and 
fears, yetat Evening-time it hath been 
light, 


3. Diſtindion. 

Laſtly : We muſt diſtinguiſh the (e- 
veral ways and manners of Sealing, 
Someare extraordinary and immediate, - 

| vouch- 


> , 


FT ara bidiigtions. _ 


*-vouchſafed only to ſome perſons, at 
ſome ſpecial times and feafons. Thus 
n Zachews was in-an cxtraordinary and 
n immediate way aſcertained of his Sal- 
[= vation, Lzk. 19. 9. This day is Salvation 
Ps come to thus -Honſe, And ſo the Palhie- 
Ee man, Mark. 2. $. Son ( ſaith Chriſt) 
ſe thy ſins be forgiven thee. But theſe im- 


L mediate ways are ceaſed 3 noman may 
O now expe by any new Revelation or 

Sign from Heaven, by any Voice, or 
] extraordinary Inſpiration to have his 
b Salvation ſealed, but muſt expect that 
. mercy in Gods ordinary way and me- 


thod, ſearching the Scriptures , cxa- 
mining our own hearts, and waiting 
» - on thcLordin Prayer. 

The Learned Gerſon gives an in- 
ſtance of one that had been long upon 
the borders ofdeſpair.and at laſt ſweet- 
ly aſſured and fctled; and being asked 
how he attained that Aſſurance, he an- 
{wered, Non ex nova aliqua revelatione, 
&c. Not by any new revelation , but 
by ſubjeAting my underſtanding to,and 
comparing my heart with the written 
word. 

And Mr. Roberts in his Treatiſe of _ 
the Covenants, ſpeaks of another that ; Y 
{0 venemently panted after the —_ T3 

an 


b 
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and Affurancc of the love of God to his 
ſoul, that for a long time he carneltly 
delired {ome Voice trom Heaven 3 and 
ſometimes walking in the folitary 
Fields, carneltly delired ſome miracu- 
lous voice from the Trees or Stones 
there: This was denied him, but in 
time a better was afforded in a ſcriptu- 
ral way. 


Now to rcſ{olve the.Query out of 
theſe diſtinctions. 

Firſt : Though all Believers have 
not the formal Sealings of the Spirit, 
yet they have the objeFive, or material 
Seal 3 that is, the Spirit is in themas a 
ſancifying ſpirit, putting a real diffe- - 
rence betwixt them and others, when 
he is not with them by way of evidence 
and aflurance of ſanctitication- 

Secondly : Though all Believers are 
not Sealed at oneand theſame time, yet 
there are few, if any Believers, but do 
meet with one ſeaſon or other in this 
life, wherein the Lord doth Seal them 
if not at their fhirft cloſe with Chriſt, as 
many have been Scaled, yet in ſome 
choice and eminent ſeaſon of commu.- 
nion with God, ſuch golden ſpots of 
time, ſuch precious ſeaſons moſt Chri- 

ftians 
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ſtians cars fpeak of. » Though'as Ber- 
nord (peaks, it be rare hova, brevis more. 
Seldom but ſee : Or if not in thi 
y -courſe of their dire obedience, *tis 2 
I thouſand to' one bat they thall meet itn 
s | the wayof their paſſive —_ if God 
n exexciſe ''thery eminehdy under 'the 4 
l. &ols, or after a dark ond of dcfertion, «4 

or in adying hour, 

Thirdly and laſtly: Though God now 

ft | Seals not men in an extraordinaryand 

immediate way by Revelation, immedi- 
c ate Inſpiration, or Voices from Heaven, 
5 yet molt Chriſtians are ſealed in the or- 
l 3 dinary way of the Spirit, under one 


2 F} Ordinance or other, in-one duty or 

- 4 other. 

[1 

- 4. Query. 3 
. . 4-7 

- What is the priviledge of being Sealed] 

- by the Spirit ? 

) 

Anſw. 

$ Much every way, words cannot ex- 

: preſs the riches of this mercy3 for let 

: us but confider the four following par- 

J ticulars, and you will admirethe mercy. 


E Firſt : 


Quarcotocttal i owitations. 
Firſt: Conſider whoſea& and pro- 
per work Sealing is. God doth not 
{end Angels upon this Errand; though 
if he did, that wonld..be a great ho- 
nour to poor duſt: and athes, ; but he 
ſends his Spirit-to do it, Oh, the Cor= 
deſcenſion of the great God to men! 
this is a greater honour than if myl- 


lions of Angels were imploy'd about 


At. 

And. then as to certainty and fatis- 
faction, itis beyond all other ways and 
methods in the world .; for in miracu- 
lous Voices and Inſpirations it*s poſi. ble 
there may ſubeſſe falſum, be found 
ſore Cheat or Impolture of the Devil; 
but the ſpirits witneſs in the heart. ſuis 
table to his revelation in the Scripture, 
cannot deceive us, 

Secondly : The concluſion or truth 
ſealed, is' ravilhing and tranſporting, 
All Chrifttans vehemently pant tor it, 
few have the enjoyment of it for any 
long continuance. : But whilſt they do 
enjoy it, they enjoy Heaven upon 
Earth, a joy beyond all the joys of this 
world,” To have this conclufionfurely 
Sealcd,- Chrift is mine , my {in is par» 
doned, I ſhall be ſaved from wrath, 
chrough him ; O, what is this! what 
is this ! Thirdly : 


= _ any _ 


© man A -- 


my = 1 © OA 


MA ©. 


t 


Sacramental Beditations: 


- Thirdly : Conlider the, ſubject,” or, 


perſon S:aled, a poor linful wretch'that 
haſt ten thouſand times over grievgd 
the good Spirit of God, by whom not- 
withſtanding thou art Scaled to the day 
of Redemption: Thou haft: by every 
fin deſerved to be (caled- up to Damna- 
tion-: Thou haſt reaſon to account and 
eſteem thy {elf much ' inferior in graces 
and dutics to many thouſands of the 
Saints that are. panting after. this pri- 
viledge, and-cannot obtain'it : O, the 
riches of the goodnels of God/! 
Fourthly and laſtly ,, Conſider 'the 
deſigns and aims of the Spirit in his 
Sealing thy ſoul, which are 
-- I. To ſecure Heaven to' thee for 
ever. (0 
.2, As intermediate thereunto, to 
bring very much of Heaven' into thy 
foul,.-in the way to itz indeed to give 
thee two Heavens, whillt many others 


mult (uffer two Hells. 


5. Query. 


Laſtly : . We will ' enquire what are' 
the effets ,of the Spirits ' ſealing upon 


over ſouls, by which we may diftinguiſh 


and clearly diſcern it Np all delwſions 
| 2 
C 


of 
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| Gas tations; 


of Satan, _ all Impoſtures _] 


ever 2 


» 


Anſo. 


The genuine and proper airs and 
fruits liner 


.( 1. Inflamed Love. 
2. Renewed Care. 
3. Deep Abaſements. 
< 4. Increaſeof Strength. 
5. A delireto be with the Lord. 
| 6, Improved Mortification to the 
'L world. 


Whereſoever theſe are found conſe- 
quent to our Communion with God, 
and his manifeſtations of himfſclt 5 us 
therein, they put it beyond all doubt, 
that it was the Seal of his own bleſſed 
Spirit, and nodelaftion. *© 

Firft :- The Sealings of the Spirit 
cannot but intlame the Joveof the ſoul 
ina very intenſe degree towards God: 
One flame doth not more naturally be- 
get another, than the love of God doth 


kindle the love of a gracious ſoul to 


him. Fe have known and believed the 


love that God hath i&us, 1. Joh.4.16.19. 
| When | 


> 7 


1 


- 


When Chrift had- forgiven much to 
that poor Woman that had fin'd much, 
and manifeſted pardoning mercy to her 
foul, O; how much was her love to 
Chriſt inflamed thereby ? Lak. 7. 47- 

Secondly : Renewed care and dili- 
go” follows the Scalings of the Spirit. 

ow is the foul at the foot of Chriſt, as 
Mary was at the Sepmlcher, with fear 
and great joy. He that Travels the 
Road with a rich treaſure about him, 
is afraid. of a Thict in every buſh. This 
is exemplified in the Spouſe, who had 
endured many a fad day and: night in 
Chriſis abſence, and ſought him fſor- 
rowing 3, but when ſhe had. regained 
his felt.and ſenſible preſence, it's ſaid, 
Cant. 3..4-1 found him whom my ſoul 
loveth , I held bim , and jwould not let 
him go. 


She doth not (as one (peaks) layby Durban in” _ 
diligence, as if all were done; . but; is £9 : 


of 'new. taken up with-as great care. to 
retaia and improve this, mercy, as. be- 
fore the was * folicitous to obtain. it. 
Whether a Believer want op have, whe- 
then he be ſecking, or enjoying, there 
is. (tl mattes of exerciſe for: him. jn his 
condition; - 


« 
_ - - 


E 3 Thirdly : 
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Thirdly ; Deep abaſement and grea 
humblings uſe to follow the eminent 
appearances of God to the ſouls of 
men. Lord (faid thatDiſciple) how 
it that thou wilt manifeſt thy ſelf to us and 
not wnto the world, Joh. 14.22, When | 
God Scaled the Covenant to Abraham, 
to be a God to him, at this Abraham 
fel] upon his face, Gen. 17. 1, 2,3. Ne- 
ver doth a foullic lower in the duſt, and 
abhor it ſelf, than when the Lord 
makes the moſt ſignal mavifeſtations of 
his grace and loveto it. 

Fo urthly : Increafed firength fol- 
lows the ſcalings of the Spirit. New 
powers enter into the ſoul,” and a fen- 
lible improvement of its abilities for du- 
ty, or ever I was aware ( faith the 
Spouſe } my” ſoul made me as the Cha- 
riots of Aminadab, Cant. 6. 12, 

Now the wheels of the foul being 
oyled with the joy and cotnfort of the 
Spirit run nimbly in the ways of obe- 
dience. The joy of the Lord is your 
ſtrength. 

Fitthly : Sealings of the Spirit, in- 
flames the delires of the ſoul after Hea- 
ven,and makes it long togo home. No- 
thing makes death ſo undeſirable t&the 
Saints , as the doubts and fears that* 

hang 
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i hang upon their Spirits about their 


condition. Were their evidences for 


& Heaven clear, and their doubts reſolved; 
# they would as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, defire 
fl to be diſſolved, and tobe with Chriſt, Phil. 


1.23. If once the great queſtion of our 
intereſt.in Chriſt be throughly decided, 


and all be clear betwixt us and our” 


God, we ſhall *find Life the matter of 
Patience, and. Death the object of dt- 
Ire. 
« Sixthly and laſtly : Improved Mor- 
tincation to the world, flows natu- 
rally from the Scalings and Aſſurances 
of the love of God to. our fouls, It is 
with our ſouls after ſuch a view of Hea- 
ven, and a fealed intereſt therein, as it 
is.with him that hath been gazing upon 
that glorious Creature the Sun, when 
he comes to caſt his eye again upon'the 
Earth, all things ſeega dark and cloudy 
tohim. He-ſees no-beauty inany of 
thoſe things, becauſe of that excellent 
lufter which the lately ' beheld.” Fe 
know +( faith the Apoſtle) that if "or 


earthly houſe of this Tabernacle were diſ- 


ſold, we bave « building 'of Gd ,\ an 
ha not made with hands; eternal in 
the Heavens, there's Aſſurance or Seal- 
ing : ' For in this we groan earneſtly, de- 

E 4 firing 
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kl to qo cloathed upon 1 with play. or? | 
which is fram Heaven, There's the na- 


tural effect of it,'2 Cor, 5-1 I, 2. 


Utes. 


* The point ſpeaks to Gree ſorts of 
pcrſ{ons, viz. 


I, To thoſe that have not yet 
A been Sealed. 

2, To thoſe that once had; but 
\ now want this comfort, 
3- To thoſe that enjoy the com- 

forts of it. 


Firſt ; To thoſe that yet wanit this 


mercy, who. have not been formally 
Sealed by any aſſurance of their tile to 


Cimift , but all theix: days have been. 


clog, d: with fears, and doubts. of their 

condition. To ſuch.my Counſclis. 
Firſt ; That you be nat quiet under 

theſe uncertainties, 'but pant after.the 


aſſurance of peace and pardon. Say un- _ 


to. Chriſt, as. the Spoule did; Cant,*. 6. 


Set WR 4 "Aapomcy, thy heart, as a Seal 


Wren arm: Pant atcer;it as. Dievid 
. Bd >! ae" 3» $4y 4890 097 ſou, Lam Tam 


How 


b Fn * — mth, - 


- r 
.. 


” A 
þ+ ” SR. > ne > 
ea * 6-7 
1 \ 
> : : PL. 
. 7 7 
WM "T.-L ae ” 
tir 
. RR» 
On. 
—_ 


ramendal tpevitations | 
Hew can ybu-look pon: ſich proei- _ 
ous fvromifes, and not» dare to. taſt #* \ 
them\ How-carr yow-hear others fpeak | 
of their \ati-factian,, ' peace, and aſlu- 
rance, ay@ be quiet untilyou alfo have 
attainehify\ What is it that hinders 
this mercy :$at-it-cannotcome hometo 
your ſouls? bs it yournegleof duty? 
Q, tir up your. ſ{clves to take hold of 
God; HI. it want ofa through ſearch 
and examination of your eſtate? O, let 
not: thine eyes find-refi, till that be fully 
done : Is it ſorne {pecial guilt upon thy 
foal that grieves the Spirit of God? Be 
reſtleſs tilbit beremoved. -I knowthis 
mercy: is not at your command, dg 
what you can do. but yet I alſo know 
when God” beftows, it,' he-uſually-doth 
id in-theſe ways of our duty, 
Secondly : To thoſe that oncehad, 2, 
but now want this bleſſing, who ſay as 
Fob 29..2,3+.. O that it vere. with -me as 
in days paſt ! The darkneſs is the giea- 
ter toxyou; becauſe. you have walked in 
the light! of the Lord. The ſum of 
Chrifts Counſel .in this caſe is given. in 
.three. woxds, Rev. 2, 5. Remember, Re- 
Firſt: Remember (i. e.) ponder, 
confider, compare time with time, and MF 
E 5 Gate 4 
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Rate with Nate, how well itonce was, 
how fad itnow is. :-*- 

Secondly : Repent, mourn over theſe 
your finful. relapſes; ſure you may 
challenge the firſt place among all the 
mqurners in' the world. Your tofs is 
great. Q, better to have luſtthe light 
of YOUReyeS, tha this ſweet light: of 
Gods countenance 3, your {in hath ſepas 
rated betwixt you and your God, O 
mourn over it. 

Thirdly: Reform. Do your' firſt 
works again. O Chriſtian, -canfider 
thy heart is ſunk deeper into the world 
than-it was wont tobe. Thy duties 
are fewer, and thy zeal and affeQion 
to.God muchabated. Return, return, 
O back-ſliding ſoul, and labor to reco- 
ver thy firſt love to Chritt,” what-ever 
pains It coi thee. 

Laſtly : To thoſe that.-do emoy 
theſe choice and invaluable mercies, the 
Sealings of the Spirit;  ; 

Firlt,; Take heed that! you grieve 
not the good Spirit of God, by whom: 
yore are Sealed to the day of Rlemeprion 
Eph. 4. 30. - He hath comforted-you, 
don't you grieve him: The Spirit is a 
tender} and delicate thing , . you may 
quickly deprive your ſelves of his zay 
and pcace, | QC= 
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Secondly : " Behumble | 
vancement and dignity. If your hearts 
once begin to {well, look out for hum- 
ay I bling diſpenſations quickly, 2 Car.12.7. 
he' This treaſure is always kept in the 
is # Veſſelofa contrite and humble heart. 

It Thirdly : Keep cloſe ito duty 3 yea, 
f tack one duty to another by interme- 
- diate Ejaculations. If care” of duty be 


> once remitted, you are not 'far from a 
ſad change of your condition. 

t Fourthly : Improve all Ordinances, 

. eſpecially this great Scaling Ordinance 


for your farther -confirmation and eſta» 
bliſhment. A& your Faith to theutter- 
moſt of its ability upon Chriſt Grugh- 
ed, and-comfort will low in : The 
more the dire& as of Faith are-exer- - 
ciſed; the more powerful and [weet its 
reflex ads are like to be, 
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DP PRI. ms 
THE FIFTH- 
MEDITATION 
> UPON, - 


Joh-.3- 294; Behold . the Lamb of 
God which taketh away the Sins 
of the World. 


MEE H F fcope of this Chapter 
8 is to ptove the Divinity 
and Etcrnat God-head 
of Jelus Chriſt, One of 

"38 thoſe Arguments, by 
which this great Article of Faith is 
confirmed and- proved, is the Teftimo» 
ny of Fobn. This teſtimony of Fohn is 
the more remarkable, becauſe it was 
before Propheſied . of hum, that when 
the Meſi..h ſhould come, this Meſſen« 
per ſhould go before his face to prepare 
the way for him, Mal. 3. 1. 


Now 


Now zmong-all the Teliitmoniesthat 
ever fobn gave of Chriſt, n&ne'ever 
was, or could be more full and clear 
than this inthe Fext: 

Bebold the Lamb of God which Paketb 
away the' Sin of the World. © 


In-which words arc cemarkdhle, 


Fr The Preface to his Teftimony. 
2, The Teftimony icfrlf. 


Firſt: The Preface or Introdudion 
to Johns Teſtimorly 3 Behold, there” is 
a double ufe in Scripture of this word. 
Sometimes ics uſed by way of Thdiea- 
fon, and fometiniies by way of Excita+ 

In the firlt it points out” the per- 
ons in the laſt it, raiſes' our affections 
fohim. Inthis placei it hath both theſe 
Ufes. 

Behold the Lamb of God. 9. &; This is 
the grea@xpcQation and hope of. all 

Ages. This perfon-whom you behold, 
is the defir& of alt Nations; Loe, this 
is God manifeſt” in fleſh,” "This' is" the 
great Sicritice, rhe Lamb of God, Never 
on _—_ eyes behold ch an objet 


The teſtimony it Fo, 
"Fd FE, 


T3 
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piating,. takes it away, or procures the 


l 4 as: 
he.” 


which muſt be —_— two ways, 
as it reſpes, 


1, The truth and re-I. 
$f of Chriſt 


- The vertue and ts object. 
"oe 


Firſt : Fobns Teftimony reſpedts the 
the truth and reality of the objec 3 
this is © pers the Lamb of God,, the 
very Antitype to which all legal Sacri- 
fices had rcſpeRt, and from which they 
derived all their vaſue and vertue, 
EI and truth came by Chriſt, as he 

ad (aid before, ver. 17. The Paſchal 
Lamb, and Lamb for daily Sacrifice, 
WEIe but the Types. and gars of 
this Lamb of God. 

Secondly : | His Teſtimony teſj 
the vertue and dignity of Chriſt and 
his:Blood, He taketh away the Sin of the 
World. The Greek word , gg 1%ir (as 
a; Learned, Critick, ones E anſwers 
both the Hebrew words 230 Nw] and 
Iſa. 53. and ſignibes not only, to beax, 
but to bear away. portando expiat, expi- 
ando anfert, efficitque ut remittatur. By 
bearing fin, he expiates it; and by ex- 
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miſſion of it. The expreſſion ſeems to 
allude to the ſcape” Gopt , fnentioned, 
Levit. 16.22, Thus Chriſt really and 
wholly takes away the fin of the world, 
(i, e.) 'the- fin all Believers in the 
world, for whom he was: Sactificed, as 
Druſius well expounds' it, concurrent 
with-the ſtream of ſound Expoſitors. 
Sothat this is a very full Teſtimony 
which John gives to Chriſt, and it 1 
given withgreat affeQion and admira- 
tion of him :* Behold, yea, admire-in. E | 
beholding: the Lamb of God . which ) 
taketh away the fin of theworld ;' be- 
hold him with affeRions ſuitable. to 
ſuch ar/obje&t. Ecce perſona 4 Deo ord;- Grotius. "WW 
nata in vittimam ad expiandum peccata. C3 
Behold the perſon appointed, by God 
for a' $acrifice to expiate ſui, Now 
though this Scripture be very fruitful 
in pra&ical obſervations, yet it-is not 
my purpoſe at this time to note.or pro- 
ſecute_any.of them, except this one, 
which riſes from the prefatory particle, 
or that note of admiration, with which 
[Fobns Teftimony of Chriſt is-uſher'd in. 
Behold the Lamb of God.. And the note 
thence will be this : | 
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That Feſus Chrift the Lamb of God, is 
tobe bebeld! with admiration and effiitien 
ſuttablet0 ſuc an obj 

Cheift is-bche by mers cheee ways. 

i, Firſt: Carnally, with an eye of fleſh. 
Sov men ſaw him- in/ the days of his 
fleſy, and defpiſed' him, Iſa. 53. 2. 
Carhabeyes ſaw no beauty. in him that 
he! be deſired) ' + h 

Secondiy*) Fidneially, by the' eye of 

*t Faith, -beheving is ſceing Chriſt; 'Fob. 
6. 40; Faith is 3 the Saints inſtead of 
ow by it they. make Chriſt preſent, 

h.the Heavens have received him 
dm pas carnal fight. 21 

3. Thirdly: Baotiffeath, by' the glorig- 
ed'eye. So the ſpirits of jult.men made 
606k do by. their mental eye feehim 

-N ory, and all the Saints-after the 
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rection, fhall with theſe Corpo» 
real oyes.fee their Redeemer, PS ops 
to = 26,27 
Gght ofChiiſt by Faith C which 
all rt ght of him that any:man ngw 
hath, or can have in-this world) as itis 
much more excellent than the firſt, for © 
OI ore they that have wy 2 - 
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| believe, Joh. 20. 29, Soit. ismuchinfc- 
riour etl 1 Car, 13.12. For now: 
we ſee through a glaſi, but then 
face to face, But though: it be ans infe- 
rior Viſton, in reſpe& of that which1s, 


immediate and perfc&, yet. the eye of - 


Faith is a precious cye, and the Viſions 
of Chriſt by Faith, arc raviſhing Vit- 
ons 3, and he that beholds Chriſt, the 
Lamb of God, by a ſteddy fixed cye of 
faith, cannot but admire, Aus, 
ly affected with ſuch a ſight of him. 
The views of Chriſt' by Faith ate na- 
"eng ant tranſporting views, 2 Pet, 
I. 8. Whom. baving not ſeem, ye lave,. it. 
whom thowgh naxe ye- ſee bim nat., yet be+ 
bieving , ye rejayee wiv joy unſpeakghle, 
and full guy. I 

It is a, diſpaxagement to fo gloriqus. 
- an objc&as Chrili, to behold, him and 
" not wonder ; to ſee, and nat love him. 
Certainly the admiration, love, delight, 
and joy, of our heaxts,arc all at the com» 
mand'ot. Faith: :- For; let us_ but: conſe 
der what raviſhing exccllencies. are: in 
| Ghxib,- for. the eye of a Believer. tobe. 
and admire, 


- . Faſt; Godivin. Chril, 2 Ger-5419% * 


He is God manifeſt in the fleſh, 1:Tive; 
Þ 3- 16. - A God Incarnate, is the worldg 


wonder - 
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wonder : © Here is Finite and Infinite 
joyn'd in one; Eternity matcht with 
Time; the Creator and Creature ma- 
king but one Perſon. The Lord hath 
Created a new thing in the Earth, a W:- 
man ſhall compaſs a Man, Jer. 31.22. 
'Tis. ar! argument of weakneſs to ad- 
mire little things, and of ſtupidity not 
toadmire great things, Many Mira- 
cles (ſaith one) were wrought by Chrift 
inthe fleſh; but the greateſt of all Mi- 
racles was his aſſumption of Flelh. 

Secondly : The Wiſdom of God is 
in Chriſt; yea, in him are hid all the 
treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge, Col. 
2. 3. Never did the Divine Wiſdom 
diſplay its glorious beams in the eyes of 
Men and Angels in any work of God, 
ſince the beginning of time, as it hath _. 
done in the deſignation of Chriſt, to be Þ 
the Lamb of God, - a Sacrifice for fin: 
Behold the Lamb of God; and in him, 
behold the unſcarchable Wiſdom of 
God, in recovering the Ele& perfectly 
from all the danger of fin, and yet ma- 
king ſin more dreadtul to them by the 

_ way of their recovery from it, than ever 
* Itcould be made by any other conkide- 
ration, 200 WR 


1 
« 


In- 


ad "a : . s 
” ” 
, 
» % 
" "P & 
. / wo a " 
" 
= Sacta 


j ” 


Infinite Wiſdom in fuiting the Sin- 
ners remedy to the cauſe of his diſeaſe. 
The Diſeaſe was the Pride of Man; the 
Remcdy was the Humiliation- of the 
Son of God. Man affefted to be as 
God', that ruin'd him';z- God” comes 
down, aſſumes fleſh, and will be found 
in faſhion as a man 3 that ſaved him. 

O profound Wiſdom, which from 
the loſs and ruine of our Primitive glo- 
ry, which was the undoing of us, ſoul 
and body, takes the occaſion of raiſmg 
us to a far better ſtate, and ſettles us in 
it, with.a much better ſecurity than the 
former: 

Who but Jeſus Chriſt, the Wiſdom of 
God (as he is called, 1 Cor. I, 24.) 
could ever have ordered and over-ruled 


"the worlſt of evils, ſo as by occaſion of 
/ the breach of the Law to raiſe more 


glory ro God than ever could have been 
given to him, by the mott punctual ob- 
(ervation- of its commands, or by the 
moſt rigorous execution of its penal- / 
ties. O the aſionithing depth of Wil- 
dom, ; 

Thirdly ; The love of God is in 


Chriſt. | +Behold the Lamb of ' God! 


and in him, behold the love of 'God in 


- the higheſt and moſt triumphant diſco- 


Very 
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very that ever was oxcan be made of it 
in this world, 1 Joh, 4. 10. Herem is 
love, not that we loved him, but that be 
loved ws, and ſent his Son to be the Propi- 
tiation! for our ſjns. O! here, here is the 
love of God to Sinnersz he manifeſts 
loveto us in our daily proviſions, pro» 
tections , deliverances, and comforts. 
That we have health when others 

oan upder pains ,, therein is Jove. 
Fhat we have bread to cat, when others 
are ready to periſh, therein is. love.” | O, 
but to have Chriſt to be a Propiciation 
for us, when the Angels that fell were 
left deſperate, therein was love indeed. 
All the love' that breaks out in the va- 


ricty of providences for us in this world, 
inour Health and Eſtates,, in;qur Rela- 


tions and Comforts, is nothing, com- 
par d with this love. Herein zs love in- 
deed, 

F ourthly : - The. tender mercies of 
God over poor Sinners are in Chrilt, as 
Chrif4s the mercy promiſed, Lick. 1.72. 
the capital mercy, ſo he is the Chancl 
through which all the ſtreams of Gods 
mercy flþw freely. to the Sons of men, 
Flade 21, the mercy of God. to Eternal 


life, |o# hisſaving mercies.are.6nly, diſ-. 


penced to us through Jeſus Chriſt. Ber 
bold 
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| hold: the Lamb of God! A Larbpreps- 
red by the aſtoniſhing mercy of God, 
4 Sacrifice for us, when no Satrifice is 
laid'out- for fallen Angels. Mercy a+ 
lone hath made this difference 3 mercy 
opened its tender eye,  and- looked 
through Chriſt upon us in thedepth of 
+ our miſery, In Chriſt it is that the 
milder attribate of mercy is exercifcd 
upon us, whilli ſevere Juſtice puniſhes 
them. 

Fitchly : All the hopes of poor, Sin- 
ners are iw-Chritft,, Col. 1.27, Take z- 
way Chrift, and where is the hope of 
our ſouls? 1 Jim. 1. 1.. Tis by the 
Blood of the Lamb that we have hope 
towards God : 1n his Qblation and no 
where -clfe our hope of Salvatian finds 
footing, On him it is the Anchor of 
hope is fixed, and the ſoul ſtayed-when 
the ſtorms of fear and inward trouble 
do ariſe and beat violently upon 
i. | 

Sixthly : The Salvation of our fouls 
to Eternity is in Chriſt, As 4. 12. 
Neither is there any þ er 
der Heaven, by which we muſt be ſaved. 
He is the Ark in whom we are pre- 
ſerved, Jude ver. 7. Look as theſprink- 
ling of the Blood of. the Paſchal! Lamb 
upon 
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upon the” Door-poſts/ of the 1ſraelites 
was that which preſerved them from 
the deſtroying Angel, ſo the Blood of 
Chriſt the Lamb,of God Typihed by 
that Blood , (aves Believers the 
wrath to come, | 

But who can open the unſearchable 
riches, or recount the raviſhing excel- 
lencies found in Chriſt ? Angels and 
the Spirits of juſt men made perfect be- 
hold and admire *for ever-more the in- 
comparable excellencics of Chriſt.! Hea- 
ven would” be no 'Heaven to them, if 
they could not - behold Chriſt there, 
Pſal. 73. 25. 

But my buſineſs rather lies in im- 
proving this point, than endeavouring 
farther to unfold it ; for new wonders 
will appear in Chriſt; if we behold him 
toEternity. 

And all the improvement I ſhall 
make of it ſhall be in one ufe of Exhor- 
zation, beſpeaking every one of you 
what ever your preſent condition and 
eltate be , to behold the: Lamb of God, 
_ taketh away the fin of the world. 
An 

Firſt : If there be found among you 
any that are ſenſible of a ſtony hard 
heart which cannot relent and _ 

; or 
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FF forall the wrong done to Jeſus Chriſt 
; by fin, whoſe affections are *benurt'd 
and ſtupified by fin 3 fo that no-conſi- 
derations they can urge upon their own 
heartsare able tothaw them, & cauſe a 
relenting pang for fin. To fuch I 
would dizxe& the words of this Text, as 
the moſt cffeftual means to melt fuch 
hearts. Look hither hard: heart, Be- 
hald the Lamb of God. Conſider, be- 
lieve and apply whatgs here ſenſibly re- 
preſented, and thy x. 


rtis hard indeed 


if it relent not upon ſuch a view of 


Chriſt. It's ſaid Zech. 12. 10. They 
ſhall look upon me, whom they have pierced, 
and moxurn. Behold the Son of God 
brought as a Lamb to the Slaughter for 
thee a vile polluted Sinner : Behold the 
invaluable Blood - of this Sacrifice [hed 
for thee : Bring thy thoughts cloſe to 
this ſubje& 5 think who it 1s that was 
made a Lamb for Sacrifice, for whom 
he endured all his unſpeakable ſuffer- 
ings, how meckly and willingly he en- 
dured all the wrath, of God and men; 
ſanding in his perfect Innocency to be 
ſlain for thee : Behold; he was made 
fin for thee, who had no {in 3 that thou 
who hadſit no Rightcouſneſs,mighti be 
made the Righteouſneſs of God in bes 
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3 ©, whoever loved thee at that race 
Chriſt hath done ? Who would endure 
that miſery that Chriſt did endure for 
thy fake ? Would thy Father, or the 
Wife of thy boſom, or'thy Friend:that 
+ is as thy 'own'{oul, be:content to feel 
that for thee (though but one hour) 
which Chritt felewhen his {weat was as 
it had been great drops of Blood falling 
down to the ground ! Nay, thou 
wouldſt never taſte futh a cup for the | 
faving of thine own Child, as Chriſt 
drank off, when he cried, ' My God, my 
God, why haſt tho forſaken me ? Behold 
how he loved thee ? 
-- Surely if che Rocks rent aſunder at 
hispaſſion, thy heart is harder than a 
þ. Rock, if it thaw not at ſuch a ſight as 
|: this. Fix thine eyesa while here, and 
thine eye will affect thy heart. 

2, Secondly : Is there any among us 
that make too light of fin, and arc eaft- 
ly overcome by every temptation to 
the commiſſton of it. O come hither 
and behold the Lamb of God, and- you 
cannot poflibly have ſlight thoughts” of 
{in after ſuch a ſight ef Chrift, - Ste 
here the price of fm, bchold what it 
coft the Lord Jeſus Chriſt to expiate it. 
Did he come into the world —_— 
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decree to die for fin ? Did he come 
from the Boſom of the Father to be our 
Ranſomer, and that at the price of his 
own life? Did the hand of ſevere 
Juaftice ſhed the Heart-blood * of this 
Immaculate Lamb to fatisfie- for the 
wrong thy fins have done to God? 


_ and yet canſt thou look upon fin as a 


light matter ? God forbid. 

I remember when the Worthies of 
Tfrael brake through the Hoſt of the 
Philiſtizss, and brought unto David the 
waters of the well of Bethlehem : It's - 
ſaid, 2 Sam. 23. 17. be wonld not drink 
thereof, but pouered it out before the Lord, 
and ſaid, Be it far from me that I ſhould 
do this; is not this the Blood of the men 
that went in Jeopardy of their lives.- . 

He longed forit, and yet would not 
talte it, how pleaſant ſoever it would 
have been to him, conſidering what 
hazard was run to obtain it. 

Ah Chriſtian, it was but the hazard 
of their Blood that gave cheque to Da- 
vid's appetite to the water 3 and if the 
water had coſt an <qual quantity of 
their blood, yet it had been but a low 
argument to diflwade him from drink- 
ingit, to this AAIRSAL: 3 that ow 
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lies before thee, Thy. 6n aQtually coſt. 
the Blood of Chriſt, one drop whereot 
is more valuable than all humane 
blood 3 and yet wilt thou not deny thy 
Luſts, nor reGft a temptation for his 


| ſake? Behold the Lamb of God ſlain for 


thypn, and thou canſt never have ſlight 
thoughts of it any-more. ; 

Thirdly : Is. there any among you that 
droop, and are diſcouxaged iv theix ſpi- 
rits, becaule of theix manifvld aggrava- 
ted Injquities ? who-being over-weigh- 
ed with the burdenſome ſenſe of fin,de- 
{popd and hink'in.their minds : to ſuch 
I. would apply the words of my, Text as 
a {overaign Cordial to revive their 
hearts = hopes. Behold the Lamb of 
Gat that. taketh away. the ſin of #be 
world. 


If the Blood of the Lamb can take a- 


way. the fin of the world, it can take 


away thy fin, though there be a world 
of fin in thee; : For do; but conſider 
Chriſt as deſigned from, Eternity to be 
our Propitiation , "Joh. 6.27. Him bath 
God the Father Sealed, as Sacrihced in 
our room in the fulnc(s of time, 1 Cor. 
$7. Chrift our Paſrover is Sacrificed. for 
xs, as accepted by the Father with-great- 


"&& content and pleaſure; even, &: a 
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ſweet ſmelling ſaves, Eph. 5.2. as pub- 
liquely. jutifted and dif; by God 
the Creditor at his Refuxr don, 1 Tits 
3-16. and Fobn 16. 9« And laſtly, 
Conſider him as now in Heaven, where 
he appears before God far us, as "a Lamb 
that bad been ſlain, Rev. 5. 6. beating 
the very mazks of his death, and pre- 
t ſenting them before God, as the moft 
, effecual and moving plea to —_— 
pardon and mercy far his people. 

thefe things, L ſay, be duely ——_ 
and nothing: will, be. found more ct- 
fecual to relieve the defpondent minds 
of poor Believers againſt the ſinking 
{enſe of their hn. 

He that repreſents himſelf in the Sa- 
cracment as wounded. for you, ſhewsat 
the ſame time, to the Fathes in Heaven, 

- the real Body that was wounded; , 
than, which, nothing more effecually 
moves mercy, or ſtays the fliding feet 
of a poor Bclievers hope : And that 
whether => 

Firſt be ty of that bod: 
which was —_— the moſt _ tale? 
lowed and dceply fandtified thing that ; 

ever -was created, Luk, I. 35. Thet 

bolything. 
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- Secondly : Or his Fiicegerency i in ſuf. 
fering, He was wounded for our Tranſ- 
Ts Iſa. 53-5. It was for that 
ard, proud, vain, dead heart that thou 
complaineſt of : Or 
'  Thifdly :: The end. and deſign of 
thoſe ws. which was to repair the 
Honour of God, and the violated Law ; 
the language of that- blood (which is 
aid to ſpeak better things than the 
blood of Abel, Heb. 12. 24.) is this.. 
Father, have theſe poor fouls woun- 
ded 'thy Name, thine Honour, thy 
Law? Behold the wounds thy Juſtice 
hath inflicted on me-for reparation of 
all that wrong they have done thee! 
Oh how ſweetly doth the Blood of the 
Lamb ſettle the Conſcience of a poor 
drooping Believer | 
Fourthly : Is there any among you 
that are faint-hearted and ready to 
(rink away from any ſufferings for 
Chriſt, as unable to bear and endure a- 
ny thing for his ſake? To ſug would 
ſay in the words of this Tex Behold 
the Lamb of God, Did Chriſt ſuffer ſuch 
grievous things for you, and cannot 
you ſuffer {mall matters for him ? Alas, 
_ whatis the wrath of man to the wrath 
of the great and tertible God ! Belide, 
| he 
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he was an Innocent Lamb,and deſerved 

not to ſuffer the leaft degree of penal 
evil upon his own account, but thou 
haſt deſerved Hell, and yet (hrinkeft 
under the ſufferings of a moment. 
Did he ſuffer ſo much for you, and carr 
you ſuffer nothing for him ? Surely he 
in ſuffering for you hath Jeft you anex- 
ample that you ſhould follow bis fteps, 
1 Pet. 2.21, What is our Blood com- 
par'd in dignity to the Blood of Chriſt? 
What are our ſufferings compar'd irr 
kind or degree, to the ſufferings of 
Chrig?_ Nothing is found to fortihe 
a mans ſpirit for ſufferings, as the Me-- 
ditation of Chrilts ſufferings for us- 
doth. 

Fifthly : Is there any among; you 
that are impatient under your own 
perſonal tryals and troubles, apt to 
howl under common afflitions from 
the hand of God, or (well with-revenge 
under injuries from the hands of men ?- 
To ſich I would ſay, Bebold the Lamb 
of Ged. Was Chriſt a Lamb for meek- 
neſs, -and art thou a Lyon for fiercenels ? 
Was he filent, not once opening his 
mouth when he ſuffered moſt vile 
things from the hands of Sinners, .and 
can you bearnothing ? He ſuffered pa= 
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fiently , and deſerved it notz you 
ſuffer impatiently, and have deſerved 
infinitly more, 

_ -Q that you would learn. to be more 
GChrifi-like in all yoar tryals & afflicti- 
ons, Letit not be ſaid that Chrilt car- 
ried itasa Lamb, when he was tried 3 
and welike Swine grumbling, or hou- 
ling when. we are tried, O get a 
Chriſt-like temper. 

Sixthly ;: Is there any among, you 
that ſtagger at the promiſes through 
unbelict? That cannot rely upon a 
word of promiſe, becauſe their own 
gnbelicving hearts fill them with une 
worthy ſuſpicions of the power, faith- 
fulneſs, or 'willingneſs of God to. per- 
form them to them. O-that ſuch would 
behold the Lamb-of God, as repreſen- 
ted in this Ordinance ! Ate not all the 
promiſes of God Seakd to Believers in 


"the Blood of this Lamb, Heb. 9. 17, 18, 


19,:20. Are not all the promiſes of 
God in Chriſt, Yea, and Anien to all 
that are in him? 2 Cor, 1.20. Or is 
there any thing put into any promiſe-of 
greater value than the Blood of the 
Lamb that was ſhed to purchale it? 
Or is not the giving of Chriſt to die 
for us, the accompliſhment of the 
greateſt 
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greateſt promiſe that ever God made 
to us? And after the fulfilling thereof, 
what ground remains for any to doubt 
thefulhiling of lefſer promiſes? 

Laſtly : Is there any among you that 
defire to get up-your affeftions at this 
Table; to have your hearts in a mel- 
ting temper, to awaken and rouze up 
all the powers of your ſouls in fo gteat 
an occaſion for it as this. Behold the 
Lamb of God, and this will doit. ; 

Chriſt calls off your eyes and thoughts 
from all other objes to himſelf, Iſa. 
65. 11, I ſaid, bebold'me, beh3ld we. 
Fix the eyc of Faith here, and you will 
feel a pang quickly coming apoi-your 
hearts like that, Cant. 2. 5. Seay me 
with Flaggons, comfort me' with Apgiler, 
 Tamſickwith love. Your eye willaffea 
your hearts: Whilt you behold, your 

hearts will melt within you. 
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THE SIXTH 


MEDITATION 


UPON 


bi Rom. 8. ver. 32. He that ſpared 
' not bis own Son, but delivered 
him up for ws all, how ſhall he 
not with him alſs freely give us 
all things £2 " 


HIS Scripture contains a 
moſt weighty argument | 
to encourage and con- 
firm the Faith of Chri- 

g's > ſtians in the expeRation 

of all ſpiritual and temporal mercies. 

It proceeds from the greater to the 

lefler affirmatively. He that delivered 

his Son for us, what can he deny us af- 

ter ſuch a gift ? every word hath its 

weight. 

Did 
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Did not God ſpare (5. e.,) abate any 
thing which his juſtice could inflict up- 
on his Son, his own Son, oppoled here 
to his adepted Sons, as being inftinitly 
more excellent than they, and moſt 
dear to him above and beyond alt o- 
thers 3 but on- the contrary ,. de/ivered 
bim up, how dear ſoever he was unto 


bim, to Humiliation, contradition of 


Sinners, to all ſorrows and temptations, 
yea- to- death, and that of the Crofs, 
and all this for »s, for us Sinners, for 
us Enemies to God, for us- unlovely 


Wretches: How ſhall be not with hin - 


alſo freely give ns all things ? How is it 
imaginable that God ſhould with-hold 


after this, ſpirituals or temporals from . 
his people ? How {hall he: not call them. 


effeually, juſtifie them freely, ſanRi-- 


he them throughly, ay glorific them : 


eternally? How ſhall he not. cloath. 
them, feed them, prote& and deliver. 
them? 


Surely if he would not ſpare or abate - 


tohis own Son one-ſtxoke, ane tcar, one 
groan, one. ſigh , one- circumſtance of - 
miſery itcan never be imagined that- 
ever he ſhould after this deny or with- 


hold from his people, for whoſe fakes - 


all.this, was lnflrens, any Mercics, any : 
"83 DIG 
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comforts , any priviledge ſpiritual or 
temporal, which is good fot thetn, and 
needful cothem, | 

So that in the words we find, 


be A Propofition, 


2, AniInferencefrom it, «v 


The Propoſition opens the ſeverity 
of Gods juftice to Chriſt the Inference 
declares the riches of his mercy to us in 
Chriſt. 

Firſt _;- We have here before us a 
Propoſnion contaming the ſeverity of 
Divine Juſtice onde Chriſt : And 
this is expreſſed two ways, 


1, Negatively, he ſpared him 
V7%. not. : 
2, Aﬀrmatively ; he deliver- 
ed him up for us. 


Firſk : Negatively : He ſpared not 
his own#Son. There is a three-fold 
mercy in God, viz. Preventing merey, 
which fieps between us and trouble. 
Delivering mercy, which takes us out of 
the hand of trouble: And Sparimg mercy, 
which though it do not prevent nor d&- 
hver, y& i mitigates ; allays, and gre- 
| b- cioully 


' 3 


ciouſly moderates our "troubles 3 and 
though ſparing. merey be defitable- and 
ſweet, yet it-i$ the leaſt and loweſt fort 
of mercy that God exerciſes towards a» 
ny. [Though it be mercy to have the 


time of (ufferings ſhortned, or one de- X _ 
gree of ſuffering abated ; yet theſe are "ap 


the loweſt and leaſt effatts of mercy, 
and yet theſe were denied to Jeſus 
Chriſt, when he ſtood in our xoom'to 
latisfhe for us. God ſpared not one 
drop, he abated not one degree 'of 
that wrath which Chriſt was to ſuffer 
for us. 

Secondly : Afﬀirmatively. Bat on 
the contrary, be delivered him np for us 
all. 

 Hedelivered him, as a Judge by ſen- 
tence of Law delivers up the Priſoner 
to be Executed. *Tis true, Palate deli- 
vered him to be Crucifed, and he alſo 
gave himſelf forus ; but betwixt Gods 
delivering, Pilates delivering, and his 
own, - there is this difference to be ob-. 
ſerved. 

In God it was an A&t of higheſt 

aktice, 


neſs. 
In binſelf, an AQ of wonderful obe- 


> d, 


In Pitare an ARt cf greateſt wicked-- 
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God, as by an a of higheſt Jaſtice, 
delivered himup for xx. - For ws, notes 
the Vicegerency of his ſufferings, not 
only for our good as the final cauſe, nor 
only for our fins as the meritorious 
cauſe, but for us (4.e.) in our room, 
place, or ſtead, according to 1 Pet. 3.18. 
and 2 Cor. 5. 14. 

Secondly : We have alſo here before 
us a moſt ſweet and comfortable infe- 
rence and concluſion from this propo- 
fition. Tf God have ſo delivered him, 
how ſhall he not with bim freely give 
ws all things ? For Chrift comprehends 
all other metcies in himſelf, therefore 
in giving him for us, all other mercies 
are neceſſarily with him given to us, 

And theſe mercies the pooreſt weak- 
eſt Believer in the-world may warranta- 
bly expe& from God. For as God de- 
livered him for us all, ſo the treaſures 
of all ſpiritual and temporal mercies 
are thereby freely opened to us all, to 
the weak as well as to the ſtrong. 

He ſaith not Chriſt was delivered 
for all abſolutely, but for us all, (&e._) 
all that Believe , all that arg Elected 
and called; in whoſe perſon it is mani- 
felt the Apoſtle here ſpeaks, as Parexs, 
an the place well obſerved. * 
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Hence thefe two dodrinal concluſi- 
ons fairly offer themſelves. 


1. Dot. 


That the rigor and ſeverity of Divine 


Fuſtice was executed upon Feſus Chriſt, 
whes he ſuffered for us. 


2. Dodt. 


That Believers may ſtrongly infer-the 
greateſt of mercees to themſelves, from the 
ſeverity of Gods Fuſtice to- Feſus Chrift. 


I would willingly ſpeak to both 
theſe points at this time z each affor- 
ding ſuch proper matter of meditation 
to us in{uch a ſeafon as this. _ 

To begin therefore with the firſt ob- 
{crvation. 

1. Doct. 


That the rigor and ſeverit of Drvine 
Fuftice was executed wpon. Jeſus Chriſt, 
when be ſuffered for us :: God did not ſpare 
,; 


In Zach. 13. 7. you have Gods 


Commiſſion. given.to the_Sword . of 
ht Juſtice. 
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Juſtice, to ſmighis own Son, and that 
without pitty. Awake, O Sword, apainſt 
my Shepberd, and againſt the man that 
i my fellow. ſmite the Shepherd, 8c. And 
when this Commiſſion came to be ex- 
ecuted upon Chriſt, the Text tells us, 
God did not ſpare him. All the Vials of 
his wrath were poured out to the laſt 
drop. 

Two things Rquireourattention in 
this point. 

' 1: Wherein the ſeverity of Juſtice 
to Chrift appeared, 

2. Why muſt Juſtice be executed on 
himin ſuch rigor and ſeverity ? Why 
there could be no abatement, mitiga- 
tion, or {paring mercy ſhewn him in 
that day, 

Firſt : Wherein. the ſeverity of Di- 
vine Juſtice to Chriſt appeared. 


And this will manifeſt it (elf in the 


conſideration of the following parti- 
culars. 

Firſt: Let us conſider what Chriſt 
ſuffered , and we {hall fee the ſeverity 
of Juſtice in his ſufferings; for he ſuffer- 


_ ed all kinds of milſeries, t in the 


moſt intenſe degrees of ther, His {uf- 
ferings were from all hahds, from Hea- 
ven, Earth, and Hell: From his Enc- 

| mics 
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inner man the exquiſite forments arid 


F 4 
ki 


Sycrainental gprvitations 


- Enetriſes who Condetnined him, 'Baſfe- 
ted him, Reviled, Scourged and Cru- 
cified hitm, From his own. 
and followers, one of whom 
oully betray'd him, another wok mar de- 
ny'd him, and all in the hour of his 
greateſt trouble forſook and abandon- 
ed him. 

Hefuffered in his Body the nioft ex» 
quiſite torments 3 the Croſs was a 
cruel Engihe of torment, and more fo 
to him than any other, by reafon bf 
the excellent Crufis and temperament 
of his Body, and his moſt acute and 
delicate ſenſe 3 for as the Sabool-wien 
truly ſay, He was optime compleGtionatus, 
of the moſt exat and exquiſite Com- 
plexion; and his ſenſes remained acute 
and vigorous, no way blunted, during 
the whole time of his Cfferit S, _ 
full of life and ſenſe tothe laſt gaſp, 
may be gather'd from Mark, 15. ty 
When the Centurion which ftood over a- 
gainft him, ſaw'that he ſo cried out, and 
gavenp the ghoſt; be ſaid, Truly thiswas 
the Son of God: 

He ſuffered in his foal; yea, the 
ſufferings of his ſoul, were the very 
{out of his fufferings ; z he fc 'in his 


in- 


x12 


'Sacramental Beditations. 


inexpreſible anguiſh of the wrath of 
God. Hence was that preternatural 
bloody ſweat in the Garden; and 
hence that heart-rending out-cry upon 
the Croſs, My God, my God, why haſt 
thou forſaken me ? 

In all whichſufferings from Heaven, 
from Earth, from Hell, from Friends, 
from Enemies, there was no allay or a- 
batement of the leaſt degree of miſery. 
God fpared not bis own Son ((aith the 
Text) but delivered bim up. Wherein 
the ſeverity of Divine Juſtice to Jeſus 
Chriſt is diſplayed in theſe hve remark- 
able conſiderations following, 

\ Firſt : God ſpared not : If mercy, 
pity, and forbearance might be ex- 
pected from any hand, ſurely it might 
be expected from God. He is 'the 
Fountain. of mercy. The Lord is very 
pitifl, and of tender mercy , faith the 
Apoſile, Jam.5. 11. The moſt melting 
and tender compaſſions of a Mother to 
her Sucking Child, are but.cruelty in 


, compariſon with divine. tenderneſs 


and mercy, Iſa. 49.15. Can a Woman 
Forget ber ſucking Child, that ſhe ſhould 
nat. bave compaſſion . apon the Son of ber 
Womb ; yea, they may forget, yet will 
nat forget jhee. . 
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Cana Woman; the more affectionate 


| - Sex forget her ſucking Child, her own 


Child, and not a Nurſing child only 


! herown Child whilſt it hangs on her 


breaſt, and with the Milk from her 
breaſt, draws love from her heart? Can 
ſuch a thing as this be in Nature ? 
Poſſibly it may 3 ſome ſuch cruel Mo- 
thers may be found, but yet T will not 
forget thee, faith God, Though hu- 
. mane corrupt Nature may be fo vitia- 
ted, yet from the Divine nature com- 
paſhon and mercy are inſeparable. Tet 
flows as waters flow from their Foun- 
tain 3 only here it reſtrained it ſelf, and 
letnot out one drop to Jeſus Chriſt in 
the day of his ſufferings. God, the 
God of mercy ſpared not. 

Secondly : God ſpared not, faith the 
Text (4. e.,) he abated not any -.thing: 
which Juſtice could inflict, Chriſt 
was not ſpared one ſtroke, one tear, 
one groan, one drop, @ne figh, one 
ſhame, one circumſtance, no not the 
leaſt, which Juſtice could demand as (a- 
tisfaQtion for mans fin. 

There be divers kinds of mercy in 
God 3 there is in him, preventing mer- 
cy, delivering mercy, and ſparing mer- 
"cy, Now ſparing mercy (as one _ 
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oblerves) is thelowelſt mercy of all the 
three. *Tis leſs mercy to be ſpared or 


abated fome degree or circumſtance of , 


miſery, than to have miſery preven- 
ted by mercies ſtepping in betwixt us 
and'it, It's leſs alſo than to be wholly 
delivered out of the hand of miſery, 
Either of theſe are greater aGs of wiercy 
than to abate a degree, or ſhorten an 
hour of our trouble 3 the leaft abate- 
ment of any one circumſtance of miſe- 
ry had been ſparing mercy, though it 
had been but the leaſt and loweſt at of 


mercy 3 and yet even this was denyed . 


to Chriſt, . he was not abated one mi- 
nute of time, or the leaſt degrce of {or- 
row God ſpaxed not. 

Thirdly : He ſpared not his own Son, 


7 toy teftoy, Softiled Signanter his own . 


or his proper Son, in a ſpecial and pe- 
culiar manner nearer and dearer to him 
than the Angels, who are his Sons by 
Creation, Ja 1.6, or any of the Saints 


who are his Sons by grace, in the way 


of Regeneration and Adoption, oh. 1, 


' 12, 13. This was his own Son by Na- 


ture, a Son of an higher rank and'or- 
der, Pfat. 2.7. begotten in an ineffa- 
ble manner from all Eternity in his own 
divine eſſence; and {6 is his $on by 
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Nature, baving, the ſame Efſence and 
Nataore with the Father, being co- 
equal, co-efſential and co-etcrnal with 
the Father, 

No relation in natute is {o intimate 
ſtrict and dear as this ; our Children 
arenot {0 much our own Children, our 
bodicsare not 10 much our own bodies, 
as Chriſt was Gods own Son 3 and yet 
though he were ſo dear to him, his 0- 
ther Self, his expreſs Image, his own 
dear Son, he fpared him not, God ſpd- 
red no# bis own Son. 

Fourthly : And that which makes a 
farther diſcovery of Divine ſeverity to- 


wards Jeſus Chriſt, is this that God 


| ſpaxed; not his -own Son in theday of 


his greateſt difireſs, when he cryed to 


his Father in an Agony, that if it were 
poſlible the cup might paſs from him : 
For of that day this Scripture is mainly 
to be underſtood, the day when he 
fell to the ground -and pray d, That if 
it were poſſible.#he boxer might paſs W hen be 


ſaid, Abba, Father, all things are poſſible 


to thee, take away this Cup from me, Mark 

14. 35, 36. He beheld his own: dear 

Son {weltering under the heavieſt prel- 

ſure of his wrath, ſweating great drops 

of Blood ; crying, It it be poſlible , en 
k 
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| this hour, this cup paſs, and yet it could 
not be 
E. He heard jthe cry of Ahab, and ſpared 
| him 3 he heard the Nenevites cry, and 
ſpared them : He heard the cries of Ha- 
garand Iſhmael, and ſpared them : Yea, 
he hears the young Ravens, when they 
cry, and feeds them : But when his 
own Son crycd with the moſt vehement 
cry, that the Cup might paſs, he cannot 
be excuſed, he muſt drink it up, even 
the very dregs, of the-Cup of trem- 
bling, and that to the_laſt drop. O 

the Naftce and Severity of God ! 

5. Fifthly aud laſtly 3 Conſider what 
the Father of mercies did inſtead of 
ſparing the Son_ of his love, and the 
Text will inform you, that he- delivered 
bim up for us all. So tis noted in A. 
2.23. Him being delivered by the deter- 
minate Counſel and fore-khnowledge of God, 

have taken, and with wicked bands 

bave Crucified and Slain. 

There was a Concefhon or Permifli- 
on to thoſe wicked Inſtruments that 
ſhed his Blood, a looſing of the chain 
to thoſe Ban-dogs, that compaſſed him 
about. Such a Conceſſion as was never 
given them before, for ſtill they were 

'  tyed upfrom perperrating their wicked- 


granted : O the ſeverity of God! | 


nels, 
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neſs, and executing their malice” till - nv 
now, and this was the hour which he 
often ſpake of ; My howr is not yet come.” 
"But O, what a diſmal hour was it, 
when it did come ! when Providence 
let looſe both Devils and Men upon 
Chriſt ! deliver'd him over to the will 
of his Enemies. And this'wasnot all, 
Chriſt was not only delivered up into 4 
the hands of the worſt of men, but | 
which was much more terrible, into 
the ſevere hands of Divine Juſtice, to 
grapple with the pure, 'unmixed, and 
uvallayed Wrath of the great and ter- 
rible God. 
Laſtly: We will improve this peint 


| | us m__ , us p__ 


WF 7 m FF FF WW 2 _» ww 


f 

f | ina double Ule, by way of Information, 

> {and Exhortation, 

{ 

. I. Uſe of Information. 

a Firſt : The Severity of Gods Juſtice 1 Uſe. 
5 Jto Jeſus Chriſt informs us what a 


dreadful evil fin is, which ſo incenſes 
the Wrath of God, even againſt his 
own Son, when he bare our fins, and 
ſtood before the Bar of God as our 

Surety. 
Come hither, hard hearts, (Chard in- 
dced, if this cant break them) you 
i coms: 
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complain you cannot fee-the evil of fm, * 
fo as to be deeply humbled for it x fix 
"your eyes a while. here, and intently 
conſider the: point in hand: Suppoſe + 
you ſaw. a tender and pitiful Father 
come into. open Court with fury: in his ? 
face, to charge his own, his orily, and | 
his moſt beloved San 3. and proſecute | 
bim to death, and nothing ableta fa- 
tisfe him, but his blood. ; and: be well - 
pleaſed! when he fees it thed : Would 
you not ſay, O, what horrid evi] hath 
he done, it muſt be:ſome deep wrong, 
ſome heinous crime that he. is guilty of, 
elſe it could never be that his own Fa- 
ther could forget his bowels of pity and 
mercy 3 yet thus did the Wrath of God 
break forth againſt . his dear Son, 
when heſtood before the Bar as our 
_ charged with the guilt of our - 
INS. 

Secondly : Learn: hence, what a fear- 
ful thing it is to fall into the hands of 
the living God. Well might Exther 
cry out, Nolo Deam abſdlatum. Let me 
have nothing to do: with an abſolute 
God. Woe to them that ſtand before 
God in their own perſons, without 
Chriſtz how will Juſtice handle them! 
For if: theſe things were done in the green 


Tree, 
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Luk. 23. 31» Did. the Son of God:fear, 
tremble, {weat clods of Blood * Did 
he ſtand amaz'd, and llinto fuch an 
Agony of ſoul when;he: drank that cup, 
che. knew ina few hourshe ſhould 
drink up, and then never taſte the bit- 
' terydls of it more : How fad is. their 
cale, that muſt drink of that Cup: for 
, cver,- a Cup that hath. Etamity: to. the 
* bottom! 
; Thirdly. : How incomprehenſible 
| and ravithing i :the love of God: to 
* men, that would-rather be fo ſevexe-ta 
| Jeſus Chriſt, the darling of his ſoul, 
| than make us the objects of his Wrath 
| forever! Whrich of you: (though there 
be infinitely lefs tenderneſs in your 
| hearts than in Gods): wauld ly your 
| hands upon a Child, the worſt. Child 
you have, and put: him: to. death, for 
the-ſake of the beſt Friend you have in 
the: world ! But God with his: own 
hand delivered his Son, his only Son, 
that from everlaſting was. the delight 
of his foul, who never offended him , 
ta death, the moſt curſed and cruel 
death, and all this for Enemies; how 
unſpeakable.is this love, and paſt find- 
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Fourthly : Did not God ſpare his 
own Son 3 then let none of us ſpare our 
own fins. Sin was that Sword which 
picrced Chrift : QO let ſorrow for fin 
pierce your hearts3 if ,you ſpare ſin, 
God will not ſpare you, Det. 29, 20. 
We ſpare fin when we faintly oppoſe 
it,, when we excuſe, cover, and defend 
it, when we/are impaticntunder juſt 
rebukes and reproots for it ;_ but. all + 
kindneſs to fin, is cruelty to our own 
fouls, 

Fifthly and laſtly : If God did not 
ſpare Chriſt, certainly he intends to 
{pare Believers for his ſake. 

The Swrety could not be (par'd, that 
the Princips] might be ſpar'd for ever. 
If God had ſpared him, he could not 
have ſpared us; ifhe aMicts his People, 
it is not for ſatisfaction to+himſelf, bur 
profit to us, Heb. 12. 10. Should God 
ſpare the rod of AMidtion, it would 
pot be for our advantage. So many 
ſanQiftied affliions as areſpar'd or a- 
bated, ſo many mercies and ſpiritual 
advantages arc with-held from us, 
But.as for thoſe firokes of Juſtice that 
are the effe&ts of Gods Vindidive 
wrath, they ſhall never be felt by Be- 
lievers for ever. All the Wrath, - 
ene 


a 


was: ſqueez'd ihto Chriſt's Cup, and * 
not one'drop left to imbitter ours. 
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| | 2, Uſe of Exhortation:* 

Did not God ſpare his own Songbut 

$ givehim apo deach* for us all? Then 6.5% 

poſſeſs your hearts fully in the affurance > 2 * 

of this great truth,” That the greateſt and , 

beſt of mercies ſhall nst be denied ox with- 4 
beld from you, if you be in Chriſt, Layats: & » 

downs a ſure concluſion of Faith, and "I 
| build up your hope and comfortupon it 
1 This takes in the ſecond Obſervation, 
| and ſurely never was any truth better 
fortined, . never any - inference more 
ly inferr'd. 'Henceforth-may in- 
fer: Temporat, Spiritual , and Eternal 
mercies 3 31l muſt be yours if you be 
Chriſts, 'T Cor. 3.21, 22, 23. Oh 
make ſure that Chriſt is yours , and 
never heſitate at any. other mercy : For 

Firſt'.:» God hath» certainly a value” * 
} andeſtcem forhis own San infinitely" 
| above all other things : "He is his own 
| - Son; his dear Son, Col. t.13. the Be- 
laved, Eph. 1. 6. The delight of bis ſol, 
Ifa. 42.1.: Nothing is valued by God 
. at that xate that Chriſt is valued.. If 
RE I9O G there» 
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Re 
with. the very 
us, how ſhall he 
=> or with-hold any leſſer inferior 
mercy ? It is not to be imagined he is 


the mercy Emphatically ſo called, Luk, 
I; 2s 
Jeſus Chriſt is a Congre- 


£3 Srmoy, fc all other mer- 
| __ Tree of Life, 
all other «cab tng = but the fruits 
on him 3 he is the Son of KR; 
teanſnefſy , and what-ever comfort 
ritual or natural refreſhes AT 
bodics, is but a Beows Go om, 6 
Stream from that Fountain, It then 
God part with Chriſt to you, and for | 
you, he will not with-hold other mer- | 


cies he will not give the whole Trce, 
: and deny an Apple; beftow the Foun- 
= tain it ſelf, and deny you the Streams. f 
wh Ml ſpiritual mexcies are in him, and 
24 given with him, Epb. 2. 3. Bleſſed be 
© the God and Father of our "Lerd Teſs 
Chrift, who bath bleſſed w with Aches 
rot in Heavenly 


given with hin, March, 6. 33. they 
cabduicenlo that gon march, | 
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Foarthly and 
oe and" intention of God vi 


_ in upon! us, then *tis not inabh 
he ſhould wirh-hold them. 


hen God ſpared not his own 
this was' the defign of it, and 
you know the ts of his hearr, 
they would appear tobe fach as theſe. 

Twill now manifeſt the fierceneſ? 
my Wrath to-Chriſt, and the firlneſr of 
my Love to Believers. Thepainſhall be | 
his, that theesſe and reſt may be theirs ; 
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nation his,.andithe : Fyftification theirs 
The Reproach and Shame his, *and- the 
Hanowr and Glory theirs, The Corſe his, 
and the Bleſſing theirs... - The: Death his, 
arſdthe; Life theirs. The Vixezar 

Gdalk-his,; the fweet of it theirs-!;>He 
thall- groan, ..and” they! ſhall. trivwph ; 
He ſhall mourn,” that they may rejoyce: 
His heart ſhall be heavy for a time, that 
theirs may be light and glad forever. 
Hethall-be forſaken, that they may*ne- 
veribe forſakerr.: Out: of the work-of 
milcries to him; ſhall (pring che ſieeteſ 
of mercies to them, O Grace, Grace, 


beyond -the conception - of the. largeſt 


mind, the expreſhon of the” tongues of 


THE SEVENTH +... 44 
MEDITATION «© 
- ..0PoON 74 
Mark. 9. 24. And raioht-way- 
the Fund of ud froth -crie#- 


and ſaid. wth tears, Lord FB b 
lieve, help my Unbelief. - 


al HE occaſion of dieſe works 

gf "is to be gather'd from the. 
Zontext , and briefly fr 
SCP was this;' A' tender F4- 
brings a efled . 

Child 'to: ok, 0 be cured Len: 2 
Sipotes,” a doubting queſtion, . if tho 
cenſt” do any thing,” bave compaſſion p 
us, and. help ns.” Words" impart 
muthyacurat affection ing: tender Jove- 
to his Child.* "Have Compation [up- 
on us ] and [help us ] 1f the Chitd be- 
FIN G-3 .. - ſick 
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Anc im is mapura) af- 
fetionto” his Child, fo alſo, his own 
 rqagnnen? or the weakneſs of his 

aith. © His Child was pofſeft with a 
dumb Devil, and himfelt with unbe- 
lieving doubts and fi 
dbility-to cure his Child” : The Child 
had a fick body, and the Father an in- 
tirm ſoul;  -Satax afflicted one by a 


Yo and the-other oy _ 


betievath. . Doſt thou doubt of-my 
abiliey to heal thy Child? Ig 
noky own ability to believe-for his 
t he be not hcal'd, the cauſe will 
= © be-j in my ug in; 
own infidelity: Which hy 
inſinuate that Faith his own 
.power, | but to convince: him of his 


-weaknels, "and drive him-to God for - 


alliftatice, which eff it obtain'd for 
wang ej cry d-out and ſaid wii 
ſ; Lf Rties, belp tho. 


itions of Chriſts 


| 


ſaid with tears. 1f theſe "tears: pro- 


_the 


cart IER 
Naw es hy hes c 
ſometimes? Had not pair 
into this diſtreſs, -it's not like that he 
had (atkaft not fo foon) arrived. <i- 
En ROE ON EL 

ne. *- 4 
Inno men 


i: A profeſſion of his Faith , 
fem dei 
 ontiy n, A G__ <7 hes do 
Ait y 
Thirdly : ah 3-4 
hack tires attend, Alan ais, ond 5 


ceeded from the ſenſe and feeling of 
divine power him to believe, 
as ſome think, than were tears of 
joy,” and -would inform us of this great 
trach, © +I 

That ' the leaft and loweſt meaſure of 10,4. ;.* 
true Faith is matter of joy waſpeaksbleto F 

by of it. 

* if chey - from the ſenſe of 
the weakneſs of his _—_ then they - 


-88te-6 the ha OP HEE en 
' Faith, is matter of joy MT 2 fo's 


"poſſeſſor of it. 


The” Apaſtle in the” 2 Pet. Er; calls 
it preciow Faith, and 'it well deferves 
that Epithet 3 for"th&leaft andUloweſt 
degree of ſaving Faith 45*0f invalu- 
able execNency; a5 will appear: intheſc 
particulars.” 

Firft + The lea degree'of faving 
fairk #rritly unites the ſoul-to ' Jefus 
Chriſt, and-makes it as really'a branch 
Or member of him;-as Moſes, Abrabom, 
or Pay} were. 

All aving Faith receives Chriſt,” Fob. 
I. 12.” Indeed the-ftrong Believer Te-- 
ceives him with a fironger and fedier 
hand than the 'weak 'one doth, who 
ſtaggers,” doubts, and trembles,, but yet 
receives him, and conſequently"is as 
much intercfſed-ijn-the bleſſed privi- 
ledges flowing from Union, as the 
greateſt 'Bcliever 'in the world: + Sach 
axe Chriſts complaceney.in-:our perſons 
and duties, - his:fy pathy i with us/in 
our troubles and ons,-and our in» 


- % 


Far RI rchaſe h 

isnotthis matter rt joy" "7" 
it .not..cnoihto/ melts yea Youerd 
whelm the heart ofa poorSinper e6-Gil- 

|" cover, and feel hi i9! hiHowhelng 
which exititlcs him-tofuch metGdets/ ? 


-Seconidly : From the' leaſt-depyeeof 


ſaving faith we may.infer'as plenary4 
cetnjflon of fan, as: from: thetixongeſt; 


'Fhe weakeſt Believer is as compleatly 
pardoned':as the firongeft, .48.1 0,43. | 
By: bins -all that. hthieve are juftified-Fromt b. 
» || . «lithings. All: that-bekeve. withane $7 
: difference of ſizes, ſirengdh/or degpees, 3 


2. *% 


theleaftas well as thagreatefi; :the Be- 
liever:of. a day-old; as wellas the Fa- 

thers and Worthies of greateſt name - 

| ang faheng Þc.,9700 216 * 

: 2:.Loe then the, leaf! Dag 6 of Fich 
ines thee: as really*; toithe- greateſt 
as the highelt acts of faith-can 

Fogg, true; [the ſtronger the acting. 

- Ele 1s, the clearer the cone U- 
ly.13, but intereſt. inthe priviledge 
is:thaſame.in-betb<;; Ifthenithou cant 
diſcern but.che weakeſt aQ, and (mall- - G 
[et micaſure of faith in thy ſoul, haſt thou : > 
.n6t reaſoa with. himin the Text,; to ary | 'V 


-Gank-thou repdrpand read; chiv'Par- gn 
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As hmm warn 

O, it's.mafter of more RH 
names are written . in the Book of Life, 
- than that the Devils arc fabjet to. us, 
10. 28. From hence it may bein+ 
that we aze choſen of God, HF. 
13-48. 4r many as were ordained t0 e- 
ternsl life, believed. 

Fourthly : The Icaſt meaſure of 
ſaving faith is a mercy greater. than 
molt men ever þartake of. ' 

*Tis true, -God is rich and bountiful 
in- the gifts of Providence to others, 
- they have the good things of this lite, 
many of them more thay their hearts 
can wiſh, Pſa}. 73* 7. He enricheth ma- 
ny of them alſo with endowments of 
the mind,” natural and moral 
ledge and widom, yea, and: adi 
- them with Howilitical 'Verewes ;thac - 
render them yery deſirable and 
m their cortiie with men 3* "but 
_—_— ggives 
ng Sant Ifas "$53" v6 


they are very. a 
vers to ' conlifer. \ 

he find the like jn us, of is ' 

is: His Faith gave kima det 
milevg heart.. He.cry d ous, x 
with teaxg., Noth your: faith, melt your 
hearts, eicherin the ſenſe of your own 
vilencls, or of the riches of: free grace 
to ſuch vile Creatures? 

Secondly : His Faith gave him, a 
deep ſenſe of 'his rcninivg unbelick, 
and - vB his heart with it,: Help 
my- unbelzef : And ſure {o will yours, 
x it be but asa grain of Muſtard-ſecd in 
you. 

_  Thudlyz His weak Faith, Rar 
him to Clirill | mn Sven, Prayer 
cries for his help to ſubd ue.U gAGs 
him, and ſo will yours if your SB 
right. Ol how often. do the People 
ot God go to the BART. Gras w- 
on that rand”! Bept2 
is dead, vain, an ery. NO, 
"there's to Ucaling Filth it 'in ay 
fitength; F Fins ine. 
*  Fourthly : His Faith a þ 
| hunger-and thirſt after; 


 -Gneovfit. Help -L wibeli Ke 
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'O that we 


trongar np: wh "ae. 


maynot queſtion thy power any mere, 
or. Iv, If thoucanſt | _ Wu 
thus,wulll it be with yau, 4 IO 
ors ers, Loh. I7,,5s Lord laid 

les) increaſe our-F aith« 0 2: w- 
+, Fitthly.: There was a copflieinhis 


foul betwixt Faith. and - Infidelity, 
Grace,and Corruption, and. this-ivery 
ſcoyfible to him; faith inclipia himone 


way, and unbeligt cazryinghins;apo» 
ther 3 and hence. he; ſpeaks, like-a man 
greatly diſtreſſed betwixt the workings 
of contrary principles-in this ownoul, 
and fo you will alſo.-find.it in-yout 
ſelves; Guls, 5. Fe The fleſhiduſtih a- 
ea Be and the ou 2% 

* coun oF 10 
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haN "Beſs the Lone the 
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working =) jg only, Th 
poor --4 was deeply ſenſible Ties 4 
{cb and yet at the ſame nl ak 
. " thaok- 


"—-— : I*-+4 
: q «ma. FRET, X * F , F . þ "1 


doo - ; 
THT oe the, nate pb" 


could produce': *Tisthe faith of the 0+ 


ing to the working | 

power, Epb. x.'19, 20. No Miniſters of 
Chrift, how exceltentſoever their gifts 
are, no duties or ordinances; no la- 
bour or diligence of your own, without 
this mighty power of God, can ever 
| bring you to Faith. 

- Secondly: *Tis juſt matter” of won- 
ſpark of faith was kindkdin fuck” an 
heart as thine is3 an heart whicly had 


| Upon it, 65:00t 

er all cha woud, on he: 

1 is. 23. Was 

req If bao 

kde tee Th heart 

ignorant ac- 

boy 64; rap thy own condi- 
Ws. y heart was a pron heart, 

Solo of rpeiny and (eif-con-. 


-17- hone 
_ 


nal Danwation,, thay wag boy al oh 
ſubmit co Chriſt 3 and; yet-the light of -. 
the Lord miuſt ſhine ano this darkvels, 
* andthe pride and ſtiffocls of thy. heatt 
The beohes pt eng to yield, 
Bela: Haw ed ighty T- 
nemies did oppoſethework of Fai ir 
wy foul ? ANng which Satary, and 
| realonings 


wut Ie frokes of {- 
- convidiory, and. way for Faith. fe 
bl ADE i 
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nally £8 it is Ro wondertul wor 

that cycr'thou waſt brought i in 
: degree to-bclieye...: _ - 

irdly ;3; Though ..thy Faith, be 

weak, yet itis, growing, if.itbeſaving 
faith; , The largeſt Tree was once. but 
a Kernel. or Acorn : The. moſt famous 
\Believerat- iſ but : yok ” _— 
— Ing ONE» Be: not -diſcoura 
fore, God; will fall. all the good ;plca- 
ſurepf his goodneſs in yOu, and the, work 
.obfaith/ with power. 5: It were cctain- 


- Jy,much, better; for yau.to be bleſſing 
- God for a-:lictle faith;;praying forthe 


aucreaſe of faith, .and_ diligently atten- 
*digg.thoſcmmeans;by Which it. may be 
improyediand made fAlburiſhing, int your 
- ſouls, .thdu by. ai nfl ungratctul and 
\prejudicial< ney! - at.,once to 
diſbonour Goc a; wrong your 
"xe: ; 4; IR 6 
oh 1143 19 7 Do. . 
hns 06142 (HGEW. 7 v7 Navy 
beraundius of unbelisf piper 
oe oy gh tears. 9 or 
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A _— 
ere are mary faward 

that make ther: ty TRIS 
thartthis, theunbeliefthey-fndin their 


owrrehearts. * This fin juſtly os be 


more*trouble than other fins; becauſe 


it is the rootfrom which: other fins do 
ſpripg'3' a'ro6r.of bitterneſs, bearing 
wormwood nd _ tothe” UpGenicy 


ofitheir fouls. 
Firſt : The remains of i u belief 1 m 


the Saints greatly diſhonourGodz and 
what is a grear'diſhonopy to-God, can= 
notþbut be a grcat” grief #tid/barder'to 
ther, For Jook' as faith (gives God 
ſpecial-honour above all other graces; 
ſo unbelief in a ſpecial manner; both 
wrongs and 'grieves him aboveall os 
therfins. 'Unbelief in dominion'imakes 
God a liar," 1 Fohz5. 10. and even the 
reliques thereof in. Believers;doth ſhake 
their afſent to his truths and promiſes, 
and nouriſhes a vile ſuſpicion of them 


A&B 


inthe heart; and: how do thoſe baſe + 


jcalouſies reflectupowhis howour ? Cers 
tainly itcannot bat! be a'grief to gradi= 


ous hearts/to ſce: Goddilhonoured by. 


oe, Pſal. 119. 36:and a much grea- 
ter 


EY 
F 
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d you will find « 
the be not | 

e ai y-it might,” *tis be- 
cauſc it is not mingled with faith, - Heb, 
4- 2. No Duties, no Ordinances, no 
Promiſes can give down their fweet 


Theſe things are dearer to the Saints 
than their eycs- - Jultly therefore do 
they bewail and moum. over that: fin, 
which obſtructs and intercepts their 
ſweeteſt enjoyments in this world. ' 
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FE The femdns 6 wn 


Lu eager 
temptations upon us. Doth he at 
EE Cee 


dy; or draw and intice us tothe-com- 
miſſion of fin, -or darken and: cloud 
out condition, and fillus with inward 
fears'and horror , withoat cauſe ; 'all 


this he doth by the mediation of our 


ownunbelicf.- The Apotile in Epb. 6. 
_ calls Faith the ſouls Shield againſt 
: And 1 Fob. $4 tiscalt'd 


the Viddagy By which" wor omatiine, 


(i.e) the Sword or Weapon by which 
weAtchieve our Victories: And if fo, 
then unbeliefdifarms us both of Sword 
and Shield; and-lcaves us naked of de- 
fence inthe day of Batcel, a prey to the 
next teinpeation'that befalls us. = * 
Fourthly :*The remains of unbelief 
hinder the thriving of allgraces; it's 
_— their" root 5 eghttat Ok 
2 quality , that nothing 
which  ſpiricua can thrive underthe 
and ſhaddow of it. It'sfaid 
Heb. 4-2, that the | was Preath- 
ed CE das but it did not profit 


mixed with faith in 


- hn foo per No' Ordinances 
Is, peviely an | 


ILY 


unbelief prevails ” You Pray, you Hear, 
you Faſt, you Meditate, and yet yoir do 


not thrive, your ſpiritual food doth'no-. 
You come from Otdinances as 


BE; careleſs, and vain as-you went to 
chem ; and why is it thus, bat becaulſc 
of remaining unbetict ? 


. Ofc r. 


_— 


"i OY tenderly mourn over the remainders 
Ho. of infidelity in Jgyr own hearts. There, 


there is*the root of the diſeaſe; and. 


ſurely Reader, thy heart is not" free of 
ſuch:ſymptoms of it, as-appear'in other 
"7 mens hearts. For do but conſider, 

* 1. Sympt. Firſt : What js our Impitiency: to 
b. wait for mercy , and defpondency_of 


ſpirit, if deliverance come not quickly 


inthe.outwatd or inward ſtraights of 
foul or body;. but a plain ſymptony of 


unbelicf in our hearts.” He tha# believes © 
will not. make baſt,; Wa, 28. 16, He that 


cartbelieve, can alſo wait Gods! tine, 
| ZJEG 274385" 5: "i ', 

> & +, Secondly : And aig doth Our rea- 
$- " dinels toulſe finful mediums to prevent, 
or'Extricate our ſclyes 'out - of trouble 


mo . 


bo ak yo” foul? oh 76 Has, | 


Let an the People of God bewail and | 


" , 
0 Q þ 
, « $4 F, 
BY - 


but a - 


an. 0 & GOoF, 0 Eos 
0 Y © —_— At 44 


heaxd.to ſpeak, it-would lay: in, thy 
heart, -let me rather die ten.deaths than 


commit one fin; - It's ſweeter and ea» 


fier to. die many integrity, than tolive JC 


” Py 
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withadefled or wounded Confcience, 
*Tis nothing; but; ,our, unbelief that 
makes us ſo ready to put. forth ous 
hands toiniquity, when therod of the 
Wicked reſts long upon us, or any, emi- 


nentdanger threatens us;P/al, 12 rg 


.. Thirdly; Doth not thegunhel 
your: hearts ſhew it ſelf in. your deeper 
thoughtfulneſs and great auxictics a- 
bout. carthly.chings, Matth, 6. 30. We 
pretend we have truſted God, with our 
ſouls to all /Etcrnity, andzyet. cannor 
truſt, him-for; our daily bread, We 
bring the evils of to morrow upon to 


. day 3 andall becauſe we cannot believe 


more. . 
O Reader, how much better were jt 
to. hear ſuch queſtions. as;theſe from 
theez how. ſhall I get an heaxt ſuitable 
tothe mexcies1do enjoy * How hall 
ar improve-them-,for God ? What 
(hall I: render ta the Lord for all his 
dodneſs? . This would. better ' become 
ce, than to afflid thy (elf with hat 


$a” 


great deal "of Infidelity lurkibg 
Rill.jn our hearts; might bat Faith-be 
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11 eat, what ſhall I drink, or where 


withalſhall 1 be cloathed ? 


Fourthly : What doth the flaviſh 
fear of death ſpeak, but remains of un- 


wy ery nr our hearts ? Are _— 
many faintings; tremblings,deſponden-" 
cies of mind under the thoughts cf 


death? O, if faith were high, thy ſpi- 
ritcould not be ſo low, 2 Cor. 5. 1, 2:3: 


The more bondage of fear,thetnore in-" 


Fifthly > To'conchude what is the 
voice of all thoſe-difiraQtions of thy 
heart in religions duties, but- want of 
faith, weakneſs in faith, and the aQtual 


prevalence of unbelicf ? You come to 
God in prayer, and there a thouſand” 


Vanities beſet you ; your heart is car- 
ried away; it roves, it wanders tothe 
ends of the earth : Conſcience ſmites 
for this, and faith, Thou doft but mock 
God, thy ſoul will ſmart for this ; "thou 
fecleſt neither ſtrength nor ſweetnefs a- 
riſing out of ſuch dries. You enquire 
for remedies, and eng] ng 
with' [ it may 

ſee w gonkenes rm to be in ot 


own unbelief : Bur there it is, and tilt. 


thatbe cured, it will not be better with 
nr rn 
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Yet let not poor Chriſtians fomeurn Uſe 2. 
as thoſe that have no hope or groynd 


of comfort. even in this caſe: For, 
Firſt: Though there be remains of 
unbelicf in you, yet you haveinfinite 
cauſe to bleſs God that they are but re- 
mains. - You once were in” unbelief 
1 Tim. 1. 13+ (+. c. ) under the full 
power and dominion of it. Had God 
cut. you off in thar ſtate, you maſt cex- 
taivly have periſhed. This is the diſs 
caſe.but that was the deatb of your ſouls. 

Secondly : Though unbelief be in 
you, yet it is not in you per medians queb- 
etis, by way of reſt, as it-is in al} un- 
i believers, but by way of daily cooflict, 
Wl 2nd as a burden too heavy to be borne, 
| 


_ be redo rc I 


Now though the fin be ſod, yet the 
ſorrow for-it is ſweetz and your conflicts 
ber tag na; | anaphoogy [- 

grace, Ron, 7.21 
B Thirdly : This s  diſcaſe-under 
WY whichall Chriftians do labour more or 
| 


leſs. There is not a beart ſo holy in 
all-the world, but is jn fome deg 
tainted and infeted with -this difcale. 
And Roth kpcn TOE TG 
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all Chriſtians of all-lizes, but in all <h* 
acts -of their faith. .- Jobs faith tri- 
umphed- in cap. 13. 15. yet had-its 
eclipſe-and fainting, fit, in cap. 19. 20. 
Abrgham "was a moſt renowned Belie- 
ver, a- great. pattern-and example- of 
faith z oh, how-high a picch-did his 
faith mount to, in Gen. 22. 3. and'yet 
there was a- time when it fainted;-and 
failed him as at, Gerar, Gen. 20. 2,9, 
10,11, David in Pſal. 27.1.2 3. was: 
not like” Dawidiin 1 Sam. 27. 1. The 
faith of Peter ſhone out like the Sun in 
a glorious confeſſion, Matth; 16. 16. 
and yet was not only beclouded, bur. 
{cemed- to be gone down and quite-ſet 
io Maith. 26. 69. though it afterwards 
recovered it felt, 

Forthly : *Tis not this or-that de- 
pree-of unbelict that damnes a man, 
but-the power and dominion of-it that 
damnes.. him. Indeed your comfort 
much depends upon the ſtrength -of | 1 
your faith, but your ſalvation depends Þ ' 
upon:the truth of it... Moſt Chriſti- 
ans-come to Heaven with a weakand 

doubting faith, but few - with their 
fails filld with a direct and freſh wind 
of. afſu Urance, 
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Fithly : There « Sh in Chit 
to help thy-unbelief. Lord, (aid this 
poor man, help my unbelief, He is an 
excellent Phyſitian, and knows how to 
relieve and cure thee: Go to him and 
groan out thy complaint, tell him thy 
heart is pained and troubled with this 
diſeaſe; thou ſhalt find hima faithful, 


$kilful and mercifnl Saviour. 


Sixthly: It's but a little while be- 
fore this, with all othes diſeaſes bred 
by itin thy ſoul; ſhall be perfely hea 
ed; Gndlifarion 4 is a" cure begun, 
Glorification is the cute performed and 
compleated : The former hath de- 
ſtrdy*d the dominion, the latter will de- 
ſtroy the exifteace of it in thy fout: 
When you: cotne to Heaven, and ne- 
ver till then” will you find your [elves 
well; and atcaſe in every parts : 

' And thus much of the ſecond point. 

There are ſome general obſerva- 
tions ariſing from, both parts of my: 
Text, conſidered together , viz. The 
thankful acknowled + of his faith; 
and the ſorrowful ge of his unbe» 
lief, It ſhall Cuffice for a conclukon 
to this Meditation only to note them, 
and they are theſe, | 
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F ,Firk : That the deepeſt ſenſe of 

»  -. fin muſt not exclude an humble and 
thankful acknowledgment of the grace 
of-God in his People.  *Tis the fault: 
of moſt to hide their ſims, and the fault 
of ſome to hide their graces, - 

Secondly.-:' Acceptance of our per- 
ſons and - dutics is a pure act of. 
grace. There's no duty performed 
in a perfect ad of faith; all is mixt 
with unbelicf in ſome degree, the 
Honey .and the-Gqmb are mixt toge- 
ther, Cant. 2, 8; No duty as it comes 
from us 5 pure. >> | | 
Thirdly : Juſtly. may we ſuſpect 

that faith for' a - falſe faith, which 
boaſts of its own ftrength , but -ne- 
ver ;thourns is the ſenſe. of unbelict. 
Where there arg: no confliqs with fin, 
there can: | be.no ſ{ound-. evidence of 

ſincerity. . \ boy of 
-  Fourthly : Believexs muſt not won- 
der to find, ſtrange vicifſitudes and 
alterations in the fiate of thcir ſouls. 
Somerimics a clear , and fometimes a 
cloudy day. Sometimes they have 
their Songs in the night, and ſome- 
times tneir bitter Lamentations, It 
ou. ask why is it thus, the- anſwer 
is, there are twins within you, con= 
<* 4:3 f trary | 


trary principles ſirughng in © your - 
foul. and ER: no wonder at car 
- find [peace 'troable;" hope 
fear, light and darkneſs, taking their 
—_ and <a your time betwixt 
them. .. 
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Pſal. 40. ver. 8. 'I delight to do 
thy will, O'my God; yea thy 
Law is within my heart. 


AAſtivg my .cyc upon this 
F precious Text, 1 find it 
HZ) perplext and darkned 
mz] with varicty, yea, con- 
trariety .of expoſitions, 
The Jews and Socinians generally refer 
all to Pavid, denying Chriſt to be the 
perſon here ſpoken of, Others refer 
the whole Pſalmto Chrift, but the belt 
expolitors refer it partly. to David, and 
partly to Chriſt, That this Paragraph 
in which my Text lies, refers to Chrift, - 
is plain from the Apoſtles allegation of 
it 
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it, in Heb. 10.5, 6, . In this and the - 
two former verſes i lie three great 
points of truth, which you may take 
up in this order. 

Firſt ; The inſufficiency and reje&i- 1. 
on of all legal Sacritices, as-things of -z 
no vertue in themſelves to -ſatisfic ; 
God, or ſave men, ver. 6, theſe thou 
[ wonldef not,” (i, E.) thou never didſt 

appoint ther to be the means of falva- 

tion farther 'than they ſignified and 

pointed at me; and now mult vaniſh 

whenTI come in a body of fleſh, accor- 

ding to that, Col. 2. 17. In | 
Secondly : The" introduction -of a 2. 
compleat and ſufficient means of re- | 
deryption, ver. 7. Lee T come. 

Thirdly : The ſuitablenefs and- a- I, 
creudfifencls of this work of redefnpti- 
on tothe heart and willof JeſusChriſt, 
verſ. 8, I delight to do thy will, O 
my God 3 yea, thy Lawis within my 
heart; orasitisin the Hebrew, 'in #be 
midſt of my bowels. | 

In the words we are to note two 
things, viz. Firſt, The riſe and ſpring 
of mans redemption. 

Secondly : The acceptablenefs and 
ſujtableneſs of it to the heart of 
Chrift, 
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H 3 Firſt ; 


Firſt : The. riſe and' firſt ſpring of 
mans redemption ; the will -and plea- 
ſure of God. ;: & ja pleaſed the Loxd to 
appoint and order it, that.a remnant. 
of poor loft Sinners thould befaveds'7 

The executian and accompliſhment - 
of this good pleaſure of God, was, that 
part which by agreement and conſent 
was committed to the Son, and ishere 
call'd a Lew, or command laid upon 
him. And anſwerably-the death of 
Chriſt is repreſented as an a& of. obe- 
dience, Phil. 2. 8: and reſpected Gods 
command for it, -Foh. 10.18. This 
Commandment have Tvecejved frommy. F a- 
ther, referring to the Covenant of Re- 
demption, which -was betwixt them 
from everlaſting; and this was the riſe 
and firſt ſpring of our Redemption þ 
Chriſt. 

Secondly : You have here the grate- 
fulne(s and fuitableneſs of this work to 
the heart of Chriſt. I delight to do it, it 
i inmy heart. Loe, I come, 

The Hebrew words note not ſimple 
conſent or willingneſs, but the higheſt 
pleaſure and complacency that can be 
4 work which raviſhes his ſoul with the 
delights of it. T delight to do thy will. 
And that other expreſhon , Thy gw 
| with- 
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= a fe and. $o5-m a as the 
former. -It notes the greateſt care, ſo- 
licitude- and intention of mind, in 
keeping the moſt precious treaſure that 
was committed to him , for {o the 
phraſe is uſed in Prov, 4, 21, And fo 
did our Redeemer elteem and reckon 
this work-which was by. the Father de- 
mandated and committed to him. 
Hence the note 1s, 


Do. 


That tbe will of God tq redeem Sinzers 
by the incarnation and death of Feſus 


Chriſt, was moſt grateful and pleaſing to 
the very heart of Chriſt. 


It is ſaid, Prov. 8. 3t. when hewas 
ſallacing himſelf in the ſweeteſt en- 
joyment of his Father, whilſt he lay in 
that bleſſed boſom of delights, yet the 
very proſpeX of this work gave him 
plealure : Then were bis delights witb 
the Sons of men. And" when he was 
come into the world, and had endured 
many abaſures ,and Injuries, and was 
even. now. come to the moſt difficult 
part of the work, yct,bow am I ſtraight- 
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ned, or pained (faith he.) till it be ac+ 
complied, Luk, 12. 50. 

wo things might callour thoughts 
to ſtay upon them 1n this point. | 

Firſt : The decency. of it, why it 
ought to be ſo. 

Secondly : The reaſons of it, whence 
tt came to be {o, 

Firſt : Why it_ought to be a plea- 
{fant and grateful thing to Chrilt to 
take a body of fleſh, and lay it down 
by death again for the redemption of 
Sinners. 

Firſt : It became Chriſt togo about 
this work with chearfulneſs and de- 
light, that thereby he might give his 
death the- nature and formality of a 
ſacrifice. 

In all Sacrifice you ſhall find that 
God had ftill a regard, a ſpecial re- 
ſpect to the will of the offerer. See 
Exod. 35. 5.21. & Levit. 1.3. the vo- 
luntarineſs and chearfulneſs with which 
it is given, is of great regard with 
God. 

Secondly : It ought to be fo, in re- 
vard of the unity of Chriſts will with 
the Fathers. The work” of our "re= 
demption is call'd , the pleaſure of the 
Lord, Ila. 53+ 10. And what was me 
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Fathers -pleaſure 5 could. not be diſ- 4 
pleaſing, to him, who 15 one- with the 5 
Father. It's impoſſible their wills can i 
clath, whoſe nature is one, | 

Thirdly : TFhis-+was neceſſary to 
magnitie and-commend the” love of Je- 
fas Chriſt to us, for whom hegave him- 
ſelf. That he came into the world- to 
o & die forus, is a mercy of the firſt mag- 
1 nitude,. but that he came in love-to our 
f BY fouls, and underwent all his ſufferings 

with ſuch willingneſs for' our ſakes; 

eB this heightens it above all apprehen+ 
hon. O this is the moſt taking, the 
| 


moſt raviſhing , the moſt aftonilhing 
conſideration of all: He loved-me; and- 
gave bimſelf for- me-, Gal. 2; 20,+ He 
loved ws, and waſhed us from” our ſins in 
bis own blood, Rev. 1.5. Herelove is in - 
its higheſt exaltation. 

Fourthly : It was neceflary to be, .. 
for the regulating of al} our: obedience - 
to-God' according to this patterns. 
That ſeeing, and ſetting this great ex»- 
ample of obedience betore us, we might- 
never grutch.nor grumble at-any duty- 
or ſuffering that God thould call-us to, 
Tos know the grace- of | our Lord Jeſus 
Chrift., bow that though be was rich, yi#: 

"for your-ſakes. be became poory Saith thie-- 
S — App-- 
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Apoſtle, when he would preſs the Co- 
rinthiens to their duty, 2 Cor. B.g, and 
when he would effectually. urge the 
Philippians to their duty 3 this is the ar- 
gument, Let this mind be in you, which 
alſo was in- Chriſt Jeſus, Phil. 2.5. S0 
that it became and | behooved Chnft - 
thus to undertake this great ſervice. 

Secondly: Next Jet us confiderand - 
examine whence it came to be {o plca- 
fant and acceptableto Jeſus Chriſt to 
come into. the warld 'and die for poor 
Sinners 

Andwe ſhall find, that akhough the 
ſufferings of Chrit were exceeding, 
ſharp, .and the cup of Gods wrath un» 
Ipcakably bitter 3 yet that which made 
it pleaſant 'and deſirable to Jefus 
Chrift, was the proſped& he had of the 
{ſweet reſults and iſſues of his ſufferings, 
Iſa. 53. 10, 11. He foall ſee of the tra- 


vail of bis ſoul, and ſpall be ſatisfied, (i.e.) {| 


he ſhall have great content and pleaſure 
from the iſſues and fruits of his/ſuffer- 
wgs, as Pſal. 12S. 2. Thox ſhalt eat the 
labour of thy hands, (i. &..) the fruit of 
.thy labours. So here, He ſhall ſee tbe 
aravail of bis ſol, (i.e.) the fruit and - 
effects of his travail ; and-to ſee this, 

hem be to himthe ———_— recom - 
Frock. | 
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pence of all his ſufferings. Now a- 
mong the ſweet reſults of the-lufferings 
of Chriſt , there" are- eſpecially theſe 
three which he fore-ſaw with fingular 
content and delecation. 

Firſt : That in his ſufferings there 
would bemade a glorious difplay'and 
manifeſtation of the divine Attributes; 
yea, fuch a glorious difplay of them as 
never was made before to Angels or to 
men, nor ever {hall be any more in. this 
world, For though, 

Firſt : The Wiſdom of 'God 'had 


made it ſelf viſible to men inthe Crea- - 


tion: of the- world, yet there it {hone 


but in a faint and anguiibing beam, + 


compared with this. - Here divine Wiſ- 


dom put it ſelf as it were into avilible 


- form, and repreſented it {elf tothe life. 
See 1 Cor. 1.24. and Eph. 30.10, Be- 


hold in the death of Chriſt the Wiſdom 


of God, in its higheſt  exaltation- and 


. O the manifold Wiſdom of: 
God! O the depth of his unſearchabje.. 
wiſdom. Which I touched in ſome 


particulars before, p. 102«. 
Bchold here the Wiſdom of God 
raiſing more glory-to himſelf by occa- 


fion. of the breach of the Law ; than + - 


could ever-have riſen to him from the 
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- God aQeth to the uttermoſt ; What - 


moſt, punQual obſervation of its com” 
mands, or the moſt rigorous execxtion 
of its threatenings 3 from the occaſion 
of the fall (which. was our undoing) 
raiſing us to a far better eſtate, and 
with a much better ſecurity to. enjoy it 
than that from which we fell; Yea, 
behold and wonder, God by the death 
of Chriſt, recovering his Elec from all 
the danger and miſchief of fin, and yet 


making the way and manner of theix 


xecovery the faireſt. glaſs to repreſent 
the hoxror andevil of fin to them, that 
ever was ſhewn them in this world. 
Oh, the tryumph of divine Wiſ- 
dom ! | 

Secondly.: Though the love of God 
had appeared before in our Creation, 


| Protection, and. Provition, yct nothing 


to what it doth in our Redemption by 
the death of Chriſt : Loe, here is_the 
love of God. in-its ſixength and glory, 
1-Zok. 4.10. Herein 14 love, not that we 
loved God, but that be loved us, . and ſent 
bis Son to be the Propitiation for on fins. 
Herein islove (4, e. } here is the high- 
elt expreſſion of Gods loveto the Crea- 
ture 5 not-only that ever was, but. that 
ever can. be made, for in loye only 
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ever his power hath done; --it can 'do 
more 3 but fer his love it can go no t 
higher he hath no. greater thing to * 
give than his Chrift, *Tis true, in | 
giving us a being, and that in-the.no- 
bleſt rank and order of Creatures on 
Earth; herein was love. In feeding 
us all our lite long, by his afſiduous 
tender providence 3 herein is love. In 
protecting us under his wings from in- 
numerable dangers and miſchiefs; 
herein is love, much love : And yet fet 
all this by his Redeeming love in Chriſt, 
and it ſeems nothing. When wehave 
faid all, Herein is the love of God, that 
be ſent bis Son, &c. This was free love 
| NY to undeſerving, to ill-deſerving Sin- -- 
ners. Preyenting love; not. that we * 
loved him, but that he loved us. Juſt 
asan Image inthe glaſs (ſaith Ficmw) 
that is imprinted there by the face look- 
 3$ ivg into it, the Image does not look 
back upon the face, except the face look 
- forward upon the Image 3 and in that 
| the Image does ſeem to fee the 
face, its nothing elſe, but. that the 
face does ſee the Image; O, the-un- 
exprefſable glory of the love of God 
 nChriſt! | 
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_ _ God had given 
ſeveral ſad marks of his Juſtice before, 
both upon the Angels that fell, clapping 
upon them the chains of darkneſs, in 
the overthrow of Sodom, and the neigh- 
bouring Cites, turning them to Aſhes 3 


' as you may read in Fwd. ver. 6, 7. yet 


never was the exacnels and ſeverity of 
Jaſtice ſo manifeſted before, nor ever 
ſhall be any more, as it was at the 
death of Chriſt. Chriſt did not only 
fatishe it fully, but he alſo honoured it 
highly, making that Attribute which 
was Once a bar, now to be a bottom of 
our peace, Rome. 3.25. Never did ſuch 
a Perſon as Chriſt ſtand at the Bar of 
Juſtice before : The Blood of God was 

ured out to appeaſe and fatishe it. 
When Chriſt ſuffered, he did both give 
and take ſatisfaQion 3 he gave it to the 
juſtice of God in dying z he took it | 
in ſeeing Juſtice ſo honoured in his - 
death. 

Secondly : Another delightful pro- 
ſpe& Chriſt had of the fruit of his ſuf- 
ferings, was the recovery and falvation 
of all the Ele& by his death. And 
though his ſufferings were exceeding 
bitter, yet ſuch fruit of them as this, 
was exceeding {weet, Upon this ac- 
count. 


u 


count he wie HO his Name Jeſas, ' 
Matth. 1. 21: yea, and his hunnane Ns- 
ture alſo, - Gel. 4. 4, 5. Souls are of 
great value in his eyes : One ſoul ig#of 
more worth in his account -than all the 
world, Mark 8. 36, What a plcafuxe 
then muſt i it be tohim, .te ſave ſo ma- 
ny fouls from the everlaſting- wrath of 
the great and terrible God? Add to 
this 

Thirdly : The which would 


redound ' to him from his redeemed . 


ones to all Ecernity. For it will- be the 
everlaſting pleaſant imployment of the 
Saints in Heaven to be aſcribing glory, 
praiſe, and honour to the- Redeemer. 
To bim that loved us , and waſhed us 
from our fins in bis own Blood, and bath 
made us perl Priefts to God and bis 
Father 1, to bim be glory and dominion for 
ever and ever, Rev.1. 5,6. 

The improvement of all this will be 
in a word or two. 


I. Uſe for Comvidlion. - 


This truth then in the firſt place, 
may convince, ſhame, and humble the 
very beſt of Chriftians, who find fo 
Hietle delight in the moſt eafie, iweet, 


and 
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them with ſuch chearfulneſs and rea- 
dineſs, Loe I come, thy Law is in-my 
beart,. I delight to do thy will. And yet 
the work he ſo applied himſclf to, was 
a work fullof difficulty, attended with 
reproach and ſhame, as well as anguiſh 
and pain, 

Did Chriſt find pleaſure in abaſe- 
ment and torment, in ſuffering and dy- 
ing for me, and can I find no pleaſure 
in Praying, Hearing , Meditating , 
and enjoying the ſweet duties of Com- 


munion with him? Did he come { \ 


chearfully to Die forme, and doI go 
ſo dead: heartedly to Prayers and Sa- 
craments to enjoy fellowſhip with him? 
Was it a- pleaſure to him to ſhed his 
Blood, and is it none to me to apply 
it, and reap the ,benefts of it? Oh 
Lord, what an heart have I ? How un- 
ſuitable is this frame of heart to the 
Nature of God, whole eſſential excel- 
lencies make him the ſupream delight, 
the ſweet repoſe, ſolace, and reit of 


fouls! Pſal. 16.1.1. 


How. 
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and ſpiritual duties of obedience 3 \ 
when Chriſt undertook and. went *} 
through «the moſt difficult. task. for | 


regeneration and holinels -purpoſely 
planted in the ſoul, to make ſpiritual 


performances a pleaſure to it ! 


How unſuitable to the future ex-: 


ed ſtate of glory, which brings the 
Fed foul To a {weet conplactacil 
reſt and ſatisfaction in God! In a 
word, how unſuitable is this temper of 
ſpirit to the heart of Jeſus Chriſt! *O, 
me thinks I hear Chriſt thus expoſtu» 
lating with me this day. a 


Is this thy zealand thy delight in the - 


dutics of obedience ? Is it: rather the 
awe of Conſcience than the pleaſure of 
Communion that brings thee to this 
duty ? Doth thy heart need fo many 
arguments to perſwade it even to the 
{(weeteſt, eaſieſt, and moſt pleaſant 
duties in Religion? Well, I did, not 
love thee . at that rate; my heart 
readily ecchod to the Fathers call to 
die for thee, to drink the very dregs 
of the cap of trembling for thee, T 
come ,- I come. 1 delight to do thy 
will, thy Law is inthe midſt of my 


bowels. 


2. Vfe 


principles of 


wo 
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2, Uſe, 


| 2, Vſe for Exbortation. 


If it be ſo, how greata motive have 
the People of Ged before them, . to 
make them "apply themſelves with all 
chearfulneſs and readineſs of mind to 
all the duties of active and paſlive obe- 
dience? OQ let there be no more grum- 
blings, lazy excuſes, ſbiftings off duty, 
ordead-hearted and liftleſs pertorman- 
ces of them after fuch-an example as 
this. Bexcady to do the will of God 5 
yea, be you alſo ready to ſuffer it. Let 
the ſame mind be in you, which alſo 
was in Chriſt Jeſus. The more plea- 
{are and delight you find in doing or 
ſuffering the will of God, the more 
of Chritts ſpirit is in you, and the 


morg of his Image is upon you. Are 


not all holy dutics expreſſed in Scrip- 
ture by the Saints walking with God, 
Gen.17 1. and is not this an Angflical 
lite? Can it be a burden to the car to 
hear {weet raviſhing ſtrains of melody ; 
or to the eye, to behold variety of plea- 
{ant and lively colours; or to the palate 
to relliſh the delicious ſweetneſs of 
meats and drinks, 


Oh 


Oh Reader, were thy heart more 
ſpiritual, more deeply ſandtified, and 
Heavenly, -it would be no more pain to 
Ve JF theetoPray, Hear, or Meditate on the 
0 things of God, than it is to-a Bird to 
all F carry and uſe his own wings+- or to'a 
OF Man, to cat the moſt pleaſant food 
© | whenheisanbungry. I have rejayeed 
| (faith David) in the mayof thy Comman- 


Y> | qdements, as much as in all riches , Pſa). 
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wn And as to ſufferings for Chriſt, they . 
5 | ſhould not be grievous to Chriſtians, 
_ that know how chearfully Chrift came 
o | fromthe boſom of the Father to'dic | 
i- | forthem.' What have we to leave; or -* 
T | loſe, im compariſon with him? What | 
© | are our ſufferings to Chriſts? Alas, 


C . : . 
there is. no compare; there was more 1 
© | bitterneſs in one drop of his ſafferings, Re 
, than in a ſea of ours, _ 
b Toconclude, your delight and rea- * 


| dineſs im the paths of obedience, is the 
, very meaſure of your ſandification. 


THE NINETH 
MEDITATION[I 


UPON 


Zech. 22. part of ver. 10. And 
they ſhall look upon me whom 
they have pierced, and they ſhall 

| wwourn for him, as one monrneth 
; for his only Son, and ſhall be in 
| bitterneſs for him, as one that. 
. in bitterneſs for his firſt- 
orn. 


HIS promiſe is confeſſed 
_ to have a ſpecial reſpe&t 

to the Fews Converſion 

to Chriſt, It was in part 
| | accompliſhed in the A4- 
| | 1698 days, Atts 2.37. yet that was 
y ut a ſpecimen or handſel of what m_ 


- 


But yet it cannot be denied chat all 
Chriſtians find the ſame pierceing for- 
rows, and wounding ſenſe of fin, when 
God :awakens them. by. convidions, 
and brings them to ſee the evil of fin, 
and the grace of Chriſt, that is here 
expreſt concerning them at their con- 
verſion. | A. 

The words preſent us with three ve- 
ry remarkable particulars in Evange- 
lical repentance, viz. AFV? 

Fixft : The ſpring and principle of 


Secondly: The cfiets and fruits 
Thirdly : The depth and meaſure 


of it. 5 if 
Firſt : The fpring and principle of 
Repentance expreſt in - theſe words, 
They ſhall look, upon me whom they beve 


pierced, This looking apon Chriſt, is 
 anaR of faith, for ſo it is deſcribed in 


Scripture ,.. Foh,, 6. 40, Iſa. 45. 22. 
and it WER Chriſt cracked ts its 
proper objeR z yea, and that by them, 
not only as their Progenitors involyed 
them in that guilt, by entailing it on 
them, but as their own fins a 
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VF 4 IF 


- itorious Fay 4 his death __— 

rings. ſhall look upon - me 

bes tad 4 . Fi 

2, Secondly : The effes and fruits of. 
ſuch an afpe& of faith upon Chriſt is 
here ao noted. They ſhall mourn and bu 
in bitterneſr, (i.e. ) it {hall melt and 
thaw them into Godly ſorrow ;- t ſhalt 
break- their hard and fiony hearts to 
pieces : The eye of faith ſhall affeRt 
their hearts; for indeed Evanggdlical 
forrows, arc hearty and undiffern- 
_ tears droppmg out of the eye- of 

tk BY . . 

3 Thirdly and laſtly : The depth and 
meafure of their ſorrow is here likewiſe 
noted. And it is *compared with the 
greateſt and moſt piercing forrows men 
are acquainted with in this world, 
even the forrow of 'a tender-hearted 
Father mourning, over a dead Son, yex, 
an only Son, and his firft born, than 
which no carthly forrow is more penie« 
trating and ſharp, Fer. 6.26,  ©* 

-e the-Note willbe, 


Dot. 
That the ſufferings of Chrift aye exeve- 


proverful, ta mult Believers hearts invo 
ly ſorrow. His 
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| Sacrament pevitatons. 


The eye of faith is a precious cye, 
and according to its various Aſpects 
upon Chriſt, it produceth- various ef- 
fefts upon the hearts: of men, Eying 
Chriſt 2s our compleat Righteouſneſs, 
ſa it pacifies and quiets the heart; 
eying him as our pattern, ſo it direQs 
and regulates our ations eying: him 
as our facritxe , offer'd up-to divine 
Juſtice for our ſins , to it powerfully 
thaws the heart, and melts the affeci- 
ONS, F 
By-meltivgs, I do not only under- 
ſtand tears, as if they only were ex- 
preſſive of all { piritual ſorrow ; fot 
it is poſſible the waters of ſorrow may 
ran deep in the heart, when the eye 
cannot yield adrop. 

There be two things in Repentance, 
Trouble and Tears. The tirki is Efſen- 
tie} , the laſt Cs The firſt 
flows from the-influence of faith upon 
the foul; the laſt much depends upon 
the termper and conſtitution of the b0- 


- dy. It: is a mercy when our tears pan 


flow from an heart fill'd' with ſorrow 
for fin, and love toChrift 3 and yet it 
often falls out that there is an heavy 
heart, where the eyes are dry. But that 
there is efficacy in faith to _ the 

cart 


A, 
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4 heart; by looking upon the ſufferings 
of Chriſt for fin; is undoubted 3' and 
how it becomes ſo powerful an inftru- | : 
ment to this end, I will ſhewyouin I} * 
the following particulars. 

I. Firſt: Faith eyes the dignity' of the 
Perſon 'of Chrift, who was pierced for 
us; how- excellent and glorious a Per- 
{fon he is. In tne Captivity, it wasfor 
a lamentation that Princes were hanged 
wp by the bands, and the faces of Elders 
were not reverenced, | Lam. 5. 12. We 
read alſo the Lamentation of David, 
2 Sam. 3. 38. as he followed Abners 
Herſc. A Prince and a great man-is fallen 
in Wracl to day. 

But what was Abner, and what 
were the Princes of Iſrael to the Son 
of God ? Loe here by faith the Be- 
liever feces the Frince of the Kings of the 
Earth, the only begotten of the; Fa- 
ther, equal toGod in natureand dig- 
nity, he whom all the Angels worſhip, - 
hanging dead upon the curſed Tree. 
Faith fecs Royal Blood, the Blood of 
God \ poured out 'by the Sword of 
Tuftice for ſatisfation and reconcilia- 
tion 3 and this cannot but deeply affeRt 
the believing (oul. 
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Secondly-; Faith repreſents the ſe-- 


verity of Divine Juftice to Jeſus Chriſt, 
and the. extremity. of his ſufferings 3 
and this ſight isa melting fight. 

The Apoſtle tells us, Gal. 3: 13. he 
was made Kemtga, 8 Curſe, and Exc- 
cration for us : It relates to the kind 
and manner of his death upon theCros, 
which was the death of a Slave, ſervite. 
ſuppliciem , a free man was priviledg'd 
from that puniſhment. It looks upon, 
and well conſiders the ſad-plight and 
condition Chriſt was in, in thedays of 
his Humiliation for us. It's faid of 
him, Matth. 26. 38. he was' Ilsgiavns, 
undequaque triſftis, ſurrounded with 
gricts, exactly anſwerable to his name, 
Iſa. 53.3. 4 man of ſorrows. Let 'him 
look which way he would; outward 
or inward, upward or downward; to 
Friends or Enemies, he could behold 
nothing, but forrow, and what might 
increale - his miſery. Angther Evaz- 
geliſt faith he was. ſoze amazed, Mark. 
14. 33. "Exlap8a5y. --It notes ſuch a 


conlternation-as makes the hair of-the © 


head ttand upright, horripilatis, A 
third tells us his fosly4 troubled, Joh. 
12,27, 1431 #8-Tinigarra, Vnde Tar 
tarus, a word from wh<-nce Hell is des 
7 IF rived, 
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ived, and denoting the anguiſh and 
troubles of them that are in that place 


.of torments. 


And the fourth tells us he was in an © 
Agony, Lak. 24. 44. all exprefling in 


ſeveral emphatical. notions and meta» 


phors, theextremity of Chriſts anguiſh 
and torment. This cannot but greatly 


affect and break the Believers heart. 


Thirdly : Bat then, that which moſt 
affects the heart, is Chrifts Undergoing 
all this, not only in love to us, but in 
our rem and fſicad. - He ſuffered not 
for any evil he had dope, for there was 
ne guite found in his mouth, 7/a.53.4,5. 
but the Juſt ſuffered for the Unjaki, 
x Pet. 3. 18. It was for me, a vile 
wretched worthleſs Sinner. It was my 
Pride, my Earthlindls, the hardneſs of 
my heart, the corruption of my na- 
ture, the innumerable evils of my life, 
that brought him down to the duſt of 
death. He xax made fra for us, who knew 
as fin, 2 Cor. 5.21. 

Who can believingly eye Chriſt, as 
fuffcring fucl pains, ſuch wrath, ſuch 
a_curke in the room of ſuch a Sinner, 
ſuch a Rebel; fo undeferving, and (0 
M-deſerving a Creature, and not 
mourn as for an only Son; and be 

in 


© 
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" Wnirommgatanaitatinn 
in bitterneſs as 'for 2 firſt-born ? 
Fourthly : Faith melts' the heart by 


- conſidering the effe&ts and fruits of the 


ſufferings of Chrift, what great Gongy 
he hath : putchaſed by his Daalpes-und 
Blood for poor Sinners 3 a fulland final 


pardots of fan,” a well-ſettled peace with 


God, a ſure ##le and right tothe eter- 
nal Inheritance 5 and al this for thee, 
a Law-condemned, a Self-condemned 
Sinner. Lord, what am I, that ſuch 
mercies as theſe ſhould be purchaſed by 
fach a price for me; for me, when 
thouſands and ter thoufands of fweeter 
diſpoktions muſt buen in Hell for ever ! 
Oh, what manner of love is this! 

Fitthly : Faith melts the heart by 
exerting 4 three-fold at upon Chriſt 
Crucihed. 

Firſt: 4 realizing a@, repreſenting 
all-this in the greateſt. certainty and c- 
vidence that can be. Theſe are no 
deviſed fables, but the ſure and infalli- 
reports of the Goſpel. 


Secondly : An z he loved 
me, and: gav An oppiagets me , Gal. 
2, 20, He ts loved us, and waſhed us 
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Thirdly and laſtly: By an inferring 
or Raſaning aj, It Chriſt died for 'me; 
then I ſhall never die : It his Blood 
were paid down for me, then my fins 
which are many, are forgiven me. If 
he was Condemned in my room, f am 
acquitted, ahd ſhall be ſaved from 
wrath to come, through him. O how 
weighty do theſe thoughts prove to be- 
lieving ſouls. 


I. Uſe for information. 
I. Then ſure there is bus little faith, 


becauſe there is ſo much deadneſs and wn- 
affetiedneſs, among Profeſſor1, A be- 


Jieving ſight of Chriſt will work .upon 


a gracious heart,. as a dead Son, a be- 
toved and only Son, uſcs to do upon a 


tender Fathers heart. 


Reader, was it ever thy ſad lot to 
look upon fuch an heart-rending ob- 
je&? Did'fi thou ever feel the pangs 


and commotions .in thy bowels, that 


ſome havefelt upon:ſuch a tight? Why 
ſo will thy heart work towards Chrittz 
4f ever thou believingly lookeſt on him 
whom thou haſt pierced. fa 


2. Tofer, 
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| Then the afting and exerciſing of faith 
| ir4he beſt -expedient to ger a tender heart, 
| andraiſethe dead affethions, Weare ge- 
| nerally full of complaints, how hard, 
8 how dead and ſtupid our heatts are 3 
we are Often putting ſuch caſes as 
theſe, How (hall 1 get a broken heart 
for fin ? How (hall I raiſe my dead heart 
in duty'? -Why this is the way 3; no ex- 
Pn: in all the world like this. Look 

1 him whom thou haſt pierced. 'Tis 
the melting Argument. 


\ 


2. Uſe of Examination. 


But that which I eſpecially aim at in 2, Uſe. | 
this point, is for the tryal and exami- 
nation of thy heart, Reader, in the 

| point of true Evangelical Repentance , 
BY which is thy proper buſineſs at this 
BE time: AndI will go no further than 
| the Text for rules to examine and try: 
BK it by. | 
| I- Rule. o 


- All Evangelical Repentance SP, Rule, 
_—_— {pring, I will poxr out the 


I 3 ſpirit 3 


2. Kale. 


3. Rule, 


£7 je 


Jdirit of grace ,*avd they ſhall moarn. 
Till the ſpirit be poured out upon us, 
it 1s as caſhie to preſs water out of a 
Rock, as to make our hearts relent and 
mourn. There are indeed natural 
meltings the effefts of an ingenuous. 
Temper, but theſe differ, in kind and 
naturc, from Godly ſorrow. 


2. Kale. 
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Goaly ſorrows are real, ſincere, and 
They ſhall mourn « 


undifſembled. | 
for an only Son. - Parents need not the. | 


help of an Onion to draw tears on ſuch, 


accounts : 


: O! their very hearts are 


pierced; .they could even die with 
them. Sighs, groans, and tears are 
nat hang'd out as falſe ſigns of what is 
not to be found in their hearts. 


3. Rule. 


Evangelical ſorrow is very deep 3 (0 
much the mourning for an onlySon, 4 
firſt-born, muſt import. 
how ſtill ſoever they be,: run deep, very 
deep,in the bottom channel of theſoul. 


Sce AG. 2. 27. They were cut-40 the beart. 


Theſe waters, 


4. Roles 
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4. Rule. 3J 


» 3 


Faith is the inſtrument employed in + Kwlts- * 
breaking the heart. They ſhall look, and L 
mourn. This is the Burning glaſs that 
contracts the beams, and fires the af- 
fetions. 
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5. Role. 


_ Laſtly : The Wrong fin hath done to 5, ryj, 
God, and the ſufferings it hath brought 
Chriſt under, are the piercing and 
heart- wounding conſiderations. They 
ſhall look upon me whom they - have 
ierced, and mourn. The piercing of 

hriſt {by our fin, is that muſt pierce 
thy ſoul with ſorrow. 
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THE TENTH 


MEDITATION 


UPON 


John 6. wer. 55, For mfp 
meat indeed, and my blood + 


arink indeed. 


BE: N this context our Lord 
8 Jclus Chriſt makes a 
moſt ſpiritual and ex- 
cellent diſcourſe to ' the 
Jews, about the nature 
and neceſſity of faith in him, taking the 
oceafon thereof from the Bread, which 
a little before he had fo miraculoufly 
multiplied, and fed them with, hag 
up their minds to more fublime an 

ſpiritualthings, and letting them know 
that: Bread, how {weet ſoever it was, 
was but a ſhaddow of himſelf, in- 
finitely 


Sacramental Beditations: . 777 ; 
finitely more - {weet, and ' neceſſary. E 
Theſe .words ate a propoſition 4. in | 
which are theſe three things obſer- 
vable. | 
Firſt : The ſabjef, my Fleſhand my 
| Blood. 59 
Secondly.-: The Predzcate, it is Meat 
l and Drink. | 
- Thirdly : The manner of Predication, 
it's Meat indeed, and Drink. indeed. - 
Firſt : The fabjeF, my. Fleſh, and 
my. Blood, (i, e.) my Humanity x this 
is meat and drink, true ſpiritual food. 
If it be demanded why he had not 
aid, I am meat and drink indeed ; but 
rather chuſes-to ſay, my fleſh and blood 
is {0 the reaſon is evident, faith Learn- 
ed. Camero, becauſe: if you take away 
Fleſh and Blood- from. Chriſt, he can- 
not be Food orLife to us,” For in 
order to his being fo, he mult ſatisfie 
God for us, and obtain the Remitſſion 
of our ſins; but without, ſhedding of 
Blood. there is no Remiſſhon.. Now 
tor as much as. by the offering up of his 
Body, and. ſhedding of his Blood, he 
hath obtained pardon and life for us; 
therefore his Fleſh and Blood is call'd 
- our Mcat and our Drink, that by which 
| ourſouls live. Which brings us to the 


. Hecopd thing/ ©. I's . Se 
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S Secondly : The Predicate, it is meat 
and drink, '(. 6.) it is -t0 our fouls of 
the ſame Uſe and necelfity that meat 
and drink is to our natural life, which 
ceanndt be ſuſtained ox continued with- 
out chem, | 


The life of our ſouls as neceffarily 
depends upon the Fleſh and Blood of; 
Chriſt, as our natural life doth upon 
meat and drink, Yet beware of a 
miſtake here 3 the Fleſh and Blood, or 
the Humanity of Chriſt is not the Foun- 
#ain of our ſpiritual life, but the Channel 
rather, through which it flows to us 
from his Divinity. By reaſon of his 
Encarnation and Death, Righteouſneſs 
and Life comes to us. | 

Thirdly : Themanner of Predication 
is very Emphatical, it is meat indeed, 
and drink indeed, which notes twe 
things. | 

Firſt : Reality, in oppoſition to- all 
tegal ſhaddows and types. 

Secondly : Tranſcendent excellency , 
far{urpaſfing all other food, even Man- 
xab it felt, which for its excelleney is 
fiyled Angets food. My Fleſhis meat in- 
deed (4: e.,) true, ſubftantial, and real 
food to ſouls; and choice excellent and 
incomparable food. 

Hence pbſerve, Dot, 
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Dodt. 


That what meat and drink, is to our bo-. 


dies, that, and much more than that, the 
Fleſh and; Blood of Chrift is to believing 
fouls... 


Two. things require explication in 


this point. = 
Firſt ; Wherein the reſemblance 


agreement lies betwixt the Fleſh and 


Blood of Chrift, and Meat and Drink. 


Secondly : Wherein the former.tran-- - 


ſcends and excels the latter. 
I, Query, 


- 1; | - tac 
Wherein lies the reſemblance and q- 1*,%%% 


greement-betwixt the Fleſh and Blogd 


of Chriſt, and material Meat and: 


Drink ?- 
Sol,” 


The agreeraent is manifeft in the- 


following particulars. 


Firſt: Meat and Driok is neceſſary - 
to ſupport Naturallife, we cannot live. 


without it. Upon this account Bread 
iscalf'd the Staff and Stay, (i. e..) the 


I 
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as much lean and depend upon it,. as 
feeble man doth upon'his ſtaff, Iſa. 3. 
But yct how neceſſary foever it-be, the 
Fleſh and Blood of Chriſt is more ir 
diſpenſtbly neceflary for the life. of-c 
fouls, Joh. 6. 53. Except ye eatthe Fleſh 
of the Son of man, and drink, his Blood," yl 
have no life in you. Our fouls have more 
abſolude need of peace and pardon by 
Chriſt, than our bodies have of meat 
and. drink. Better our . bodics, were 
ſtarved and famiſhed, than our. ſouk 
damned and loſt for ever. 4 
-.; Secondly : Meat and Drink are ever 
moſt {weet and deſirable to thoſe that 
are hungry and thirſty, It is hunger 
aud thirtt that gives value and eltima 
tion to meat and drink, Prov. 27. 7, 

. To the bungry ſoul every hitter thing 
ſzpeet; and (©. it is in our: eſteem of 
Chriſt, 7oh.- 7.. 37. Tf any man thirſh, 
let him come to me and drink. When God 
by iHumination and- conviction makes 
men deeply ſenlible of their miſerable 

. Toſt and periſhing condition, then ten 
thouſand worlds for a, Chriſt. Allis 
Mt ng and drofs. in compariſon of 
the excellency of Chriſt Jeſus. 
_ Thirdly :| Meat and drink muſt. un- 
dergoe an; alteration, and loſe its own 
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form before it aQually nouriſhes the bo- W- 
dy. - The Corn is ground to pieces in 
the Mill, _ before it be made. Bread to 
nouriſh us, And Chriſt muſt be ground 
betwixt the uppcr and ' neither Mil-. 
lens ſfrones of the wrathrof God, and malice 
"RY of nien, to be made Bread for our ſouls. 
ore} The Prophet ſaith, 1/a. 52. 14. His 
by Viſage was marr'd more than any mans. 
He did not look like himſelf, the beau- 
cre ty and glory of Heaven, but the re- 
uk} proach of Men, and deſpiſed of the 
{8 People. Oh what an alteration did 
val his-Incarnation and Sufferings make 
at upon him, Phzl. 2.6,7. Duantum mu- 
i tatus ab illo ? 
1 - Fourthly : Natural food muſt be re- 
7.Y ceived into our bodies, and have a.na- 
4H tzral Union with® them; and Chriſt 
of muſt be received into. our ſouls, and- 
,B have a ſpiritzal Union with them by 
dM faith, or elſe we can have no nouriſh- 
cs WF ment or benefht by him. An empty | 
lc Profeflion ,-a- meer talkative Religion 
oF nouriſhes.the inner man juſt as much as 
5 F the tight-of meat, and our commen- 
A W ding of it, doth our outward man. It's 
Chriſt's dwelling in our hearts by faith, 
Eph. 3.17. our receiving of him, ah, 
+1, 42+ our cating his.Fleſk and dxipk- 
©. +a ing 
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' 2: Query. 


theſecond Perſon in the bleſſed Trinity, _ 


Sacramental Beditations. 
» Eaters: Large, e) the ll 
effe&tual 7 ares Giri & Chriſt to- our 
fouls by faith, that Cn us PR 
of his benefits. | 
Fifthly : Meat and drink muſt bes 
taken every day, or elſe natural life will 
languiſh, and ſpiritual life will never be- 
comfortably maintain'd in us without 
daily communion with Jeſus Chriſt * 
If a gracious ſoul _— or be inter- 
rupted in its courſe of duties, and ſtated 
tirnes of prayer, it will be quickly dif-- 
cernable by the Chriſtian himſelf in the 
deadneſs of his own heart, and by 6- 
thersalſo, in the barrennels of his FY 
courſes. And in theſe things ftands 
the Analogy and agreement: of the: 
Fleſh and Blood of Chrift with meat. 
and drink, | 


2, Drery. 


The next thing is to open the tran-- : 
ſcendent excellency of Chrifts Fleſh: 
and Blood, above all other food in the 
world; and this appears in four parti--. 


culars : 
Firſt : This Fleſh and Blood was- 
affumed into the nearet Union with. 
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fered up, and by which it was Gigni- 


F 
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and ſois not-only dignified above all 


other created Beings, but becomes the 
firſtreceptacle of all grace intended tobe 
communicated through it to the Chil- 


dren of men, Fob. 1.14. 


Secondly : This Fleth and Blood 'of 
Chrift was offered up to God as the 


great Sacrifice for our fins,and Parchaſe 
of our peace, Col. 1, 20, Eph. 5, 2. and 


ſoit is of incftimable price and value to 


Believers. The humane Nature of 
Chriſt was the Sacrifice, the divine Na- 
ture was the 4/tar on which it was of- 


fed and ſanRtifed, and made an 
ing of a ſweet ſmelling ſayour to God, 
Eph, 5-24 

Thirdly : This Fleſh afid Blood of 
Chriſt is the =_ medium of convey-- 
ance of all bletfmgs *®nd mercies to the 


. fouls and bodies ke Believers. It lics as 


2 vaſt -pipe at the Fountain-head of: 
bleſings.receiving and conveying them. 
from to Men, Col, 1. 14, 19. 

- So then, it being united to the {c- 
cond Perſon, - and ſo become the Ficſh 
and Blood of God, it being the Sacrifice: 
offercd-up to God for Attonement and” 
| Remiſfon of fins, and the medinm of 
| ryivg all-gracc and merey _ 
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Sacraments! Peditations. 
God the Fountain. to the ſouls and by- 
dies. of Believers ;- how. ſweet a relliſh 
muſt it have upon the pallate of faith? 
Here faith may taſt the ſweetneſs of a 
Pardon, a full, free, and final pardon of 
ſin; than which nothing in this world 
can be {ſweeter to a Sin-burdened Con- 
ſcience; 

Here it tafts the incomparable ſweet- 
neſs of Peace with God, a Peace which 
paſſeth Underſtanding 3 the breach Sin 
made, is by this Sacrifice made up for 
ever, Col. I, 20, 


- Hereit taſts the unexpreſſible ſweet- 


nels of acceptation with God, and. an in- 
tereſt in his favour ; a mercy which a 
poor convinced foul would give ten 
thouſand worlds for, were it to be pur- 
chaſed. Yea, here it relliſheth all the 
ſweet Promiſes in the Covenant of 
race, as confirmed and ratifed by this 
Sacrifice, Heb. 9. 5. So that well might 
be fay, my Fleth 1s meat indeed, and | 
my Blood is drink indeed, the moſt ex- 
cellent New Teſtament-food for. Bc- 


levers. 


I. Ufe of Information. 
Firſt: - Sec here the love of a Saviour, 
that 5 Heavenly, Pellican ,, who feeds us 
with, 


: 
4 


- 
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with his own Fleth and Blood; You 


'gead Lam. 4.10. of pitifut Women 


who eat the fleſh of their. own Chil- 
drenz but where have you read of 
Men'or Womerr that gave their own 
fleſh and blood for meat and drink to 
their Children? Think on this you 
that are-ſo loth to croſs and-deny 
your fleſh for Chriſt ; he ſuffered, his 
Fleſh to be rent, and his Blood ſet a- 
broach' for you ; 'what love like the - 
love of Chriſt ? 
Secondly : Learn hence a ground of 
Content in the loweſt and pooreſt con- 
dition allotted to any Believer in this 
world. It may be ſome of you livelow 
in the world, you have hard fare, and 
are abridg'd of many of thoſe {weet 
comforts 1n the Creature, which the 
Enemics of God abound in 3 but ſill 


remember, you have no cauſe. to.envy 


their dainties, and be diffatisficd with 
your own lot and portion, when not 


| many Nobles or mighty in the world 


teed as your fouls do feed. O what a 
fealt have you | -What dainties do your 


Touls taſt by faith ! Whilſt others do 


but feed upon Aſhes and Husks, what is 


$tall, tothe Fleſh of Chriſt ? What is 
| Wine 


Sacramental Pedifations- «8x: * 


the flelh of Lambs and Calves ont of the nog 


Frab. C— 


Wine in bowls, and the chief Oyntment 
to the Blood of Chriſt, and. the anoyne: 
tings of his Spirit ? O be ſatisfied with 
your outward lot, however Ood hath 
caſt it, whilſt he hath dealt ſo bountis 
fully with your fouls. 

Thirdly : Learn hence the neceſſity 
of faith, in order to the livelihood and 
ſubſiftance of our fouls. What is a 
Feaſt to him that cannot taſt it ? And 
what is Chriſt to him that cannot be- 
lieve? That cannot by faith cat his 
Fleſh and drink his Blood ? 

*Tis not the Preparation made for 
ſouls in Chriſt, but.the Application of 
himby faith, that ves us the [weet- 
nefand benefit of him, Faith is the 
fouls mouth or lates 3 the Unbelie- 
ver taſts no {weetneſs in Chriſt, he can 
relliſk more ſweetneſs in money, meat, 
drink, carnal mirth, or any {enſual ene 
joyment than Chriſt, 

Fourthly : How excellent are Go- 
ſpel-Ordinances ? What (wectneſs is 
there to be found in them by true Be- 
lievers ? For there Chriſt is Prepar'd, 
and as it were ſerv'd in for them to* 
feed upon. It is your Miniſters work 
to cook and prepare for you all the - 
week long, and to furniſh for "ou. J 
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Y feaſtof fat thi Loe, here's a Ta | 
ble fpread and furniſh'd this day with NR: 
the coſtlieft dainties that Heaven af- 4 
fords, O- prize theſe mercies, fit not 
here with flat or wanton appetites, leſt 
God call ro your Eneemes, and bid 
' | them take away. 


| 2. Uſe of Exhortation. 


Is the Fleſh and Blood of ChriſkMeat 2, 7/ſe, 
and Drink indeed, then let me exhort 
you Brethren. , Ft 
TT aaron to EIN 
and hungry appetites.” Have you 
oe taſted chat the Lord is gracious, 
and do. you not hunger and thirſt to 
taſte it again. . Surely where the Careaſ? 3 
#,thither will the Eagles be gather d,Math. "v3 
24,28. There is a two fold appetite, | 
a dainty, and an bungry appetite z be» 
ware of a nice and dainty appetite, that 
can relliſh nothing in the moſt ſolid 
and ſpiricual duties, except the diſh be 
garniſht with flowers of Rhetorick, or 
the matter ſerv'd in with art andele- 
gancy + This hath been the great fin of 
the Profeſſors of this Generation. O 
Chriſtians, no more of that I pray you. 
Were you really an hungred and mo 
| 
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* thirſt for Chriſt, you would come to his 

Ordinances,as famiſhing men to ateaf 

Secondly : To feed heartily upoy 

Chriſt in every Ordinance, and in every 

Sacrament eſpecially. O that yourſouk 

mighthearand anſwer that invitation 

this day , Cant. 5. 1. Eat, O Friends, 
drink,, yea, dfink abundantly, O Beloved, yy 

For. Motives I will only hint theſe Þ it 
three following; SF 
Fiſt: Chriſt s the maiter of this Feaſt, Bl v 

God hath prepar'd him for your fouls. & # 

Is any thing in Heaven or Earth fo I 1 

fweet as Chriſt Sacrificed is? Do not Iſl t 

I the 4ngels and Saints in Heaven feaſt 

FE uporchim ? Surely one drop of Chriſt's I t 
. Blood: hath more {ſweetneſs and excek 
lency in it, than the whole Ocean of all 
Creature-comforts, "ll « 

Secondly : Don't your graces need it 
Have you not a languiſhing love, a ſtag; 

- gering faith, dull and ſluggith defires? 
Look into your hearts, and ſee what 
need there. is of ſtrengthening the 
things that are in you, which are ready |! 
to dic, O feed upon Chriſt, that your 
graces may be revived & firengthened; 

Thirdly : Ds you know bow many dais 
you are to go in theftrength of this meal ? 
How long it may be ere you fit again at 

the 
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the Lords Table ? Surely even theſe as 
well as your inferior temporal comforts 


. ſand upon terms of greateſt uncertain- » 


ty. Ah Chriſtians! Conſider well the 
times you live in , the Enemy - that 
ſtands ready to take away the cloth, 
and remove your ſpiritual food from 
you. It's ſaid of Peter Martyr, that be-. 
ing in Oxford when OQ. Mary came in, 
w. + the felt Me-Ba ring, he 
was firuck to the heart, and faid, hec 


/ una notule omnem meam doftrinam evertt. 


This one tinkling Bell overthrows all 

the labours of my Miniſtry at once. 
God grant we may hear none-of 

that Muſick in England any more but 


it's like to be gccording to your eſtima- 
'tion-and improvement of Chriſt's -pre- 


cious Ordinances. | 

- Thirdly : Commend the experienſed 
ſweetneſs of Chriſt to others, Don't con- 
ceal his lovelineſs and excellency. Thus 
the fair and enamoured Spouſe charges 
or” adjures others , Cant. 5. 9. 'Be-not 
content to feaſt upon Chriſt alone; 
whiltt others ſouls are ftarving , and 
perhaps the ſouls of your dear natural 
Relations. - Say to- them as David, 
Plal. 34.8. 0, tafte and: ſee bow good 
#beLard is; < fe. 44h Hhvid: CY 
v1 Fourthly 
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petite to Chriſt be right, and tr1ly ſpith 
. tal, Such an hunger and thirſt, upa 
which bleſſedneſs is catail'd by ppt 
miſe; and you may conclude. it 6, n 


when | t 
( 


o 


Firſt; It isa ſharp and firong a 
tite, Pſa}, 42. Ii. Let your though 
run upan Chriſt night and- day, like 
thedefires of a Jonging Woman. 

Secondly.: When 'tis a Vaiverſal ap 
petite, after every thing in Chriſt, his 
Holineſs as well as his Righteouſadh, 
his Cemmands as well as his Promilg, 
for he is altogether lovely, Cant.5.16. 

Thirdly : When "tis a, continual 
petite > I mean not that the pulſe 
your defizes {hould keep an even firoke 
at all times, but that there be real and 
ſincere workings of heart after himal- 
ways, P/al. 119. 20. 

Fousthly : When *tis an ndaftring 

Eppetie, awakening the ſoul to the Uſe 
_ ofall means and practice of all duties in - 
order to ſatisfation, Pſa. 27. 4. One 
thing bave I deſired of the Lord, and that 
will 1 [eek after. | | 

Fifthly and laſtly : It's then aright, * 
_ when'tis an mſatiable appetite, neverto 
be alkid with any thing _— 
*t. Pſa 
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y for 73+ 25, No nor with Chrift him- 
till thou comet to the fult enjoy- 
ment of him-in Heaven. The Believer 
knows, how {ſweet foever his Commu- 
-nion with Chriſt is in this world, yet 
that Communion he ſhall have with 
Chriſt in Heaven far excels it 3 there it 
will be more intimate and immediate, 
i Cor, 19. 12. more full and perfec, 
even to ſatisfaction, Pſal. 17. 15. more 
conſtant and continued, not ſuffering 
- ſuch interruptions as it doth here; Rev. . 
21.25. More pure and unmixed. Here 
our Corruptions work with our graces, 
Rom. 7-212. but there grace ſhall work 
alone. In a word, more durable and 

tual: We ſhall be cver with the 

d, 1 Theſ. 4.7. Long therefore to 
drink that new Wine in the Fathers 
Kingdom. The Spirit and the Bride 
ſay camez and let him that heareth, 
lay come , even ſo come Lord. Jeſus, 
cone quickly, 
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THE ELEVENTH 


MEDITATION 


UPON 


Cant. 9. v. 6, Set me as a Sealup- 
on thy heart, as a Seal upon thine 
arm; for love is ſtrong as death, 
jealouſte 3s cruel. as the grave; 
the coals thereof are coals of fire, 
which hath a moſt vehement 


flame. 


HIS Book is a ſacred 4/- 
# legory, the ſenſe thereof 
is deep and- fpiritu- 
al. Our unacquainted- 
neſs with ſuch Schemes 
and figurcs of ſpeech , together with 
the want of ſpiritual light and expe- 
rience, makes it difficult-to be ane 
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Fc pu eh Alegory being -onceune | 
folded by realon ot: its: e-afnity rich the | 
fancy truth is more ealily andaffecting- 
ly.tranſmitted both to .the mind and 
heart. 

St. Auguſtineaſſignes this reaſon wks 
we are.lot much delighted with Meta- . 
phors and Altgories, becauſe they are (o 

much, proportioned to our ſences, with 

\ which our reaſon hath contracted an 
intimacy and familiarity. , And there- 

fore God to accommodate his. truth. to 
opEFipacity. doth. as. it\were embody 

* «nt in_carthly. expreſſions, according to 
tof the ancient-Cabellijts, lumen ſu- 


'e 

| tremae nunquam deſcengit fine in dumen- 
2 | te. Heavenly truth never diſcendeth to 
5 | ns:withqutits,yailand covering. 
'y wards before, us are che, requeſt 
t | of the Spouſe.to JeſusC Chriſt, and con- 

liſt of two parts, viz. 

L 1 1; Her Suit, which i is earnelt. 
| 2.Her Argament,whichis wedghes 


- * Her —_ Take or requeſt to Jeſus &©, 
; nl Set, me, as a Seal 1 on th t, 
\ | 4 4Seal upon thine arm, | The of 
; Chriſt notes his moſt dear, inward, and 
tender affeion; . his Arm notes his 
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proteQing and ' preſerving care 'and 
power: The laſt naturally follows the: | 
tft; what men dearly affeR, they ten 
derly and carcfallyprote, And by ſer+ 
ting ber as a Seal upon bis heart and av, 
ſhemeans a fure and awell-confirened 
intereſt, both in his ove #nd power ; 
This the would have firmly fealed and 
ratified 3 and that this is her meaning; 
will plainly appear from | 
The Argument with -which ſhe en- 
forces her requeſt For love is fflrong as 
death, jealoufie is cruel ar the grave; Bc. 
By ealeafe, we 'muſtunderſtand her 
fears apd ſuſpicions of coming ſhort of 


Chrift and his love, q. d:' What if after 


alt, Ifhould be deceived ? What if [eſti 
Chriſt do not love tie with 4 (Petia? 
love. 'Othele fears and ſufpicietigare 
intolerable torments to her,-'{he catmot 
bear them 3 they are'cruel as the grave, 
inſafferable as coales of fire, which have 
a moft vehement flame. q.d. Lotd , 
if thou lexve me-in che midſi-oFrheſe 
zealouſies of thy love, I ſhall be but a 
forment to my (df: 1 (hall live as'one 
upon thcrack, or in the flames. Hence 


he notes. 


Dod. 


That there is_nubing hn thic world 
; | which true Chriſtians more earneſtly de- 
| | fire, than to be well affowred pid of 
| In js of Feſur Chriſt to theat ſouls) 


In the meditation of this pot, two 
things mult be inquized into.' 


; 1» Why this afſuranec is fo do- 
Ne DRY 
r Why the aſſurarice of the love-af. 
F 
! 


% 
bd. 3 


Chriltis defirables in the eyes of true 
Chrifitians And atnong others, there 4 
arc two things that ge A 30 

k a 745k AR 

: IT. Th Gretel afitrtothane 

Þ® Thediftculty of its-attainment. 


. The ſweetneſs of its 
: which is anexprefſable and inconceiva- 
: ble fat it's a mercy above all ctinia- 
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1. The riches of faith. 
2. The reſt and caſe of the heart, 
3. Thepleaſure of life. 
4." A'Cordial in death. 
1g. Ro ſupport in all tron- 
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"2. It is *the very richer of faith, the 
molt pleaſant: fruit-which grows.upon 
the top branches of faith. The Scrip- 
ture tells ns of an-afſurance of Under- 
ſtanding, and faith' +All theſe 
graces are: precious"in thetafelves,: but 
the aſſurance of each of them is the molt 

:Gweet! and pleaſant part. Kriowledge 
above knowledge is the full aſſurance 
of: knowledge'': "Hope above hope; is 
: the full affurance of hope3/and faitha- 
bove faith, is the full aſſurance of faith. 
The leaſt and loweſt aQt of ſaving faith 
is precious. 8 above all valuez whacthen 
muſt the higheſt and moſt excellent as 
of faith be ? Certainly, there is a ſ{weet- 
nefsin/the affurance ' of faith, that tew 
.mer;have the privilege (20 taſte. and 
they that do, can find no words able to 
expreſs it to. anothers Underſtanding. 
The weakeſt Chriſtian is exalted above 
other men, but the aſſured Mo 


| Sviviein —__ 
- hath a preference before all otherChri- 
ſtians. | 
3. It iS hearts eaſe; chaiedry Sibbath 
and ſweetrepoſe of the ſoul. Thouſmnds 
of poor Chriſtians would' part with-all 
) they poſſeſs in this world, to enjoy it; 
but it flies from-them.+ The life that- 
moſt of them live, is a life betwixt hopes 
and fears 3 their intereſt in! Chriſt *is: 
very doubtful tothem.” Sometimes they: 
are encouraged from ſenſible workn 
of grace, then all is daſhed again,” 
the-contrary ftirrings and workiogs % 
their own corraptions. {Now the Sun- 
ſhines out clear, by and by the Heavens? 
are'over-caft 'and* clouded: agairy: But 
the! aſſured Chriſtian is at'reſt-from 
thoſe tormenting fears arid jealoufies,: 
which my Text tpeaks of, ' that'are 85; 
cruel as the grave, and -aS infufferableas' 
coals of fire in'a' mans boſom; Hears 
take Chriſt into the arms of his'faich; 
and ſay, My Beloved is mine, and Fane 
Return to thy reſt, O'my foul;-for the" 
Lord hath dealt bountifully with thee. 

3+ Ic is thepleaſare of life 3: yea, the 
moſt rational, pure, and , 
pleaſure. What is life wichbut pleaſute ?: 
And what pleaſure is there in the world 
comparable to. this groumes For _- | 
K 3 the 


p HE AK) 0 * l . LE 
_ : I we . 
\ 


the ſealed and- afſiued Bclicver confider, 
and compare, and he muſt needs find: a; 
j9y and pleadyre-heyond the joy of the 
Whole Farth:-.f he conſider well-vhat, | C 
he:is aflured of; it, is no.egmmon mercy, | | 
but Chrifi biſelt, and hislovez a-mer- { 
cy incomprehenſible by Men or Angels, 
Eph. 3-15+ Put Chriſt into the (entible | 1 
101) of a Betieyer, and. joy isno, | ! 
{ 

| 

| 


rgore under his command for that time 3 
hecan no-more refuſe to rejoyce,. than 
he that is- tickled can forbeax to laugh 3 
and eſpecially when his. thoughts are 
exerciſed mm compering fates >. condi- 
tions, Either his own; with other Mens, 
or his. own now with what it was; and 
what.it ſhall be,, To think with thy (elf 
thus,:1 am: affured of Chriſt aod his 
love, my intereſt -in him is ſealed 3 bat 
this is @ 'mexcy few enjoy beſides me. 
Fherebe millions of-ſouls of cqual value 
with ;minc; by nature;-that neyer 
enjoy-ſuch a mercy as this. .. Yca, the 
time was when I my felt was far from 
it,. in my unregenerate eſiate. Lord, 
how is it I had not then been ſealed to 
Damnation ?. Q, *tis welt with me for 
preſent, . that I can call Clyiſtmy own 
and yet it will be better and better. My 
condition will mend every day. - lam 


now 


go inc Dro 7 
At Sr: rat 36 Brow 


| O,. what rar mg irkge vs Jo 
ini Crfowang give tothe ſed 


ſol! 

; 4+. It is a Cordyal i in death;. and \there 
- | isponelike it. This will make the ſoul 
| ERTE True 
y and, welcome 

its. grim Bd long to be 
"+I avd; be. ith. 'Quiſs Dark and 
pg Chriſtians may. indeed thrink 

| back IA it, and beaftraid of the ex- 
change 3 but the afſurcd ſoul longs: to: 
be. gone, and needs patience to live, as 
other men $o to die, When one was: 
asked. if he were willing to die, his an- 
{wer was, Illixs eft nolle mori, qui nalit we 
6d Chriftum, Let him be-loth todie, 
that is loath to ga to Chriſt,” The ſugar 
of afſurarice ſweetens the bitter cup of 
death, and makes it delectable to > Be- 

lievers x 


WE Deed, it is a ſweet ſupport is 
all the troubles and afflitions on this 
tide the grave. Let the aflured ſoul be 
caſt” into what condition - the, Lord 

pleaſes; be; jt upo np a bed of licknels; 
feta giyes his ſoul oh opgornd 


= = FF» CY 8. 6.” _" 
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'2 Cor. 6.10, Thus you ſee hoy 


the difficulty of its attainment 3 all cxcel-: 


title to Chriſt and his benefits; and 


F T7712 
T# 


to n being forgiven the foul is oy 
when the body is ,in fa. 33: 
Let him be caft ito An n; here's x 
will turia Priſon fhts' Pats ja 
5.41. Let hjm be pipcht withany out: 
ward wait, this will ſopply all, 4/ba- 
ving, notbing, and yet poſſeſſing” al es. 
el 
rableit's for itgpwn' excellency, "i! 
' And as it is deſirable for the: ſ\eet- 
nels of its. own enjoymient; ſoalfoth 


OE ONT” 1 


( 
i 
; 
| 


| 


lencies are lockt up under 'many diffi- 
cultics; but none like this, it is mdeed 
calic to preſume an interelt inChaitt, 
and cheat a 'mans_ own fout with'a 
dream and fancy of our own Creation; 
but ſure it's hard to get a ſealed clear 


there be among others three! Guings that 
makeit difficalt, 

(1.) Thecorruptions that\remiain, 
and daily work in the beſt hearts,” theſe 
are evermore puzling and ſcating the 
poor ſoul with fears and” dovtbts about 
its condition. Grace teachtth-men due 
ſevetity to thetnſelves, andfearof their 
own deceitfulneſs makes them think 
no heartsare like their hearts; ©] pecially 

W 


whilf they other mens outhde > _ - * 
with their own infide, as generally TP : 
| do. ' O, how ao tr open —_ 
t | every. moment mi 
* | that it is a wonder we-ever ſhould have 
It] one clear beam ofaſſurance (liining into- 
= fuch hearts as our hearts are, 
| (2.) Themultitades of miſtakes and 
bi- | cheats that are: frequently.committed' - 
+: | and found-in: this! matter, | crepe" 
© | right hearts the:more, ſulpicious.and. 
Fo Me erred Monk £92 erm 
1 y the 7.22: man 
will ay-to Chriſt in 1 7 armny 
we have Propbefied in tby Name,. &c. It 
I ww & be deceived, - 
SES 
matter.makes poor ava; fearful of. con» 
cluding cextainly-about it. -O, when a 
maid conſigers that the whole weight of 
© | higcternalhappineſs or-miſery depeuds 
' | upon the reſolution of. theſe Queſtions: 
Am1I in Chriſt? or am I not? It will 
kWhim tremble to d:termine.. In a 
Ford, aſſurance is not in our power, or 
at our command. There be many holy 
humble, diligent, and longing ſouls, to. 
whom it is denied.. It is arbitrarily dif- 
penſed by the pleaſure of the ſpirit, to. 
whem he will, and fuch fayour$ are rare 
K. 5. even. 


EAT TH Thee 


even among 'trus believers, 
thercfare its to be valued and deſired 
by all;-asche Spouſe doth. in thisplace : 
Andiſomuch to the firſt 1 Upon: 
what: account, the afſarance- of Chrifts | 
 loveis. ſodeliable in; the eyes of Chai 

ans. 

A Inthe hilt place, tet us conſider dy 
; 6s ah phy eIS, RT, 62s { , 
> - yo gorges C 
Farm this time. ' * 
Fon JaSemang nt na. 6 -Ordi- | 
nance,inftituted;on:purpbſe for 
ble cnd and Uk. O, chat we could pry 

and plead for it as the Spouſe 
nh am, Jr thine beart, as a ſeat 
wpon thine arm, for love intron a dentb, 
iscruel as tbe &c..Now'imn 
order*to-the. attainment of this mot. 

delirable: mercy,. take' a few 
hints of your: Erokions 3 g's duty iv 
Os NT LTD 


Pe +44 S 
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os your 
> Behold how he. 


th thine, it will 
8 his love; as it ſha}. cogage By 
hear in love to him. - 


2; Di- 


2. Direllion! 


But ſeeing the'ativity of your by 
will be according to the aQtivity of 
faith, therefore 'in-thenext place'l ad 
viſe you toimake-it the-main' workand 
buſineſs-of this hour: to! exerciſe. /yout 
faith upon Jeſus Chriſt; (ct your ſelves 
this day.to believe 3 themore Go 
.dire&t as. of: your faith ſhall bszithe 
more Froathy? te omfortable its r&flet 
-aQRsare hike*to'be; Thee kre'thite di- 
ſtinct- offices/ or imploymenty; for you 
faith at this Table, via; 


+ To realize the fulf 


ngs % 
3.Tointefrtn Jl ſas - ji | 


C r.Realize the fulfetings if Chef 
for you,and behold them here repreſen- 
ted inatrueglals to the eye of faith; See 
you that Bread braker,.andthat Wii 
poured out ?: As ſure as this is ſo, Jeſus 
Chriſt endured the Croſs, ſuffered the 


m4 GSeae nn.5” 
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Wrath of the great and terrible God in- 
his Soul, and in his Body upon the 
curſed Tree, for and in the room of 
poer Condemned Sinners, Your faith 
for 


/15. and without controver 


NE TINT, 


- a: 9. 6. For xs a Child ts bortts. t0 46 8 


— awndclick 


Murgnee: As thus, Did Chriſt die for 
" me 


fo theohe: hithasmaech, y rl _ 
þ age Fr than: Lg he ſenſe hath - ek 

Thi is a faithful ſaying, on tr 
f ol any that Teſus i Ebnif cats 
ittotbe world td' ſave Sinners, (3 ; oa L 
Breabula i 6 
the myſigry of Godlineſs, God was ma- 
nifeft in the flaſk) . ; 

2, Apply the ſufferings of Chriſt this 
day to thine. pwn foul: Believe: allthis 
tobe ;donc &-fuffertd in thy ram; and 
ferthy bc: Heoffered not this Sacxin 
face fbr his axvaiſing, but ours, Je $3:9+ 
Heb.7, 477 He was Incarnate far you, 


_— 


is given. . His death was for you; and 
in-yaus Gcad,> Gab. 3;,+3« Hermes 
Sect cond any raſc: from 
255 and: now. he is io glory atthe 
t hand of Gad; ;he is there; for us, 
Hep, 7.25. He ever Pers = 
for 1: 1t-was SFO FRG. 


which Jcſus Chyifh $AO4aEh YR es 
died to procure a pardon 

3. Infer from the ſufferings of Chriſt 
thoſe concluſions of faith that tend. to 


n I was an Enemy * then ſixe- 
ly 


th cited, E-dhall be faved by: 
Sys Rom. $; 10, 4s Chr 
dead for me, then If aver = = 


gen 


i Ora dit, 
Doi'$ 3+ 


* | 's 
KIT N 6143 
5. Diveltide.” Left 


Mourn over all: thoſe fins that cauſt 
the- boy hoard hide his: _ from yout 
fouls.” Have you. grieved he Fic 
yourtin, O;be gric Fvedforie chied 
Nt ed via rover WTVMe 
Lord with tears: Lookupon hins whom: 
Ye Hans; and mcurn-as for on; 


"5 hd 4.6 A ws + we por —— - -» www. = i] oe * wiz 2 = 


ver -t , -- 
—_—_— ood rhev3riewio fork ads 
ny ty 8. rata broken 

is now: before you.. 
"ho _— (howerh of Repentance is 
_ I aodr age may be 
nd the-San thine: our" in- its” 
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4 Direflion. 


Ina word, pour out thy ſoul to God: 
m hearty defires for a ſealed and clear: 


2. Tintereſt in his love this day 3 tell him, 


it is a mercy thou valueſt above lite, 


" þiby favonr is better than life, Plal. 63. 3. 


Tai him, thou art not able to live with 


the jealoufics and ſuſpicions of his love; - 


thou art but a torment to thy felF, 
whilſt thy intereſt in his love abides 


thy poor afflited ſoul-, which hath 
hin down and riſen 'f long with 


es hole SEP AS. 4. 5-1 &B£- 4b cf £. if 


theſe fears and tre . and been- 


a firanger to comfort tor fo'many- 
9s; - Tell him how "Wah thy 


ength and © encouragement. En- 


page hy foul to tim this s$ day to be 


ive, chearful, and fruitful 


in his ſervice, iSFit will pleaſe him 


ln thrombin Puemy! -11y ae 


and doubts that have clogg'd thee 
in all thy former duties, O, cry 


4 voto. him in the words, and with 


the 


under a cloud. Beſcech him to pity- 


5 have been, and fiill are in 
_ of obedience, for want of this- 


-# hy 42, 


the deep ſenſe of the Spouſe in this 
Text. Set me as a ſeal upon thy 
heart , as a ſeal upon thine arm, for 
love is ſtrong as death', -jealoulie is 
eradl-as tlie grave ,-the coals thereof. 
are coals __— &c. | 
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THE 'TWELETH 


MEDITATION 
up on | 
| Ep h, And to va 


I'9. 
| — _ of Cops which raſh 
': knowled ge. 

HE knowledge of brit; 
and of his love is deler- 
vedly'in this place et 
down ameng the deſide- 

1. rats  Chriftienorvem ," the 
nol defirable enjoymients of Believers 
in'this world.” * This love of Chriſt had 
centred the*Apoſiles heart, he was (wal- 
lowed up in the meditation and admi- 
ration of it,” and 'would have all hearts 
inflamed ail” affeRed with" it;''as his 


Was. . 
rib 4d Some 


| even mtawns. | 


Some think t 4 re Ml | , 
zatically in this place , and know nth. 
how to make the parts of his diſcourſe]; 
confiſtent with each other, when hel; 
puts them upon endeavours to knowhy 
that love ofChrift, which þizn(elf con-ig 
feſfes to paſs knowledge. 

But.though his heart .was Es, g 
with thelaveof Chri(t, yet there is x 
contradiction or inconliſtency in hilt: 
diſcourſe. He doth earucſily deſire forlfiy, 
.the Epbeſians, that they may know this 
love of Chriſt, (z. e.)) that they migh vi 
experhmencalh know his love, whidlhn 

palfeth knowledge 3 that is, as- forneſſpy 
und it, all other ſorts: and kinds © 
ys I 3 yea, and all knowledgy 
of Ghniſt which is not practicat-aed ex 
perimental, | 

Ox thus, Labour to- get the clea) x>þ, 
and; fulleſt apprehenſive knowledge < 
Chrit-apdbis:love, that is attainat 
In this world, though you cannot; ax 
rive; to: a periet covprebenſive know 
ledge of. either. Meng bumang fm | 
os &: 01 capity. 419ue in 49 capitifie: 

ont < In . gdmyrationem, 35,9 wy 'F 
eit,., Thenote frmit is,;,. 


$7 1 
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x| Ther the love of Clnif ſurpaſſes and 
oy elyevigh, of the. moft illw- 


l The love of Chriſt is too deep for 
hy created: underſtanding to fathom.z 
b unſcarchable love; and it is fo; in 

s relpes, 
t is unſearchable in reſpeR of Its 
'* ity, No-Underitanding of man 
Mn trace it back to its firſt ſpring, it 
Sows from - one Eternity: to another: 
4 receive the fruits and: effects of it 
pow, but Q, how- ancient is that'root 
i bears them ! He loved ns before 
| k world was made, and will conti= 
ve {o to do, -when it fhall be reduced 
wo.aſhes, It is ſaid, Prov: 8. 30, 31, 
hen he gave the Sea bis deeree, when be 
nnted the foundations of the Earth; 
n was I by him, as one brought wp with 
—_ _ mY bis delight, rainy 
i Lp _—_ ho ond ny dg 
ſe parts is Earth, a | 
with the Sons of men. Pw Wi 


The 


The freeneſs of the love of Chriſt 
paſſes knowledge: 'No man knows, 


nor can any words expreſs how free 


| the-love-of Chriſt to his people is: 
It is faid- 7a. 55,9. ' My- thoughts are 
not your thoughts. © The meaning" is, 
My Grace, Mercy, and Love to-you 
is one thing, 'as it is in my thoughts, 
and - quite another. thing when it 
comes- into. your. thoughts. In rny' 


thoughts it is like it (lf; free, richy 


andunchangeable; but in yourthoughts 
it is limitted and narrowed, pincht in 
within your ftraight and. narrow con- 
 ceptions, that itis-.not.like it (elf, but: 
altered according : to : the model and 
platforns of Creatures, according” to: 
which, -you draw {it' in your minds. 
Alas, we do but alter and ſpoil hislove, 
when we. think there is any, thingjin: 


us,: or. done by us, "that. can be amo». 


tive, iducement;, or recompence to it 
His love: is £ -free, that it pitched it. 
(elf uponus , before we had any loveli- 
neſs inusat all; ben we wefe in owr 
blood, be ſaid unto-us,: live, and that-was 
#be tinge of love. +. It did} not Ray till we. 
had our Ornaments wpori.us; but: ems 
braced us in our bled, in- our a 

loath- 


Ae to on. add” . Ce ce. 
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warhſSnd fate3/land' off eaſoii 
| that'is the fedſon of love; the choſth 
time of -love,; Ezek; '16, 7,8; Chriſt 
Joved' ds'not wpon-the accountef ary 
fore-ſeen excellency in us, or upon 
any expeRation of recompence- from 
tis :: Nay, he loved us not only with- 
out, bi againſt ourdeſerts, Nothing 
I iv vature 'is found: ſo free as the ove 
, of Chriſt 'is-3 our thoughts therefore 
7 F of: this love poing beyond all exam- 
T ples arid inſtances that'are found- a- 
mong mien ,; quickly loſe” themſelves 
in an immenſe; of: free grace; 
; | where they can finds heirher bank Hor 

bottom.” | 

The bounty atid Tiberahety of the took 
of Chriſt to his People; paſſeth-knows 
;. | edge Who can nimaber or: valueche 
:n. | uns of his love? They are raorethan 
| the"! Sands . upon” the ' Seacſhore/-" Be 
would weary — bs ax of an Angel "to 
write down the thoufandth part-of the 
;. | cicQts of his love, 'which come. to the 
hare -of any particular Chriftian-in 
this World... Who can tellhow:many 
>. | ns it pardons ? The free gift is of ny 
| Lo wnto juſtification , Rom. 5. 16. 
w. many - dangers it ths or 
ow 


how wiany; $ it ſupplies ? Thisme : 
__ os ofiall his fulneſs,, we ull | 

ve grace forgrace, Fob. 1. 6. But | 
ms full of grace-Chuilt i is, and' how { 


many mercics have, and ſhall flow to þ 
us. out of that Fountain of love, this | - 


is unkaown to men, to the'beſt, wiſef, Þ- 
and moſt obſervant; -men. - O! if the [+ 


xecords of the mercics of our lives þ.u c 


ar could be gather 'd: and uv 
valt volumns TO evguld they - (well: to? 
"Tis true indeed , you; have the total | 
ſamgiven you th 'x Gore 3- 22% Alt are 
yours,, but! it is fuch'a number as no 
MAn can | 
Pecplepullt ofChrids lon ove to his þ 1 
nowledge : -.Nolength 

of time, no diſtanceof place, no change | 
of contlition, either with him,Vgrus; | 
can polhvly make'any. akeration of his | 

towards us. He is the ſame | 
—_ to;day, and for-ever, Heb. 
13-8. It is noted alſo by the Ezer- | 
-g#ift,, Joh. 1g. 1. That ine loved bi | 
own which were' in the world, 'be loot |. 
then 20. ube''end, *Tis'true, his condi | 
tion is altered, he is nomore in this þ 
world- converſing with-his People, as 
ny ametatecabads/; | 7 
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Feloworr or therk Ad L, /i 
et due! ere 


the faine'thar ever it-was, forlove and 
.tendericls ro his People. Our: cor- 


"ditions aifo are often. altered in this 


world ; but his love ſuffers no altera- 
tion.-' 'Yed, which is much more'ud- 
nirable, wedo many things daily that 
-Srieve hit, and offend him, yet he 
tes not away his loving kindneſs 


* fitrvas, nor Fuffers his faithfulneſs to 


Kill. --We pour out $6 each cold-wa- 
ter of unkindnefs arid-provecation as is 
enough to cookd' ard quench'atly love 
'n/ the world, except His love; but 


wotwirhRanding all, he ——_ - 


able in- love to us. 
} notwichſtanditig Og == 
. of his: No: bps 


the fyſe'of His former phrndey 

t refpeRH. ' Go rel the Difcipler, and 
Petit. 

® So then, the love'of Chr is a love 

ere al - Cyeature-Tove; i arid 

Kinane Underſtanding: We readin 


"ry | 8. That peradventicre,” for 's 
y I lpind + woe ——_— 


Wan, 
1 if we riever find where avy: belide 
E Jeſus 
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Jeſs Chr works Jay. Jown- his.fil 7 
tor Enernies. lt: 15 recordgdas a un: 
parallel'd-intiance;; of Jove-[in Damm $1 
and Pithias, the twa ;S:ci/zan Philo, b4 
phers, thats cach had, courage» enougngy 
co-die. for his:friend4 fot one of theny t 
being:Cendemned to die rb Th c 
rant, and delitivg togivsthe laſt fare-JT 
wellto his F ailehis Friend;went intaf} 
Priſon for him, as-his Surety todie fog 
him;-if he returned not at; the appoins 
ted:time3 .but he did. not.; b (Jens haps 
had fuch:-acontidence ,1n, 
that he. would ngt ſuffer. OM 6. del | 
fault todie forhim z and if hehad, ya}; 
hehad died for his Friend : Bax Juouny 
was the love of Chriſt, that-it did notfÞ 
only. put hit -into-, danger, of deat by k 
but put: him aGually unto dearly, TG. W 
the worlt of deaths,"andithat,F j 
Enemics.;,, O what, manner, pf Jul r 
is.this/! We read of the love that | 
had for-Rachel, and how he en 
both. the-cold of Wintes;, and, heat & off 
Syearreries hes fake: But what, is thish® 
tothe loye of. Jeſus, : who for us. ew ! 
ured the. heat of God's Wiath ?, Beef® 
le- Ms yo was. Beautiful, .. but we -unz 


lovely. Devid wiſth'd or Alon i C 
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Ve Ic to be affeched with great wa 
I bofual things. "O' Chriltian,if thoy be. 
: > that converſeſt with the Franca 

Su love; thott ai 
bf At 3 4nit/ the- more 
Wd - more> wilt hes 
of "it: Art aniong. 
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Cn, That ever it pitcht at firſt on 

) - thee. , 

2, Thatitis not by ſo many ſins. 
,quencht towards thee. 


(4 i. ). *Tis admirable that ever the, 
love of Chriſt pitcht- at, firſt upon 
thee; for are there not millions in. 
the world of ſweeter tempers, and' 
better conſtitutions than thy ſelf, 
whom it hath paſt, by, and yet im- 
braced thee ? Lord (ſaid the Diſci- 
ples ) how is it that thow wilt mani- 
feft thy ſelf unto us, end not wnto the 
world ? Joh. 14. 22. Surely he did 
not' ſet his love upon thee, nor chuſe 
thee", becauſe” thou waſt better than 
others, but becauſe he loved thee. 

runs 


-(2.) It is admirable that his love 
to thee is not extinguiſhed by fo 
many fins as thou haft committed a- 
gainſt him. Lay thy hand, Chii- 
ſpan, oO day, upon. thy heart, and 

-thjrk thy ſelf how many have 
been 'the' provocations, wrongs , and 
diſhotiours thou haſt been guilty of 
againft thy God, and that _ bo 
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"BE alich thee by his 
ove upon thee : at! and yet love 
- thee ſtill! Yea, notwithſtanding all, 


"$$: > 4 Wu on us 6 IT, 3... 
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he is ſtill thy God, and- loves thee 
with an unchangeable love.  O! with 
how many notwithſtandings - is his 
love continued to thy foul ? All *this 


.is juſt matter of admiration and won- 


der for ever. 


Is the love of Chrift paſt knows 
ledge? an unſcarchable love? . then 


' fearn whente and -why It is. that th. 


ſouls of Believers never are, nor can 
be tired in beholding and enjoying 


Fefus Chriſt, We ufe to ſay, ene 
- thing is tireſome 53, and it is very trite, 


if it be an earthly thing, it. will beſo; 


how ſweet or excellent ſoever it'feems 


at firſt; and the reaſon is, becauſe 
the belt Creafure-enjoyment is but a 
ſhallow thing, and a few thoughts 
will ſound it to the bottom and 
there being no ſupply of new 'matter 
to feed the hungry ſoul upon, it is 
quickly (ated and doyed with'che 


repetition of the ſame thingover and 
over,: but it is farotherwiſe in Chriſt 
for though he be but one;'yet in'that 

; L 3 one 


one. thing, all t ings are virtyal and , 
INE: nen G _coptained , .1o, that every 
yy he, 


and y ct j s the ne: "Chi 
Ange Hae 1. he edcemec 
vij m. wh a5- nuch. Wonder, ba 
loye int vith 2 pch argour after 
tmillions of years, as PIs did at-their 
frſt fi ght of him. O ! there is no 
bottom in the love of Chriſt 3 it 


Ref knoledes 1h cl 2) 


” - $ a. "Word, ſehiow Fs and 
chiefeſt love upon Chriſt, whoſe love 
to. you paſſeth all knowledge. Let no 
exeature he loved equally with Chyift, 
but as. his love. ta you. paſſcth all 


- Copaaanes) joye , {o : Jet yours to him; 


Laker lovs-,-. 
ver, :Chyylt loves thee withan 


archable love, he loves theemore 

E the. — i ae. Be 6, as. 

C GHE oi gl Joycs tnfe. |, fe lows, 

Tx -thop Joygſtthy, Child, 

o be Wikc of thy bo hy boſom 5 more than; 

1 loves, thy body , with which 

i intimate pfPigs And "_ 
08, content + 
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cems a new Chriſt for i fa | 
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F Saccamentat @evitations: 


 O look upon him this day in his 
xed Garments, behold him in the” 
ſtrength of his love breaking through 
the Curſe of the Law , the Wrath of 
| God, the Agonies of Death, to bring 
home the fruits-of his eternal love to 
thy ſoul. And whilſt thou art be- 
holding and mufing upon it, let thy 
heart melt, thy eyes drop, and thy. 
very ſoul cry. out. 
Behold how he loved inet 


Bl:ſſed be God for Teſus Chriſt. 
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Rom.5.ver. 6, 7,8,9,10,112 


Verſe 
6. Hen we were deſtitute of ftrenpth 
wW our felves to belp or ſave, ": 
Chriſt for ungodlineſs at length, 
bis Life a Ranſom gave. 


( oratch 
7.. For one that's. Righteous, "we ka 
to lay our life to ſtake, KORS 
1 4nd fora good man, it were much, 
ſuch an exchange to make. 


8, But God his matcbleſi-love. a— 
in that Chrift eſis dies '\5, 5451 : 
For us, when we werc not bi frnends, - Re 
but wretched Enemies. ; | 


L 4 


9, Mach: 


a 


A Hyan | 
9. Much more being juſtified and free, 
through bis own Blood from ſun, - 


Fammancbt-cm wr ſad ful be; 
even by the life of bim.. - 


10. For if when Enemies for us, 
Shut deag digend th ff: 
Muchympre when econciledeus, 
e Liſave #+ by bis life.--- 
11. Tea; more thanft, wetriumph now: 
| inGod with one Accord, i 
WivingriceR d diivotientithrough © | of 
+ 
a 
P 


Chriſt Feſus our own Lord. 


Ierefore ho:aine; whoa bhe fig# > eIT 
begotten of the dead, 
Who over eartbly Princes nut, 
be [ —_ Lord.and Head 3 


Ly tee: paho lav.dues ſo," 
to waſh us in bis Blood, + 

And makeus Kings,ond Pail pate, 
his Fatber, .and his Gad.. 


A TobimRonininaberefare,)'\ |.) 115 2} 
&. by us be grven,. when G34 310 

E This piefont oegrid hel be no ane : 

$ To which; we ay, Amen. 1 
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"BP: 141+ 1.6. forany,r. my; P. 152. Lg. out might 3 


Sfor unto I. under. 


ERRATA. 


Age 6. line 17. for dad, read death-bed ; Ps 36» 
|. 4. for wrapt r.rapt ; p. 46.1. 14. for effeft, r. . © 
effe; Pp. <5, 1. 15. add, 3s the ſpoile; p. 64.1. 16, for 7 
grounded r. ungrounded;, P+ 99. L 26. for bollowed, r. © 
ballowed; p. 128.1. 24. for are r,#s; p. 135.1. 29. for 
and made, r. that make; P- 140. 1.11. for your I. theirs 


a 191.1. 25, r. applying 5 p. 185. i. 26, 7. teſt; p. 206, 
19, I, ſbower ; P. 214-1. 2. blot out all; p. 216, L 196 


